
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEARN AND PREPARE 
 

SUMMER READING LIST 
 

Take the summer to get ready for your studies at VCUarts Qatar in August.  
 

Take the summer and read…. read, READ, R.E.A.D.!  
 

Reading will improve your English language proficiency and expand your vocabulary, 
Reading will help you to develop good writing skills, as well as your talent to formulate 

concepts and ideas! 
 

Here is a reading list, selected especially for you by VCUarts Qatar’s English Faculty! 
Enjoy! 

 
 
Fiction  
 
The Outsiders  
By S.E. Hinton  
 
No one ever said life was easy. But Ponyboy is pretty sure that he's got things figured out. He 
knows that he can count on his brothers, Darry and Sodapop. And he knows that he can count 
on his friends—true friends who would do anything for him, like Johnny and Two-Bit. But not 
on much else besides trouble with the Socs, a vicious gang of rich kids whose idea of a good 
time is beating upon “greasers” like Ponyboy. At least he knows what to expect—until the 
night someone takes things too far.  
 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time  
By Mark Haddon  
 
An Autistic boy tries to solve the mystery of who killed his dog. Christopher John Francis 
Boone knows all the countries of the world and their capitals and every prime number up to 
7,057. He relates well to animals but has no understanding of human emotions. He cannot 
stand to be touched. And he detests the color yellow. This improbable story of Christopher's 
quest to investigate the suspicious death of a neighborhood dog makes for one of the most 
captivating, unusual, and widely heralded novels in recent years.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Wind in the Willows  
By Kenneth Grahame  
 
This classic story begins when Mole abandons his spring-cleaning to explore the world beyond 
his burrow. He scurries down to the riverbank, where he meets Ratty and discovers a carefree 
world of picnics and messing about in boats. There are adventures ahead, in the company of 
reckless Mr. Toad, and dangers, when the two friends venture into the Wild Wood to visit Mr. 
Badger. And there are events that test the friendship of the four animals to the limits, but 
through it all they retain their loyalty and good humor.  
 
The Secret Life of Bees  
By Sue Monk Kidd  
The Secret Life of Bees tells the story of Lily Owens, whose life has been shaped around the 
blurred memory of the afternoon her mother was killed. When Lily's fierce-hearted black 
"stand-in mother," Rosaleen, insults three of the deepest racists in town, Lily decides to spring 
them both free. They escape to Tiburon, South Carolina--a town that holds the secret to her 
mother's past. Taken in by an eccentric trio of black beekeeping sisters, Lily is introduced to 
their mesmerizing world of bees and honey, and the Black Madonna. This is a remarkable 
novel about divine female power, a story that women will share and pass onto their daughters 
for years to come.  
 
Red Queen  
By Victoria Aveyard  
Red Queen is a fascinating debut novel set in a world where people are divided by blood. If 
you’re born with red blood, you’re essentially a peasant, serving those with silver blood. 
What’s so special about people born with silver blood? Oh, nothing crazy…they just possess 
superpowers. Some can control metal, others can read minds. And when a girl with red blood 
finds herself in the world of silvers, she turns it upside down.  
 
 
Non Fiction  
 
The Power of Habit  
By Charles Duhigg  
In The Power of Habit, Pulitzer Prize–winning business reporter Charles Duhigg takes us to 
the thrilling edge of scientific discoveries that explain why habits exist and how they can be 
changed. Distilling vast amounts of information into engrossing narratives that take us from 
the boardrooms of Procter & Gamble to sidelines of the NFL to the front lines of the civil 
rights movement, Duhigg presents a whole new understanding of human nature and its 
potential. At its core, The Power of Habit contains an exhilarating argument: The key to 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
exercising achieving success is understanding how habits work. As Duhigg shows, by 
harnessing this new science, we can transform our businesses, our communities, and our lives.  
 
Tuesdays with Morrie  
By Mitch Albom  
This true story about the love between a spiritual mentor and his pupil has soared to the 
bestseller list for many reasons. For starters: it reminds us of the affection and gratitude that 
many of us still feel for the significant mentors of our past. It also plays out a fantasy many of 
us have entertained: what would it be like to look those people up again, tell them how much 
they meant to us, maybe even resume the mentorship? Plus, we meet Morrie Schwartz--a one 
of a kind professor, whom the author describes as looking like a cross between a biblical 
prophet and Christmas elf. And finally we are privy to intimate moments of Morrie's final days 
as he lies dying from a terminal illness. Even on his death bed, this twinkling-eyed mensch 
manages to teach us all about living robustly and fully.  
 
Deep Work: Rules for Focused Success in a Distracted World  
By Cal Newport  
Deep work is the ability to focus without distraction on a cognitively demanding task. It's a 
skill that allows you to quickly master complicated information and produce better results in 
less time. Deep work will make you better at what you do and provide the sense of true 
fulfillment that comes from craftsmanship. In short, deep work is like a superpower in our 
increasingly competitive twenty-first century economy. And yet, most people have lost the 
ability to go deep - spending their days instead in a frantic blur of e-mail and social media, not 
even realizing there's a better way.  
 
Freakonomics  
By Steven Leavitt  
Freakonomics merges statistics, pop culture, psychology, and social problems and policies. It 
uses inconspicuous factors to answer questions or make predictions, and traces back 
phenomena to very simplistic factors that no one thought to consider before. The book teaches 
you to analyze from a different angle, discussing everything from political policies and 
education reform to how the name your parents gave you has shaped your life. 
 
 

 
Happy Reading! 


