MFA in Design Studies
Program Handbook
2013 - 2014
MFA in Design Studies
Virginia Commonwealth University in Qatar
P.O. Box 8095
Doha, Qatar

September 1, 2013
For MFA program use only

2

Contents:
Administration & Faculty Contact Information
VCUQatar Academic Calendar | 2013-2014
Graduate programs - Bulletin
Graduation checklist
MFA in Design Studies | Program Overview
Curriculum Goals
MFA Curriculum Map
Program Plan – Design Studies Track
MFA in Design Studies Course Description:
Residency
Three formal reviews of graduate
students in the MFA Design Studies Program
1. Candidacy Review
2. Thesis Review & Proposal
3. Thesis Defense
Phases and Requirements
First Year, Fall Semester
1. Pre-Thesis preparation
First Year, Spring Semester
2. Candidacy Review Forms
3. Thesis/Creative Project Topic Proposal
3.1 Preliminary Thesis/Creative Project Proposal.
preliminary thesis proposal guideline
3.2 Candidacy Review Presentation
3.3 Critique of the presentations.
3.4 Approval of Thesis/Creative Project proposals.
4. Reading, Data Collection (Summer)
5. Thesis Project Development (Second Year, Fall Semester)
MFA in Design Studies Thesis Documentation Guidelines
Thesis Documentation Outlines
6. Directed Research, Thesis/Creative Project
6.1 Thesis/Creative Project Review
6.2 MFA Thesis/Creative Project Exhibit
6.3 Oral Review
6.3 Summer Semester Graduation, Graduation in
Subsequent -Semesters
Appendix
a.1 Thesis Project / Documentation Format
a.2 Digital Portfolio
Responsibilities of Thesis Committee Members
Main Thesis Advisor
Associate Advisor(s)
Reader
Grammarian
Director of Graduate Studies
Facilities, resources & supports
Library
Materials Library
Time-Based Media Production Facility
Photography Studio
Digital Fabrication Lab
Woodshop
Digital Fabrication Lab & Woodshop Proposed Access Policies:
Writing Center
The Centre for Research, Design and Entrepreneurship
Finance/Payment Method:
Student Affairs:

3
4
5
6
7
7
8
9
10 - 11
12
12
12
12
12
13

13
13
14
14
15
15
15
16
17 - 18
19
19
19
19
20
20

21
21
21
21
21
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33 - 34

3

Administration & Faculty
VCUQatar Office of the Deans
Allyson Vanstone
Dean
Dean office
deansoffice@qatar.vcu.edu
Line Christiansen
Associate Dean of the Academic Affairs
Deans office
luchristians@qatar.vcu.edu
-------------------------------------------MFA Design Studies
Pornprapha Phatanateacha
Acting Director of Graduate Studies
Office number: 361f
Office telephone: +974 4402-0694
pphatanateacha@qatar.vcu.edu
Paolo Cardini
Assistant Professor
Office number: 361c
Office telephone: +974 4402-0741
pcardini@qatar.vcu.edu
Thomas Modeen
Assistant Professor
Office number: 361e
Office telephone: +974 4402-0739
thmodeen@qatar.vcu.edu
-------------------------------------------MFA supports:
Diane Derr
Media Technology Coordinator
Assistant Professor
Office number: 224
Office telephone: +974 4402-0737
derrdc@qatar.vcu.edu
Michael Wirtz
Head Research and Library Technology
Assistant Professor
Office number: Library 106q
Office telephone: +974 4402-0741
mawirtz@qatar.vcu.edu
Richard Lombard
Material Curator
Assistant Professor
Office number: Materials Library 223
Office telephone: +974 4402-0583
rjlombard@qatar.vcu.edu
Ryan J. Rasmussen
Digital Design & Fabrication
Assistant Professor
Office number: 011
Office telephone: +974 4402-0741
rjrasmussen@vcu.edu

Brendan Doherty
Digital Design & Fabrication Assistant
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Office telephone: +974 44020756
bdoherty@qatar.vcu.edu
-------------------------------------------The Centre for Research, Design and
Entrepreneurship:
Peter Chomowicz
Associate Dean for Research & Development
Office number: 359
Office telephone: +974 4402-0678
pschomowicz@qatar.vcu.edu
Roger Griffiths
Director of Design Entrepreneurship &
Industry Affliliations
Office number: 359
Office telephone: +974 4402-0727
rsgriffiths@qatar.vcu.edu
Roman Turczyn
Director, Center for Research, Design &
Entrepreneurship
Office number: 359
Office telephone: +974 4402-0538
raturczyn@qatar.vcu.edu
--------------------------------------------

Academic Calendar | 2013-2014
Fall 2013
August
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8-12
Eid al Fitr - offices closed
13-15
New faculty orientation & immigration processing
18
Opening faculty and staff meeting
19-23
New student orientation & registration
25
Fall classes begin
25-29
Add/drop late registration
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------September
7
Last day for student to submit work for removal of incomplete grades for
spring and summer semesters (for undergraduate)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------October
13-17
Eid Al Adha - no classes held
14-17
Offices closed
24
Mid-semester grades due
31
Last day to withdraw from a course with a mark of “W”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------November
20
Spring semester advising
24-28
Spring semester registration
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------December
5
Last Day of Classes
8-12
Final Examinations
18
National Day (no classes, offices closed)
19
Final grades due
24- Jan 2
Semester break (offices closed)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Spring 2014
January
1
New Year’s Day (offices closed)
5
Offices re-open
7
Spring classes begin
7-13
Add/drop and late registration
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------February
11
Sports Day (no classes, offices closed)
18
Last day for students to submit work for removal of incomplete grades from
the fall semester
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------March
2-6
Spring Break
18
Mid-semester grades due
25
Last day to withdraw from a course with a mark of “W”
30
Fall & summer semester advising
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------April
3
Foundation Portfolio Review
6-10
Fall and summer semester registration
22
Last day of classes
27-May 1
Final examinations for spring semester
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------May
4
Final grades due
5
Commencement
6
Education City Convocation
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Summer 2013
May
18-June 5
Three-week session one
June
8-June 26
Three-week session two
May
18-June 26
Six-week session
May
18
Last day to add/drop for summer
June
29
Grades due for summer
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Note: This calendar is accurate at the time of publication/posting, but subject to change. 08 August 2013

Graduate programs - Bulletin
In-depth descriptions of all graduate programs at
VCU are provided in the individual
school and program sections of this bulletin. The
Graduate School Website (www.graduate.vcu.edu)
provides links and contact information for all
graduate programs offered at VCU.
The Web site also provides updates that occur
throughout the academic year, as well
as the Application to Graduate Study and complete
instructions for applying to all
graduate programs.
Refer to the Program Search feature of this Web site
for a complete listing of all graduate programs, as
well as application deadline dates, and special
admission requirements and contact information.
Applicants are encouraged to contact the school/
department sponsoring the intended program of
study at the telephone numbers and/or e-mail
addresses provided. Other important contact
information is provided on the Graduate School
(http://www.vcu.edu/graduate) Website as well.
General academic regulations for all
graduate students – VCU Graduate Bulletin (catalog)
The VCU Graduate Bulletin (catalog) website
documents the official admission and academic rules
and regulations that govern graduate education for
all graduate programs at the university. These policies
are established by the graduate faculty of the
university through their elected representatives to
the University Graduate Council.
It is the responsibility of all graduate students, both
on- and off-campus, to be familiar with the Graduate
Bulletin (catalog) as well as the academic regulations
in individual school and department publications and
on program websites; however, in all cases, the
official policies and procedures of the University
Graduate Council, as published on this Graduate
Bulletin website and on the Graduate School website,
take precedent over individual program policies and
guidelines.
The archived (http://www.pubapps.vcu.edu/bulletins/
archives.aspx)copies of current and past bulletins
(catalogs) reflect all policies and procedures in effect
at the beginning of the stated academic year. The
online Bulletin is updated regularly to reflect changes
that occur throughout the academic year.
Students who maintain continuous enrollment are
subject to the curricular requirements of the
Graduate Bulletin (catalog) in effect at the time of
admission, and to subsequent policy changes
approved by the University Graduate Council for
immediate implementation.
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Students who do not maintain continuous
enrollment must reapply for admission and will be
subject to the requirements of the Graduate Bulletin
(catalog) in effect at the time
of readmission, and to subsequent policy changes
approved by the University Graduate Council for
immediate implementation. (See policy on
Exceptions. http://www.pubapps.vcu.edu/bulletins/
graduate/?uid=10045&&iid=30070)
Graduate students should contact the Graduate
School at any time regarding questions relating to
graduate study at VCU.
Revised 5/11/2010 by University Graduate Council
(text from Graduate and Professional Bulletins 2011-12)

Graduation checklist

6

• The total number of semester credits required for graduation depends upon the degree program. Specific
information may be found under degree program descriptions. In addition to the specific requirements
listed by the department, the following graduation checklist for graduate students, advisers and program
directors summarizes all general requirements for graduation as determined by the University Graduate
Council.
• All provisional or probationary conditions of admission have been met.
• Candidates enrolled at time of application/reapplication to graduate (i.e., semester in which candidates
plan to graduate).
• Overall graduate GPA is greater than or equal to 3.0.
• Graduate GPA based on all graduate course work attempted after acceptance
into program.
• For repeated courses, both original grade and repeat grades included in calculation of graduate GPA.
• No more than six credit hours or 20 percent of total credit hours attempted (whichever greater) at C or
below level (C, D, F). Individual programs reserve the right to establish more stringent requirements
regarding the acceptance of C grades.
• No course work approved for transfer below grade of B; no course work approved for transfer included in
calculation of GPA.
• Graduate course work only (500 level or higher) may be applied to a graduate degree with at least one half
of required course work designated exclusively for graduate students (600 or higher).
• All Incompletes (I) converted to letter grade by last day of class of semester in which candidate plans to
graduate.
• All grades of Continued (CO), Progress (PR) and No Grade (NG) converted to letter grades by last day of class
of semester in which candidate plans to graduate.
• All course work taken within prescribed time limits (master’s, six years; Ph.D., eight years with any
extensions approved by Graduate School).
• All requirements for theses/dissertations must be completed by the deadline published in the Academic
Calendar of the semester in which the candidate plans to graduate, including:
• Final defense of thesis/dissertation
• ETD Approval Form with all approval signatures, including the graduate dean’s and, if applicable,
documentation of IRB or IACUC approval number
• Submission of the ETD to the VCU Digital Archives according to instructions on the VCU Graduate
School Thesis and Dissertation webpage (Candidate should confirm with adviser program director all
internal schedules for submission of copy, defense and approval.)
• Survey of Earned Doctorates [All doctoral students must complete the Survey of Earned Doctorates
(SED). In order to complete the survey, go to: https://sed.norc.org/survey. Refer to the Thesis and
Dissertation
• Manual on the VCU Graduate School Thesis and Dissertation webpage for further information.]
• Publication with ProQuest (All doctoral dissertations must be published with ProQuest.
Dissertations are submitted directly by the student through the UMI/ProQuest’s ETD Administrator
site for VCU. Submitting to ProQuest does not satisfy the university’s requirement of submission. You
must submit to the VCU Digital Archives separately in order to fulfill this requirement for
graduation.)
• Students must settle all financial obligations with VCU’s Office of Student Accounting.
Revised 5/11/2010 by University Graduate Council (text from Graduate and Professional Bulletins 2012-13)

MFA in Design Studies
Program Overview

Curriculum Goals
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The Design Studies Track in the MFA in Design
degree program is designed to:
The MFA in Design Studies defines and inhabits an
• Develop creative leaders with the skills and
area between design disciplines. The purpose of our
knowledge needed to achieve success as design
professionals and practitioners, entrepreneurs and
program is to produce designers who are experts at
negotiating and utilizing elements of many different
researchers.
fields to construct new tailored experiences.
• Develop leaders able to creatively engage with the
broad design community to bring added value to
Tomorrow’s designers must be able to understand
the regional economy, society and culture.
their audiences, collaborators and patrons in original • Develop graduates with high levels of creativity,
literacy and knowledge across the design
and authentic ways. Global cultures already
experience design in a singular fashion. Our practices
disciplines.
combine graphics, interaction, engineering, systems, • Provide a program that integrates practice and
architecture, fashion and product design into a
theory to ensure the highest level of critical
knowledge on the part of the participants.
merged experience. Designers who are able to work
outside their individual discipline will be at an
• Provide increased focus and visibility for individual
advantage. The designers of the future will need to
and collaborative research activity that has an
applied focus.
navigate between forms of practice, combining
elements and skills to create new products, visuals,
• Develop graduates with skills and knowledge to
environments and interactions.
make meaningful contributions to pedagogy and
teaching in the design disciplines.
We are looking for creative, motivated, hardworking, • Provide a program with a studio component that
self-directed individuals, willing to engage with
enables the student to produce a final project of
challenging topics. The program sets high demands
high professional quality.
on its students, requiring them to familiarize and
• Provide opportunities that encourage students to
grasp the myriad of variables involved in meaningful
engage and present their work in connection with
design, while simultaneously having the discipline
the professional world.
and rigor to formulate their own assessment of what • Develop graduates that are able to apply
being a designer - in all its guises – entails today. Our
sustainability principles to all aspects of their work.
students should be able to question; be open to
The program will focus on the following learning
explore and experiment; stay true to ethical
foundations; lead and be bold, while being open and outcomes for graduate students:
flexible to adjust to shifting paradigms. We strive to
• Students will increase their capabilities in a chosen
expose them to a variety of tools, materials and
discipline and be able to collaborate across
disciplines.
methods, while providing the theoretical background
and research methodologies that will allow each
• Students will adapt to new opportunities and be
student to develop their own
ready to deal with new and currently unforeseen
forms of design practice as well as respond to
unique ideas.
changes in direction within the discipline.
The MFA in Design Studies celebrates the amorphous • Students will explore and integrate ideas from
cultural movements, cultural policies, cultural
notion of what we call ‘Empirical Vagueness’, a term
that encapsulates the simultaneously analytical, yet
theories and the dynamics of cultural change.
intuitive, fashion in which a design endeavor is
• Students will be able to use the technologies
developed. Our students, alumni and faculty all play a
related to their respective fields and be able to
innovate in their application to practical projects
role in exploring and fostering this as an essential, if
inherently open ended, calling.
and outcomes.
• Student will manage their own careers and rely on
their own entrepreneurial skills.
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MFA Curriculum Map
Program courses

Required or
Elective

Outcomes
A

B

C

D

E

DESI 510 Material and Methods

R

2A

2

2

3A

2A

DESI 511 Studio in Digital Design and Fabrication Technology

R

2

2A

2

1A

2

DESI 512 Studio in Visual Communication

R

2A

2A

2

2A

2

DESI 520 Design Research Methodologies

R

2A

1

2

2A

2

DESI 601 Design Culture: Interdisciplinary Design Seminar

R

2A

2

3A

0

0

DESI 605 Design Strategies and Ethics for Business

R

2A

2

2A

2

3A

DESI 611 Design Studio: 1

R

2

2

2

1

3A

DESI 612 Design Studio: 2

R

2

3

3

2

3A

DESI 613 Design Studio: 3

R

2

3

3

2

3A

DESI 620 Thesis Formulation: Design Research Studio

R

2A

2A

2A

2

2

DESI 621 Leadership and Entrepreneurship

R

2A

2

0

2

2A

DESI 630 Teaching Practicum

E

2

2

2

0

0

DESI 631 Design Internship

E

2

2

2

0

3

DESI 690 Thesis Design Studio

R

3A

2

2A

2

3A

Learning Outcome A
Students will demonstrate the ability to effectively communicate in speech and writing about their research and studio
activities.
Learning Outcome B
Students will demonstrate the ability to practice lifelong learning by dealing with new forms of design practice and other
changes in the discipline.
Learning Outcome C
Students will demonstrate the ability to integrate ideas from historical, social, and cultural movements; from policies
and theories; and from the dynamics of historical, social, and cultural change.
Learning Outcome D
Students will demonstrate the ability to apply appropriate technologies to projects in their field.
Learning Outcome E
Students will demonstrate the ability to synthesize knowledge from different disciplines to solve design problems.
A - Data to assess student learning are collected.
0 - Does not teach this outcome.
1 - Introduces students to this outcome.
2 - Give students opportunities to practice this outcome.
3 - Provides students opportunities to demonstrate mastery of this outcomes.
E - Counts toward the degree but is an elective.
R - Required.

Program Plan – Design Studies Track
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Probationary course work
Probationary course work may be required prior to gaining full admission to the program. The amount and
type of undergraduate course work will be determined at the time of application, and no graduate credit will
be awarded for this probationary course work. The decision to grant full admission will be based upon
successful completion of the required course work.
Typical program pattern
credit
First semester
DESI 511 Studio in Digital Design and Fabrication Technology
3
DESI 520 Design Research Methodologies
3
DESI 601 Interdisciplinary Design Seminar
3
DESI 611 Design Studio One
6
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Second semester
DESI 510 Materials and Methods Studio
3
DESI 512 Studio in Visual Communications
3
DESI 612 Design Studio Two
6
Approved studio elective*
3
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Third semester
DESI 605 Design Strategies and Ethics for Business
3
DESI 613 Design Studio Three
6
DESI 620 Design Thesis Research and Formulation
3
Approved studio elective*
3
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Fourth semester
DESI 621 Design Research Studio: Leadership and Entrepreneurship
3
DESI 630 Teaching Practicum in Design or
DESI 631 Design Internship
3
DESI 690 Thesis Studio
9
Total credits
60
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------* The 6 credits of approved electives can be selected from a variety of 500- to 600-level courses offered at
VCUQatar, VCU in Richmond, another Education City university or another internationally accredited
university anywhere in the world.

MFA in Design Studies Course Description:
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DESI 510 Materials and Methods Studio
Semester course; 6 studio hours. 3 credits.
Prerequisite: permission of program director.
Studio course that develops skills in the use of materials, methods and technologies relevant to a broad
range of activities pertaining to design.
DESI 511 Studio in Digital Design and Fabrication Technology
Semester course; 2 lecture and 3 studio hours. 3 credits.
Prerequisite: permission of program director.
A studio-based examination of design research methods with emphasis placed on new technology of threedimensional digital design and fabrication. The studio will utilize recently installed and existing facilities,
faculty and resources at Digital Fabrication Lab at VCUQatar.
DESI 512 Studio in Visual Communications
Semester course; 2 lecture and 3 studio hours. 3 credits.
Prerequisite: permission of program director.
A studio-based examination of design research methods with emphasis placed on time-based media
production. The course is designed to provide a lab/studio opportunity for students to develop media skills
while focusing on individual production, collaborative projects and critical discussion. The studio will utilize
recently installed and existing facilities, faculty, and resources at Media Lab at VCUQatar.
DESI 520 Design Research Methodologies
Semester course; 2 lecture and 3 studio hours. 3 credits.
Prerequisite: permission of program director.
A studio-based examination of design research methods with emphasis placed on linking knowledge,
comprehension and application of historic and emerging methods of experimentation to generative and
iterative studies.
DESI 601 Interdisciplinary Design Seminar
Semester course; 3 lecture hours. 3 credits.
A seminar to examine the theories and practices related to the contemporary designer’s role in the
technological, psychological, cultural and aesthetic environment. The seminar will include exploration of
historical and contemporary art, architecture, communications, cultural theory and design criticism. The
course involves intensive professional debate of various aspects of interdisciplinary design practice, ongoing
group discussion, and exercises in critical writing. Professionals at the university and outside of the
university will be invited for participation.
DESI 603 Design and Visual Communication Education
Semester course; 3 lecture hours. 3 credits.
This course will explore the philosophical, informational, and technical aspects of design education.
DESI 605 Design Strategies and Ethics for Business
Semester course; 3 lecture hours. 3 credits.
An investigation of precedents and potentials for application of design methods and processes to the
development of business strategies and ethics.
DESI 611 Design Studio One
Semester course; 12 studio hours. 6 credits.
A topical studio focusing on research, experimentation and problem-solving methods from a cross section
of design disciplines.
DESI 612 Design Studio Two
Semester course; 12 studio hours. 6 credits. Studio course focusing on interdisciplinary, team-based
approaches to identifying and solving advanced design problems.
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DESI 613 Design Studio Three
Semester course; 12 studio hours. 6 credits.
Prerequisites: successful completion of 30 credits of graduate study and permission of the program director.
Studio course focusing on experimentation, analysis and development of creative projects that directly
contribute to a design brief to be used as a basis for the final thesis.
DESI 620 Design Thesis Research and Formulation
Semester course; 2 lecture and 3 studio hours. 3 credits.
Prerequisites: successful completion of 30 credit hours of graduate study and permission of
the program director.
Students examine applied research methods with emphasis placed on comprehension and analysis of case
studies and then apply design research methods to test original proposals in a studio environment.
Through development of design processes, students define an individual or team project of complex scope
and intensity.
DESI 621 Design Research Studio: Leadership and Entrepreneurship
Semester course; 1 lecture and 6 studio hours. 3 credits.
Prerequisites: successful completion of 30 credit hours of graduate study and permission of the program
director.
Students evaluate emerging leadership methodologies by applying lessons from case studies and emerging
fields of knowledge. Course provides collaborative and presentation opportunities.
DESI 630 Teaching Practicum in Design
Semester course; 1 lecture and 6 practicum hours. 3 credits.
Prerequisite: completion of 18 credit hours of graduate study.
Exploration of philosophical, informational and technical aspects of design education. Observation,
instruction and practice in teaching. Topics include effective teaching strategies, curriculum development,
learning styles and evaluation techniques. Graded as P/F.
DESI 631 Design Internship
Semester course; 1 lecture and 6 studio hours. 3 credits.
Prerequisites: successful completion of 30 credit hours of graduate study and permission of
the program director.
Provides supervised practical work experience that is coordinated with professional designers under the
guidance of the design faculty. Internship placement is based upon research interest. Graded as P/F.
DESI 690 Thesis Studio
Semester course; variable hours (2 studio hours per credit; 1 seminar hour per 3 credits). 1, 3, 6 or 9 credits.
Prerequisites: successful completion of 30 credit hours of graduate study and permission of
the program director.
This course will support and assist the student in the development and completion of the final thesis
project. Executed under the supervision of a graduate adviser and review committee. Graded as S/U/F.
DESI 692 Interdisciplinary Design Research/Individual Study
Semester course; 3-9 studio hours. 1-3 credits. May be repeated.
The structuring, research, execution and presentation of an independent project in interdisciplinary design
under the guidance of a faculty member.
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Residency
It is preferred that all students accepted into the
program be full-time and enroll in 15 credits per
semester.
Candidates for all master’s degrees in the School of
the Arts have six years to complete all degree
requirements. The above limitations apply to both
full-time and part-time students. A petition for an
extension is initiated with the academic or thesis
adviser.
Continuous enrollment – Pre-candidate
Once admitted to a degree program, a graduate
student is expected to comply with minimum
enrollment of one course per 12-month period from
the beginning of his/her program.
Continuous enrollment – Candidate
A graduate student who has completed course
requirements for a degree must register for at least
one credit at VCU each fall and spring semester until
the degree is awarded. Students must be enrolled
during their graduation semesters.
Revised 5/8/2012
University Graduate Council
------------------------------------------------

Three formal reviews of graduate
students in the MFA Design Studies
Program

• The student does not meet program requirements,
is not recommended for candidacy, and does not
continue in the program.
-----------------------------------------------2. Thesis Review & Proposal
Upon completion of the first year course
requirements and admission to candidacy, each
student will present an initial proposal for his/her
thesis project for faculty review.
The initial proposal should include:
A description of the area of focus and the design
problem
Ideas about an appropriate research methodology
A review of the research to date on the problem
The faculty will review the initial proposal. The initial
proposal can be approved, recommended for
revision, or rejected. Upon approval of the initial
proposal, the student will develop a full proposal
under the guidance of the director of the graduate
program.
The thesis project must test an original design
question synthesized through the development of a
design process, investigative research and an
individual project of complex scale and scope.
It is a requirement that the student exhibit his/her
thesis/creative project. The final product must be in a
format that can be presented for an extended period
without the student present.
------------------------------------------------

1. Candidacy Review
3. Thesis Defense
Graduate students are subject to a candidacy review
upon completion of 15-30 credits of graduate work.
The purpose of the candidacy review is to assess the
progress of the graduate student and determine
whether the appropriate level of skills and knowledge
has been achieved to proceed to the thesis stage.

The student will meet with the members of his/her
committee at an appointed time to defend his/her
thesis. The student will present the project then
answer any questions put forward by the reviewers.
The committee will vote to either pass the candidate,
pass with revisions, or fail the project. Passing the
defense is a necessary requirement for the successful
The graduate student applying for candidacy
assembles their work to date. All projects completed completion of the degree.
by the student should be represented. The faculty will format:
Brief Overview by Thesis Defendant: Candidate
assess the work and vote on the student’s admission 1.
summarizes the thesis and its importance
to candidacy. Assessment of the work will be based
2.
Committee Member Question and Answer
upon knowledge, skills, insight, originality, scope,
Period: we each ask thesis-related questions in turn
depth, completeness, quality, and organization. The
3.
Committee Deliberation Period: Candidate
student cannot proceed to the thesis phase without
leaves the defense room while we deliberate and vote
achieving candidacy.
on the thesis verdict:
a.
Pass without Revisions
The faculty review will result in one of the following
b.
Pass
with Minor Revisions
decisions:
c.
Pass with Major Revisions
d.
Fail
• The student meets the program requirements, is
Delivery of Verdict: Candidate re-enters the
recommended for candidacy, and continues in the 4.
defense room and receives the Committee’s verdict
program.
• The student does not meet program requirements, on the thesis.
is recommended for additional study, and has
candidacy deferred until the next semester.
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demonstrate the significance of their topic, generate
the sub-problems, develop parameters, and
First Year, Fall Semester
determine the methodology. You are encouraged to
1. Pre-Thesis preparation
see the “problem” areas within a topic... by
During the first semester of study, the graduate
identifying problematic or that which needs to be
understood, you get a head start on forming a
student begins discussion with the MFA Program
Director and faculty on possible topics and directions statement or argument.
for a thesis. A student may research and explore
ideas for independent study or choose an appropriate The following must be prepared in the form of a
elective. Students may take graduate elective courses written preliminary thesis proposal
outside of the department as a means of developing
and distributed to the Graduate Committee two
weeks prior to the candidacy
interests related to possible thesis topics, and to
make contact with potential external advisors.
review presentation:
The Graduate Seminar is another opportunity to
a. Student’s name, date, Department.
explore topics.
b. Planned date of graduation.
c. Degree sought.
First Year, Spring Semester
d. Title of the thesis/creative project.
2. Candidacy Review Forms
e. An abstract with a maximum of 150 words (see
Candidacy Review Forms are due to the MFA Program examples).
Director by Week 17 (April 27 - May1, 2014).
Abstract Examples
Our contemporary digital, fast paced, fast-food,
How to begin: Starting the second week of classes
this spring, you should begin to identify your topic
information now culture is running the risk of losing the
interests and begin to schedule meetings with
meanings of individualism, innovation, invention and
department faculty, during their office hours, to
discovery. In this darkness, a subversion of normative
(reality) and an expansion of perception are necessary. My
discuss your ideas. You are strongly encouraged to
research and visually explore topic ideas on your
thesis addresses the effects of de-contextualization on the
own. “Essentialize” aspects of your topic and integrate interpreting and learning processes. My framework will be
these aspects whenever possible in your course work the concept of the electronic (moving) book—hypertext and
this spring.
what I have termed hypertypography— as object and as
body of knowledge.
Near the end of February, you should be working on a
single topic proposal and seek advice from only a few The content of this thesis project involved the translation
faculty for formulation of your Thesis/Creative Project and interpretation of a preexisting literary narrative (in
Topic Proposal and visual presentation.
this case George Orwell’s 1984) into a multi-media exhibit
space. On a personal level the project evolved out of my
3. Thesis/Creative Project Topic Proposal
desire as a visual communicator musician and literary
A Thesis/Creative Project proposal is made during the enthusiast to bring the novel into a life-size interactive
multimedia format. On a professional level the project
10th week of the semester. The proposal should
reflect research (relevant historical and informational served as an experiment to help form an interdisciplinary
references) as well as visual exploration. The Design
teaching methodology for use in the design classroom.
Studio II and Workshop may include opportunities to
support work related to the project.
f. A statement of intent that addresses the objectives
and the basis and the directions for the work by
3.1 Preliminary Thesis/Creative Project Proposal. answering the following questions:
The preliminary graduate thesis or creative project
proposal is submitted two weeks before the student’s Why is this a worthwhile design problem?
candidacy review presentation, normally in the
• for yourself?
• for the field?
second semester of study. Below are questions that
should be answered in the preliminary thesis
proposal. The student will be required to submit a
Where do you see this topic proposal leading you
formal proposal in the fall semester of the final year after VCU? Describe the current state of the art
(See 5.1 Formal Graduate Thesis/Creative Project
regarding these problems.
Proposal Format) after supplemental search and
• give visual examples.
research during the summer after the first year.
• who is doing what.
• what is wrong.
Students will also conduct a literature search to
determine the originality of the proposal. Students
• what are the opportunities (where can
are reminded that the thesis must represent an
contributions be made).
original contribution to the information base of the
discipline and not a retrieval exercise. Students must

Phases and Requirements

Identify your strength and weaknesses regarding the
above problems.
• where do you come from? (such as a
technical, philosophic, or cultural point of
view).
• what do you need to read, learn?
• what new skills do you need?
• what do you already know?
• what can you already do?
Who and where are possible resources (people,
information, equipment).
• at VCU?
• beyond VCU?
What will determine the success of your study? Note
that, at this point, this is only speculation.
• the validity of any statement or argument
you make?
• the validity of any solution you create?
g. A bibliography.
Preliminary proposals must be made in writing and
delivered to the Graduate Committee faculty,
participating external critics, and the department
chairman by the tenth week (two weeks prior to the
visual presentation). The MFA Program Director will
send copies you have prepared to the external
critic(s). The review will be cancelled if this deadline
is missed.
Your written proposal should be reasonable in
length. Anything between 1000-2000 words is an
appropriate range.
It is recommended that you seek assistance with
writing a draft of your proposal from the VCUQ
Writing Center <writingcenter@qatar.vcu.edu>. They
offer appointments. This is not an editing service per
se. They would read your work, discuss it, point out
problems and instruct you regarding how to correct
those problems. They can see students multiple times
and frequently the tutors in the center see “regulars”
with whom they work throughout the semester.
There is currently not a fee for this.
3.2 Candidacy Review Presentation.
Candidacy review is one of three formal reviews of
graduate students in the MFA Design Studies
Program. Degree-seeking graduate students who have
completed at least fifteen but fewer than thirty
graduate credits, are required by the School of
Graduate Studies to be reviewed for candidacy by the
Graduate Committee of the MFA in Design Studies.
The purpose of this review is to inform the graduate
faculty regarding the knowledge, skills, and insight of
the student. While the granting of candidate status is
not a guarantee of graduation, it is confirmation from
the faculty to the student that his/her current level of

performance is a strong indicator for successful
completion of degree requirements.
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The review consists of a visual presentation and
discussion of the written preliminary
proposal for thesis/creative project study.
The preliminary proposal should be complete, and
should present a focusing of interests toward a
manageable research problem. It should reflect
research (relevant historical and information
references) as well as visual exploration. The
objective is to develop an informed perspective on
the topic selected enabling the student to define the
basis and/or direction of his/her exploration.
As a document which will be weighed by the
Graduate Committee for recommendation
of a candidate’s continuance in the program, it
should focus on the student’s development as a
interdisciplinary designer and researcher; on areas of
interest for further study; on the ability to apply
critical analysis to their own work and its precedents;
on the ability to articulate concepts in verbal as well
as visual terms; and on a plan for meeting personal
goals.
The visual presentation must articulate the major
aspect of your proposal. The audience includes the
Graduate Committee, but more importantly it must
communicate well to the entire MFA community.
Communication must be clear and concise, and
generally prepared in a professional manner. The
presentation will include up to half an hour for each
student to verbally articulate the proposal and
discuss any questions regarding a thesis proposal.
Your audience must very clearly understand what
your proposed topic area is and that you have a grasp
on an issue or the issues involved. This is a
interdisciplinary design challenge to clearly and
concisely visualize a major aspect of your proposal.
The venue of the presentations is expected to be the
graduate studio, Room 380. Appropriate alternative
venues may be approved by the MFA Program
Director.
3.3 Critique of the presentations.
On week 1 (between April 27 - May 1), we will have an
open critique of the presentations, involving all of the
first year students, the visiting critic(s), graduate
faculty, the MFA Program Director as well as any
interested faculty. Presentations will include up to
half an hour for each student to verbally articulate
the proposal and discuss any questions regarding a
thesis proposal.

3.4 Approval of Thesis/Creative Project proposals.
After reading the preliminary proposal and viewing
the visual presentation, the graduate faculty will
independently comment on and ultimately vote on
each candidacy. The MFA Program Director will be
responsible for informing each candidate of the
graduate faculty’s review and relaying additional
comments regarding the proposal.
The faculty may reach one of three conclusions:
1. The student meets departmental
requirements for candidacy and is recommended for
continuation in the program.
2. The student has not shown sufficient
development at this time, but the faculty believes
additional study will most likely result in such
development. Candidacy status is deferred, and the
student will be reviewed again the following
semester. Additional provisional coursework may be
assigned.
3. The student does not meet departmental
requirements for candidacy and is not recommended
for continuation in the program. Upon granting
candidacy, faculty may also request a revised thesis
proposal should the initial proposal require further
articulation or development. Confirmation of
candidate status will be deferred until all outstanding
Incomplete grades are resolved. Students with less
than a 3.0 academic average will not be granted
candidacy. The student will be informed in writing of
the faculty’s decision regarding candidacy by the
School of the Arts Office of Graduate Studies.
Comments will be forwarded by the main thesis
advisor or the MFA Program Director.
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should not expect to be in contact over the summer
with 9 month – faculty advisors, however the MFA
Program Director remains available for the entire
year.
5. Thesis Project Development (Second Year, Fall
Semester)
The Fall semester of the second year is a critical stage
for the thesis project development. Students are
required to file an abstract, confirm main thesis
advisor and commitments from other advisor(s) and
a reader to the MFA Program Director before the third
week of the semester. The Graduate Committee
meets by the fourth week to approve advisors and
reader, and make committee assignments if needed.
Most critical reading and research should be done by
the mid-semester. However, emphasis of coursework
should be on preliminary visual search and
development in order to generate insight and original
visual samples (versus merely collecting available
samples). During this semester second year students
are encouraged to work with faculty within DESI 690
Thesis Studio to research for this purpose, especially
the main thesis advisor. Note that independent
studies should be arranged at the end of the previous
semester if possible. The DESI 620 Design Research
and Formulation course may aid to further develop
research material. Students are responsible to seek
regular consultation with advisors.

5.1 Formal Graduate Thesis Project Proposal
Format
The formal graduate thesis project proposal is due
The main thesis advisor will work with the student to prior to the end of the fall semester. While the
revise the proposal into its final form, due the
following is a suggested format for proposals, and
following semester (see appendix a.1, Formal
other alternatives may be more appropriate for the
Graduate Thesis Proposal Format). The final proposal student’s study, this format does guarantee that
is submitted to the main thesis advisor, Program
primary issues of concern are covered. Should
Director prior to the end of study in the third
students have questions regarding the proposal, they
semester. Following the submission of this proposal, should contact the main thesis advisor or another
the student will make arrangements for regular
graduate faculty with thesis advising experience.
meetings with the advisor and will develop a more
Copies of theses completed by graduate students in
detailed calendar for the completion of thesis work.
This proposal is required.
Students are expected to take advantage of the
summer months to further their thesis work (e.g. do
critical reading, collect information and data) on their
own or possibly with more coursework). Students
should not expect to be in contact over the summer
with 9 month – faculty advisors, however the
Graduate Coordinator remains available for the
entire year.
4. Reading, Data Collection (Summer)
Students are expected to take advantage of the
summer months to further their thesis work (e.g. do
critical reading, collect information and data) on their
own or possibly with more coursework). Students

VCUQatar
MFA in Design Studies
Thesis Documentation
Guidelines
The VCUQatar MFA thesis documentation is one of
the two artifacts resulting from the course of a MFA
student’s thesis research (the other being the thesis
exhibition). Because the VCUQatar’s MFA program is
interdisciplinary, it is difficult to craft a one-size-fitsall outline for format of the thesis documentation.
The vagueness of the following outline is intentional
to allow the student and his or her thesis committee
the flexibility necessary to adequately document the
all the various courses of study possible under the
department’s interdisciplinary framework.
The Role of the Thesis Committee
The student’s thesis committee is the arbiter of the
final format of the student’s thesis documentation.
As long as the concepts in the following outline are
included, the student may expand, combine, rename
or eliminate the specific sections with the
committee’s approval. The following outline should
be thought of as the standard but with the
understanding that alterations may be necessary to
accommodate the various courses of research
possible in an interdisciplinary program.
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Length of Thesis
The length of the thesis documentation will depend
on the decisions made by the student and his or her
committee. Essentially the document should be long
enough to cover all the concepts in the thesis outline
below, but the nature of the topic, the use of visual
materials, and the format will affect the length of the
finished the final document. Although there is no
official minimum word count, the MFA faculty believe
that it would be extremely difficult to adequately
cover the outlined concepts in less than 5,000 words
(not counting lists of works cited,
acknowledgements, or appendices). The standard
length is approximately 10,000 words. The
percentages referenced in the outline below are
reference standards, but students and their graduate
committees may find that they need to be altered to
adequately document each specific course of study.

Textual Format
The format of the thesis documentation text should
follow the Chicago Manual of Style 16th edition.
Within this format there are two citation systems –
either “note-bibliography” (NB) or “author-date”.
Although either is acceptable for purposes of the
thesis documentation, only one should be used
consistently throughout the document. In other
words, a mixture of the two systems is not
acceptable. Of the two systems, the NB format is
preferable due to the flexibility it allows in citing nonThe Visual Nature of the Thesis Documentation
The VCUQatar MFA thesis should be seen as a visual standard source material. Either footnotes or
document. As a standard, it should be seen more as a endnotes are acceptable when using the NB system.
For more information, see the Chicago Manual of
book about the thesis investigation rather than a
Style 16th Edition, or visit https://
purely academic account of a study (although the
owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/01/ .
latter would be acceptable if the thesis committee
feels it is the best way of documenting the course of
study). Images, information graphics, diagrams,
process sketches, and other visual representations
are expected to be included as part of the
documentation. The ratio of images to written text
will depend on the nature of each student’s thesis –
with some topics requiring more visual
representation and others requiring more textual
explanation. The student will need to work closely
with the members of his or her committee to
determine the proper balance between visual and
textual information.

Thesis Documentation Outlines
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4.

Abstract
4.1.
This section summarizes the entirety of the thesis research and must be entirely textual. It
should not exceed 300 words.

5.

Table of Contents
5.1.
This section is a simple outline of all thesis sections and subsections that indicate corresponding
page numbers.

6.

Acknowledgements
6.1.
This section is an area to acknowledge the people who have helped with the completion of the
student’s course of research. Assistance or support from foundations or institutions should also
be mentioned here.

7.

Introduction
7.1.
This section is to introduce the reader to the student’s course of research. This section should
explain the scope and purpose of the entire thesis project.
7.2.
The introduction should include the following information. This information can either be
included as formal subsections or simply as elements of the section as a whole. Nevertheless,
the following information must be represented:
7.2.1.
Problem Statement – This is a clear explanation of the problem that defines the thesis
exploration.
7.2.2.
Justification – This is the rationale for the study and why the study is important in the field
of design and the greater societal or cultural sphere.
7.2.3.
Delimitations – This is an explanation of the limits of the course of research. Essentially
this is an explanation of what the research isn’t. For example, if a student’s course of
research included a survey of opinions regarding a particular design, the delimitations
section may indicate that the research is only intended to summarize opinions as they are
relevant to the design problem and not intended to add to a generalizable, scientific body
of research.
7.3.
This section should constitute approximately 20 percent of the entire thesis paper.
7.4.
It should be primarily textual, but may also include images and graphic representations of
information.

8.

Background
8.1.
This section is to provide the reader with the background information necessary to understand
the context of the research problem being investigated in the thesis. Throughout this section, the
student should explain what other research has been done that relates to his or her
investigation.
8.2.
The background section should include the following information intergraded into the greater
section or set within subsections:
8.2.1.
Historical/theoretical (literature review) – This section provides context to the thesis
problem by outlining relevant historical or theoretical precedents. Essentially, this is the
information that contextualizes the problem within the history of design or culture. This
section could also cite studies or research that provide evidence contextualizing the
research problem. Traditionally, this is a textual analysis, but it could also include images
and graphic representations of information.
8.2.2.
Precedents/antecedents – This section outlines other investigations into the problem or
similar problems. Essentially, this section should provide context to the research problem
by providing examples and critique of the ways other designers, artists, researchers, etc.
have addressed the same or analogous problems. Although this section should include a
textual discussion, images and other visual references should also be included.
8.3.
The background section should include a mix of textual argument and images.
8.4.
As a whole, the background section should constitute approximately 30 percent of the entire
thesis document.

9.

Investigation
9.1.
The investigation section is the documentation of exploration throughout the thesis process as
well as the presentation of the final outcome.
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The structure documentation in the investigation section is largely up to the student, but it
should include the following concepts - either set into subsections or incorporated into the larger
section:
9.2.1.
Methodology – This section is an explanation of the student’s exploration over the course
of researching the thesis. The format is largely up to the student, but the explanation
should include visual representations of the experimentation, processes and
developments undertook during the thesis research process.
9.2.2.
Outcome – This section is a presentation of the final outcome arrived at through the course
of the thesis research. Generally, this section should simply present the final product of the
thesis research. Comments and criticism as to the effectiveness of the outcome (the
contextualized outcome) should be reserved for the following Conclusions section. Like the
Methodology section, a significant portion of this section will most likely include visual
representations.
9.3.
The entire Investigation section should constitute approximately 30 percent of the entire thesis
document.
9.2.

10. Conclusions
10.1. The Conclusions section should be an analysis of how the thesis exploration (outlined in the
Investigation section) relates to the contextual information (outlined in the Background section).
10.2. The Conclusions section should include the following information either integrated into the
discussion or set out in subsections:
10.2.1.
Findings – this is a detailed discussion of what was discovered through the course of
research. The section should also be a discussion of what was not discovered throughout
the research process and why.
10.2.2.
Evaluation - this section is a discussion relating what was discovered through the course
of research to the historical, theoretical, precedents and/or antecedent studies outlined in
the Background section.
10.2.3.
Further Directions – This section outlines what could have been done differently
throughout the course of research. This section may also outline what may be done if this
research was continued into the future and plans for the use of the current research
beyond the requirements of the MFA program.
10.3. This section should be primarily textual but can include images and other graphic
representations of information as appropriate.
10.4. The conclusions section should be approximately 20 percent of the entire thesis document.
11. List of Works Cited.
11.1. This section is a list of all cited works in Chicago Manual of Style citation format (either note/bib
or author/date, depending on the style used in the document).
12. Appendices
12.1. Required appendices include:
12.1.1.
Thesis exhibition documentation.
12.1.1.1.
This is photographic documentation and associated information of the Master’s
Thesis Exhibition. This information should include the title, date and location of the
exhibition, as well as captions for exhibition photos.
12.1.2.
Institutional Review Board approval/exception documents (if applicable).
12.2. At the discretion of the thesis committee, additional appendices may be necessary if a topic
needs clarification beyond which was provided in the above sections. These appendices may
include, but are not limited to:
12.2.1.
Glossary
12.2.2.
Translations of key phrases or words
12.2.3.
Topical clarifications
12.2.4.
Tangential research.

6. Directed Research, Thesis/Creative Project
The spring semester requires students to enroll in
DESI 690 Thesis Studio. Work on the Creative Project
or formal Thesis, as well as preparation for all of the
the following, is to be done within the context of the
course.
Students enrolled in DESI 690 Thesis Studio are
required to attend the weekly joint workshop class
sessions and to make one or more presentations.
Each presentation will review work relevant to and
completed in the graduate program to that date and
should include a presentation of any thesis/creative
project study. The thesis/creative project review
(section 6.1), the MFA Thesis/Creative Project Exhibit
(section 6.2), and the first draft of the thesis or
creative project documentation (described above) will
be evaluated to establish the grade for DESI 690
Thesis Studio.
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questions in advance. The student can expect
questions from the faculty in their effort to clarify
information and to determine the student’s depth of
understanding of the subject. Faculty may make
suggestions as to alternate approaches, cite
additional resources, or recommend a shift in the
scope of the study. The student should view this as an
opportunity to engage the faculty in dialogue about
the topic and not as a “pass-or-fail” review.

6.2 MFA Thesis/Creative Project Exhibit
All students are required to make a retrospective
public presentation (exhibition, lecture, performance,
etc.) of their graduate work in their last full semester
of study. The thesis/creative project must be
thoroughly represented in this presentation, visually
and with written documentation. Two credits of the
nine credits for DESI 690 will be based on this
exhibit. This grade will be assigned by the Graduate
Committee. Students are expected to consider
6.1 Thesis/Creative Project Review
content, appropriateness of the exhibition format and
Thesis review is the second of three formal reviews.
space, and the design of the exhibit itself. Students
The review is required of all graduate students during engaged in the Creative Project Option are required to
the last semester of study and should be completed
have completed an appropriate number of additional
by the fourth week of classes at the latest. Reviews
studio projects prior to the exhibition and after the
will not be scheduled after this. The purpose of the
thesis review. These quantitative requirements will
review is to give the student substantive comments
allow a curatorial process to ensue for the purpose of
on the progress of his/her thesis study. It is an
exhibition. The exhibition must reflect this curatorial
opportunity for the student to acquaint faculty, who
process. Students who have elected a written format
ultimately make evaluative decisions regarding the
for the thesis will be expected to include a visual
success of the thesis/creative project, with the details presentation; those in the visual track will be
of the student’s study. Furthermore, the review
expected to include a written description. An
permits discussion that might influence the final
announcement detailing time and place is required
direction of the study at a time when change in
and should be delivered to all faculty
direction or pursuit of resources is still feasible. Nine mailboxes at least one week prior to the event. The
credits of DESI 690 will be based on this review. This
Graduate Committee is required to attend and review
grade will be assigned by the Graduate Committee.
all presentations and exhibitions.
The student is responsible for presenting written and
visual documentation of the problem under research,
organization of the study, methodology used,
bibliography of resources upon which current work is
based, and progress to date. Presentation of content
beyond a reiteration of the formal thesis proposal is
required.

6.3 Oral Review
The Oral Review is the last review of work toward the
MFA in Design Studies. It is scheduled by the student
through the main thesis advisor at a time that is
convenient for the student and all members of the
thesis committee and the department chairman. The
purpose of this review is to summarize work in the
graduate program and on the thesis, and for the
committee to sign off on the student’s preparation to
enter the profession. Students should expect
questions from faculty regarding these issues.

Documentation of research content is expected.
These studies are to have been started by the
beginning of the fourth semester and must be
documented in high quality digital format. In
addition, the faculty expects a student projection and The deadline for informing committee members of
timetable for the remaining work.
the Oral Review date is one month before the review.
The advisor will recommend when the student is
The presentation and discussion should not exceed
ready to schedule orals. The advisor will do so only
one hour. Because time is limited, candidates must
when he/she is confident that all problems in the
submit an up-to-date thesis/creative project outline
study and its documentation have been resolved and
to the committee at least one week prior to the
after all members of the committee have read a
review. Students failing to do so will not be reviewed. substantive draft. The first draft of the thesis is
This will eliminate time necessary to explain the
reviewed by the main thesis advisor. Subsequent
nature of the study and will allow faculty to prepare
drafts are submitted to associate advisor(s) and

readers. Readers’ comments are submitted to the
main thesis advisor. The student should submit the
final draft (inclusive of design) to the advisor,
readers, and the department chairman no later than
two weeks prior to the date of orals. Each semester
there is a date past which no orals will be given for
graduation that semester. This date, typically in final
exam week of spring semester, and prior to final
exams in the fall semester, may be obtained from
The Director of Graduate Studies.
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an advisor will be available every semester.
Additionally, graduate faculty will not approve offcampus thesis work for students who have not
completed six credits of thesis study on campus. The
formative stages of thesis development require a
level of faculty-student collaboration not possible on
a long-distance basis.

A student planning Oral Review in subsequent
semesters must be aware of the requirement
(detailed in Oral Review) to schedule this no later
The student should bring to the Oral Review two final than one month before the review, and only on the
copies of the thesis documentation and a digital
advice of the main thesis advisor and in agreement
portfolio documenting performance in the graduate
with the rest of the thesis committee. In subsequent
program (see Appendix a.2). This portfolio should be semester graduation, no thesis committee member
submitted to the Program Director no later than one should agree to an Oral Review without reviewing
week following the oral review.
and returning with comments at least one draft of
the documentation.
Signatures of the thesis committee are due at the
-----------------------------------------------Oral Review on the University’s approved form. All
Appendix
additional signatures are obtained via the SOTA
a.1 Thesis Project
Dean’s office. Final documents must be uploaded to
Documentation Format
the VCU Library’s Digital archives, http://
Because the MFA of Design Studies was approved under the
thesis rather than exhibition format, documentation of each
digarchive.library.vcu.edu/handle/10156/820.
student’s course of study is required for graduation.
Documentation must be in a format that can be retained by
6.4 Summer Semester Graduation, Graduation in the university.

Subsequent Semesters
Students expecting to extend their graduate thesis
work through into the summer session must have
submitted and discussed with their main thesis
advisor and Graduate Committee a first draft of their
thesis documentation prior to the end of the previous
spring semester. The main thesis advisor also must
submit a graduation application by the due date in
the previous spring semester. Finally, the student
must have a commitment from his/her advisors and
readers that the advisors will be available during the
summer months. Only if these conditions exist, and if
the Oral Review is completed before the close of the
summer session, will students be allowed to
retroactively graduate the previous spring. If these
conditions do not exist, the student will be required
to enroll in one credit of DESI 690 during the fall
semester to complete the thesis or creative project.
The student must remain consistently enrolled in
one credit of this course in every subsequent fall and
spring, until the Oral Review is completed. Graduate
students have a time limit of six years in which to
complete their degree. Orals scheduled for a
subsequent summer session require the enrollment
in one credit as well. Students who require a leave of
absence from this requirement may do so only after
consulting with the Director of Graduate Studies.
It is the student’s responsibility to schedule regular
contact with the main thesis advisor during these
subsequent semesters. Faculty are not obligated to
undertake thesis advising or reading during the
summer months, and it is erroneous to assume that

The MFA of Design Studies has approved thesis study that
results in the generation of original visual solutions
(creative project option), explorations to demonstrate
research concepts, and thesis study that results in a written
presentation of research. In either the Thesis or Creative
Project option, written articulation of the nature of the
research problem, the methodology employed, and an
evaluation of the results is necessary to document the study.
Although, the traditional format for documentation is an A4
vertically bound book, alternative formats may be submitted
with approval from the thesis advisor. Printed presentations
may vary in size, binding, and paper stock, but two copies
must be submitted regardless of style. If a thesis includes
media presentations, copies should be submitted with the
written documentation. Media presentations should be
accompanied by instructions for proper exhibition.
a.2 Digital Portfolio
All students graduating with the MFA in Design Studies are
required to archive digital documentation of their graduate
work with the MFA Design Studies Program. This
documentation consists of a CD containing at least 40
images of work completed during the course of study in the
MFA program. The CD must also contain a document listing
the image files and providing the following information for
each: file name, title, semester and year completed, course
and instructor, other collaborators (if any), and a general
project description. The CD must be submitted prior to the
student’s Oral Review and may be a part of that discussion.
With the approval of the student’s thesis advisor, alternative
formats may be submitted.

Responsibilities of Thesis Committee
Members

Reader
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• Responsible for reading and commenting on Thesis
documentation beginning after the student’s Final
Main Thesis Advisor
Review.
The person primarily responsible for:
• The reader would have primary responsibility for
being an objective reviewer of the document, and
• The regular advising of the student’s thesis
therefore would not be a significant contributor
development for the duration of that project during
the student’s second year;
to content development (but would not be strictly
prevented from offering some advice along
• The reviewing, and evaluating of progress reports.
the way).
Meetings with the student should be held on a
regular basis; i.e. weekly or as needed, but not
• The reader may be either internal or external
faculty.
fewer than 6-7 meetings in the third semester
---------------------------(about twice a month) and weekly during the last
semester of study. This includes any group or
formal reviews), but does not include independent Grammarian
study taken during the students’ semester.
• The student’s grading in DESI 690 in consultation
• A grammarian reviews and comments on the
and with the general consent of other advisors.
students’ MFA Thesis documentation during draft
stage. The student’s MFA Thesis committee will
• Fills out and submits the graduation application for
the student.
determine if a grammarian is required. If this is the
case, the committee will also determine who
• Responsible for relaying Final Thesis
documentation information to advisees.
among the Thesis committee members will serve
this role, or if an outside grammarian should be
• Initial and final reader for the students Thesis/
Creative Project documentation drafts. The main
utilized.
thesis advisor must be a full-time VCUQatar faculty • An outside grammarian would not be a formal
member.
member of the Thesis committee and is not
---------------------------required to sign the final Thesis documentation.
----------------------------

Associate Advisor(s)
Director of Graduate Studies
• Responsible in a secondary capacity: to assist and
contribute in the advising
and evaluation process; The associate advisor
should be capable to step into the role of main
advisor should it be necessary (this is not
applicable to external associate advisors).
• Meets in concert with other advisors and the
student for at least the Final Review and Oral
Review. Meetings with the student should be held
on a regular basis, but not fewer than 4-5 meetings
per regular semester (about once a month). This
includes any group or formal reviews.
• Responsible for reading and commenting on Thesis
documentation.
The associate advisor may be an external member,
however, as such must agree to all of the
responsibilities required for meeting and reading. In
addition to one, or more, associate advisors, students
are encouraged to have informal external advisors
who are not formally part of the MFA Thesis
committee (and are not required to read MFA Thesis
documentation, nor need to attended the formal
reviews, and consequently do not become official
signers of the final MFA Thesis documentation).
Students should properly acknowledge the
contributions of all individuals outside of the formal
thesis committee in their documentation.
----------------------------

The person may or may not be one of the advisors or
readers, but remains at least an ex officio member
during the second year of study.
• Is the advisor for first year students.
• Provides scheduling and requirements for
candidacy review presentations.
• Attends candidacy, Final Review and Oral Review
meetings.
• Schedules all departmental thesis reviews (e.g. the
candidacy review in April, Final Reviews for second
years) and assists in Oral Review scheduling).
• Responsible for relaying Final Thesis/Creative
Project documentation information to main thesis
advisor.
• Is the person to mediate disagreements that arise
in the process of a student’s
thesis/performance evaluation.
---------------------------Note: The MFA in Design Studies considers the time
commitment required of faculty who participate as
associate advisor to be roughly 1/2 that of the main thesis
advisor. The teaching load of faculty who serve only as
reader for any one student is considered 1/3 that of the
main thesis advisor. However, faculty are not expected to
serve as main thesis advisor for more than two students per
year (or proportionately as associate advisor or reader for as
many as 3-4 students).

Facilities, resources & supports
VCUQatar boasts unparalleled production facilities
for practice and research in the fields of art and
design. Providing professional level, industry
standard production tools, these facilities prepare
students as professional practitioners working at the
international level.
Candidates of the MFA Design Studies program have
access to a wide range of cutting-edge resources.
These include the following:
• Library
• Material library
• Time-Based Media Production Facility
• Photography Studio
• Digital Fabrication Laboratory (Fab Lab)
• Woodshop
• Writing Center
• Office of Research, Design and Entrepreneurship
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Library
Primary Contact: Mike Wirtz, Head of Library
Research and Technology
mawirtz@qatar.vcu.edu
Additional Contact: www.qatar.vcu.edu/library
Front Desk: +974 44020587
library@qatar.vcu.edu
Hours:
Sunday – Wednesday: 8 am – 8 pm.
Thursday: 8 am – 6 pm.
Saturday: 10 am – 6 pm.
During the summer, Ramadan, holidays and breaks,
the Library will be open shorter hours. Check the
Library website for the latest schedule.

Graduate Policies:
• Standard checkout periods for graduate students
are 120 days for books, and 7 days for videos.
• Books can be renewed two times before the books
must be returned to the library. Videos cannot be
renewed.
• Periodicals and reference books cannot be checked
out. Exceptions can be made for 24-hour checkout
with permission of one of the librarians.
• Overdue items do not generate fines, but it will
block a student from checking out any additional
items.
• All checked out items are subject to be recalled if
needed by another student or faculty member. If
you receive an email that an item you have checked
out has been recalled, you have 7 days to return the
item regardless of the original due date. If the item
is not returned within the 7 days it will be marked
overdue and your account will be blocked.
• Any item that is more than 30 days overdue will be
considered lost, and the student will be charged a
QR360 ($100 USD) replacement fee. The student’s
account will remain blocked until the fee is paid or
the item is returned.
• Terms for items loaned through our Inter-Library
Loan system (where we borrow from another
institution on the students behalf) are set by the
lending institution. VCUQatar Library has no
control over the loan periods or renewal limits of
non-VCUQatar Library items.

The VCUQatar Library is the gateway to the
information you will need as a graduate student. It is
best to think of the library as less of a place and more
of a system. Although the on-site collection contains
approximately 30,000 books and subscriptions to
approximately 200 periodical titles, the library’s
connection to the greater VCU Libraries system
provides students access to hundreds of thousands of
electronic journal articles and online-resources.
Students can access the greater VCU Libraries print
collection through Document Delivery – a service that
will scan and email journal articles and chapters of
books held in the Richmond collections. Additionally,
the library has lending agreements with both VCU
Libraries in Richmond and local Qatar institutions, so
that the Library can borrow books from other
collections on your behalf. The library also provides
access to popular fashion forecasting networks,
Access:
Most of the library’s electronic services can be
image databases, and software training resources.
accessed 24 hours a day, 7 days a week from
Michael Wirtz, Head of Research and Library
anywhere in the world. Students and faculty can
access the collection through the Library’s website at
Technology, serves as the library liaison for the MFA
program. Although you are more than welcome to
www.qatar.vcu.edu/library. Mr. Wirtz’s office is
work with any of the library faculty and staff, Mr.
located in the library, room 106q.
Wirtz works very closely with MFA.design to make
sure the Library meets the specific research needs of -------------------------------the MFA students and faculty. He can assist you with
developing a research plan, acquiring information
resources, and developing the research skills you will
need to complete the MFA program.
Although the VCUQatar Library’s collection contains
books and videos that cover a wide variety of
subjects, the specifics of graduate research may call
for items that the library doesn’t have. Because of this
the library has a “purchase on demand” policy for
graduate students and faculty. In other words, the
VCUQatar Library will attempt to rush order any
reasonable request made for a specific item. Please
note that a “rush” order can take 2 – 8 weeks
depending on availability, and you will need to plan
your research accordingly. Also note that some items
are simply unattainable.
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Materials Library
Room 223

Primary Contact: Richard Lombard, Materials Curator Policies
rjlombard@qatar.vcu.edu
• Standard checkout period for students and faculty
is 7 days.
Additional Contact
• Overdue items do not generate fines, but it will
block a student from checking out any additional
www.qatar.vcu.edu/library
items. Additionally, if a student has overdue items
+974 44020583
they will not be able to register for the next
semester’s classes.
Hours
Sunday – Thursday: 8 am – 6 pm.
• Any item that is more than 30 days overdue will be
considered lost, and the student will be charged a
[While every attempt is made to staff the Materials Library
QR700 (±$200 USD) replacement fee. Similarly, if a
during these hours, sometimes access will need to be
provided by staff from the Main Library.]
sample is damaged, the same fee will be levied.
The student’s account will remain blocked until the
fee is paid or the item is returned.
During the summer, Ramadan, holidays and breaks,
the Library will be open shorter hours. Check the
Materials Library door for the latest schedule.
The VCUQatar Materials Library is designed to
provide both specific answers as well as broad
inspiration. With a collection of hundreds of
materials from all over the world, and an expanding
group of products exhibiting novel materials usage,
all members of the VCUQatar community can find
something of interest here. Focus is on materials
exhibiting some form of innovation, whether a novel
property, sustainable impact, or dramatic
improvement on current capabilities. The collection
features some of the latest innovations from around
the world, as well as samples from local suppliers.
Need to find the perfect surface finish for a project?
Want some ideas for your next collection? Need to
build something TODAY and don’t know where to get
materials? Stop in.
All of the materials and products in the Library are
available for loan, and the Materials Library staff can
also assist in procuring samples that are not in the
collection. Much like the Main Library “purchase on
demand” program, the Materials Library is able to
order specific samples requested by MFA students
and faculty for inclusion in the overall collection.
Most orders arrive no quicker than two weeks, so
please keep that in mind when considering
deadlines.
Additionally, Richard Lombard, Curator of the
Materials Library, is available for consultations by
appointment. His office is the Materials Library, and
he is usually found
there. Usually.

--------------------------------
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Time-Based Media Production Facility
Room’s 224, 224B, and 240
Primary Contact: Diane Derr, Media Technology
Coordinator
derrdc@qatar.vcu.edu
VCU-Q’s Time-Based Media Production Facility is
comprised of a variety of equipment, spaces and
software packages for realizing ideas in the fourth
dimension – time + motion. Facilitating the
production of time-based work by MFA DESIGN
students, this facility contains a variety of industry
standard studio production equipment, a ProCyc 4FS
Cyclorama green screen and 7 post-production
editing stations. This facility provides students with
the necessary tools for an integrated HD workflow
from pre-production through post-production,
serving as a resource to investigate strategies and
techniques relevant to time-based media production
and design.
Available Equipment
Editing Suites
7, 2.66GHz Quad-Core Intel Xeo, 16GB
• Nvidia Quadro FX 4800 video card
• Fibre Channel Card
Sony HVR-M35E HDV/DV Deck (1)
24’ Apple Cinema Displays
24’ Sony LMD-2451W LCD Monitor
Mackie, HR 624 Audio Monitors
Final Cut Server with XSAN & VTRAK RAID
Software
Processing
• Final Cut Studio Suite
• Final Cut Studio 7
• Motion 4
• Soundtrack Pro 3
• Color 1.5
• Compressor 3.5
• DVD Studio Pro 4
Adobe Creative suite 5
• Photoshop CS5 Extended
• Illustrator CS5
• InDesign CS5
• After Effects CS5
• Flash CS5
• Dreamweaver CS5
• Lightroom CS5
Physical Computing
Portable Kits
Various Arduino Boards, LCD Modules
Breakout Boards, Component Parts, and Sensors

Portable / Checkout Equipment
15 HD and SD Canon Video Cameras
• (6) Canon XF305
• (1) Canon HDV XL H1S
• (8) Canon Legria HF200
13 Nikon Still Cameras
• (8) Nikon P100
• (3) Nikon D3x
• (2) Nikon D700
28 Various Microphones and Audio
• Recorders
• (4) Marantz PMD660, DAT
• recorders
• (6) Sony ECM-77B, Lavalier Mics
• (4) Sennheiser ME66/K6, Boom Mic Kits
• (8) Rode, Compact Video Camera Shotgun
• (4) Sennheiser MD-42 Dyn.
• Omnidirectional
• (2) Coles Lip Mic
7 Portable Light Kits
• (4) LitePanel, On-Camera, Micro
• Pro Hybrids
• (1) LitePanel, 1x1 Flood Daylight
• (2) Ican Light Stands
Production Studio
ProCyc 4FS Cyclorama
• Lighting Pipe Grid with 23 LED LitePanels
• 15 – 1x1 Flood Daylight
• 4 - 1x1 bi-focus - daylight spot/super spot
• 4 - 1x1 B0-Focus - daylight spot/flood
Manfrotto Shooting Table (79 x 49”)
-----------------------------
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Photography Studio
Room 228
VCUQatar’s Photography Studio provides students
with professional grade lighting equipment for the
documentation of 2-D and 3-D work as well as the
ability to experiment with various photographic
practices. Access to the facility and specified
equipment is provided in order to support the
teaching and learning initiatives within the various
academic programs.
Access
In order to access the studio ALL students, faculty
and staff must sign up and attend the 1-hour studio
demo session. These sessions are offered various
times throughout the week, all year long. Please
note, you must sign up to attend.

Available Equipment
• 6 Bowens Monolights
• 2 Radio triggers
• 1 Remote control for monolights
• 6 Umbrella reflectors
• 1 Effects Lighting Kit
• 10 Softboxes (various sizes)
• 6 Umbrellas (various sizes)
• 1 Light Meter
• 8 Gold/Silver Reflectors
• 5 White Diffusers (various sizes)
• 2 Stands with Zipdisc holder (for reflectors)
• 1 Portable shooting table
• 6 Seamless background paper (black, white, grey,
red, green, blue)
• 7 Sync cables

Sign up information is currently not available
Once you and/or your students have taken the demo,
you may reserve the studio online at http://
vcuqintranet/apps-online-tools/The reservation
calendar is located under MFA Studio Booking (photo
studio).
The Photography Studio is available for reservations
Sunday through Thursday, 9-5. Studio reservations
are first come, first serve.
Access to the facility and equipment carries the
responsibility for their proper use and care. VCUQatar
recognizes that most students are responsible and
thoughtful users. The actions of a few irresponsible
users, however, can disrupt and interfere with the
rights of all users. In accordance with University
policies, users are responsible for the Studio and its
contents during their use.
Booking
The Photography Studio is available for reservations
Sunday through Thursday, 9-5. Studio reservations
are first come, first serve. Access to the facility and
equipment carries the responsibility for their proper
use and care. VCUQatar recognizes that most
students are responsible and thoughtful users. The
actions of a few irresponsible users, however, can
disrupt and interfere with the rights of all users. In
accordance with University policies, users are
responsible for the Studio and its contents during
their use.

Available Equipment for Checkout
• 5 Reflectors
• 5 Diffusors
• 5 Sync cables
• 1 Travel lighting kit with battery pack - 2 lights - 2
Light Stands - 1 Umbrella - 1 Umbrella reflector - 1
Softbox - 2 Power Cables - 1 Battery pack 1 Sync Cable
-----------------------------
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Digital Fabrication Lab
Room 011
Primary Contact: Ryan J. Rasmussen
Digital Design & Fabrication Technician and
Assistant Professor
Office number: 011
Office telephone: +974 4402-0741
rjrasmussen@qatar.vcu.edu
Open Lab hours will be posted in September 2013
The Digital Fabrication Lab provides students with
digital tools, both hardware and software, capable of
rapid prototyping across media. The lab houses a
group of high-end PC workstations outfitted with the
latest digital production software and specialized
input peripherals. These workstations control
hardware that currently includes a 3D Printer, 3D
Laser Scanner, Laser Cutter, UV Printer/Cutter, Vinyl
Cutter, and Vacuum Former.
Digital Fabrication Lab Hardware:
• Dimension Elite 3D Printer:
Prints ABS Plastic in multiple colors within a 25cm
x 20cm x 30cm build window.
• NextEngine Laser Scanner:
Scans at .005 inch accuracy at 400 points per inch.
The machine includes a MultiDrive table for
automatic scanning of small objects.
• 60 Watt Epilog Laser Cutter:
Cuts and etches in multiple materials at up to 1200
dpi within a 60cm x 45cm x 20cm area.
• Roland VersaUV UV Printer & Cutter:
Prints on a wide range of flexible and rigid
materials in CMYK plus White and Clear inks. Once
images are printed the machine can cut and crease
the printed image.
• Graphtec CraftRobo Pro:
Cuts and plots on a range of adhesive backed
materials up to 37.5cm x 50m.
• Formech Vacuum Former:
Forms plastic up to 9mm in thickness within a 45 x
45 x 25cm forming area.
• ZCorp 650 3D Printer:
Uses a powder based printer in bed in conjunction
with a deposited liquid binder to create a multi
layer prototype or object. Capable of printing in a
wide range of colors. Build space measures: 254
mm x 381 mm x 203 mm.

Software:
• Adobe Creative Suite CS5.5
• Rhinoceros 5.0
• Grasshopper for Rhinoceros
• Zbrush 4
• Autodesk AutoCAD 2010
• Autodesk 3ds Max 2010
• Autodesk Revit Architecture 2010
• Google Sketchup 7
• V-Ray for Sketchup
• NextEngine Scan Studio HD
• NextEngine CAD Tools
• MeshMixer
• Pepakura Designer
• VersaRip
-----------------------------

Woodshop
Room 011
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Hand Held Power Tools:
• Porter Cable 1 3/4 HP Fixed Based Router
- Assorted Freud router bit sets
- Multi Router table w/ dust collection
Porter
Cable 3HP Plunge Router
•
• Makita Random Orbital Sander (4)
- Sanding discs in 60, 80, 120, 240 grits
• Makita Finishing Sander (3)
Brendan Doherty
- Sandpaper from 60 - 400 grit
Digital Design & Fabrication Assistant
• Porter Cable Handheld Belt Sander
- Sanding belts available in 60 & 80 grit
Office number: 011
Office telephone: +974 44020756
• Porter Cable/Makita Biscuit Joiner (2)
bdoherty@qatar.vcu.edu
- Biscuits available in size 0, 10 & 20
• Makita Circular Saw
• Makita Plunge Cut Circular Saw
The woodshop is open to students in all departments • Porter Cable/Makita 18 Gauge Pneumatic
who are woodshop certified. To become woodshop
• Brad Nailers (3)
- Brad nails available in 3/4” & 1 1/4” lengths
certified students must attend a 45 minute safety
demo in which all floor standing tools are introduced • Makita Pneumatic Stapler
and safety policies are reviewed. Woodshop
• Makita Handheld Planer
demonstrations can be scheduled during the Open
• Porter Cable/Makita Jigsaw (3)
Lab hours posted below. To schedule a demonstration
- Assorted t-shank blades
please contact Ryan J. Rasmussen via email:
• Dewalt Angle Grinder
rjrasmussen@qatar.vcu.edu. The woodshop can
• Makita Vacuum Cleaner w/ Hepa Filter (2)
provide materials for projects related to assigned
• Makita 13V Cordless Drill/Driver (2)
coursework. All other materials must be provided by
- Assorted spiral bits in metric &
imperial sizes
the student.
Makita
Corded
•
Available Tools
----------------------------Floor Standing Power Tools:
Primary Contact: Ryan J. Rasmussen
Digital Design & Fabrication Technician and
Assistant Professor
Office number: 011
Office telephone: +974 4402-0741
rjrasmussen@qatar.vcu.edu

• Delta 10” Right Tilt Table Saw w/ Biesemeyer Fence
- Delta tenoning jig (1)
- Delta miter gauges (2)
- Blade guard and splitter (1)
- Crosscut sled (2)
- Freud dado set
• Delta Planer w/ 20” Capacity
• Delta Jointer w/ 8” Capacity
• Delta Variable Speed Drill Press
- Freud forstner bit set
- Assorted spiral bits in metric & imperial sizes
• Speed Cut Vertical Panel Saw
• Makita 10” Compound Sliding Miter Saw with 12”
capacity (2)
• Makita 18” Scroll Saw
- Assorted blades
• Tormek Chisel Sharpener

Digital Fabrication Lab & Woodshop
Proposed Access Policies:
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Individual Use:
Individual use will require a letter of approval from the faculty member assigning coursework. Prior to
approval, the faculty member should contact the Fabrication Lab staff to provide project information. This
information should include the project description justification for equipment use, and a proposed schedule
of use. This letter of approval should be submitted to the lab at least three days prior to anticipated use.
Process:
• Faculty assigns coursework
• Students choosing to use lab equipment download, complete and submit access form to the faculty
member assigning coursework.
• If the faculty member can schedule a time to supervise their student, or the student can schedule an
appointment during open lab hours.
Faculty members assigning coursework requiring the lab should be proficient with the equipment to be used
by students. To gain proficiency, faculty can schedule equipment training, or use documentation becoming
available on the VCUQatar intranet.
Faculty members must provide supervision of students utilizing equipment outside of scheduled open lab
hours. Failure to provide adequate supervision will in loss of access privileges.
Class Use:
Faculty must coordinate use of the facilities with Fabrication Lab staff and other faculty utilizing the facility.
An overall course and open lab schedule will be posted on the intranet to facilitate scheduling. Faculty must
provide supervision at all times while their class utilizes either facility. When scheduling allows, technical
assistance will be provided to faculty.
Materials:
All materials used outside of assigned coursework are to be provided/purchased by students. A process
allowing students to purchase materials directly from woodshop/fabrication lab stock will be developed.
Faculty can order materials to be used for assigned coursework through the fabrication lab and woodshop in
the beginning of each semester. Material costs will be charged to the respective department. Additional
materials can be ordered by faculty, but should be requested at least one month in advance of use.

Writing Center
Primary Contact: writingcenter@qatar.vcu.edu
The Writing Center offers one-on-one writing support
for students in any discipline ranging from
preliminary planning through all the steps of the
writing process, including help in using English as a
second language.
Experienced writing tutors are available to help
students develop ideas for papers, to teach
organization of clear and concise thought and to aid
in choosing a writing style to appeal to the intended
audience.
Because writing clarifies thinking, the mission of the
VCUQatar Writing Center is to help all VCUQatar
students use English to:
• clarify their thinking,
• organize their thoughts, and
• convey their thoughts appropriately to an audience.
Facilities
To accomplish this mission, the Center provides a lab
where students may access email and computer
software as well as work individually on their writing
and other online assignments.
Book an Appointment
Students may schedule 30-minute one-on-one
appointments with a writing instructor for help with
the writing aspects of their assignments. The Writing
Center instructors work closely with VCUQatar
faculty to ensure that students receive writing
guidance that reinforces classroom instruction and
achieves assignment intentions.
To book an appointment please contact the Writing
Center directly at
writingcenter@qatar.vcu.edu.
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The Centre for Research, Design and
Entrepreneurship
Office: 359
Primary Contact:
Peter Chomowicz, Associate Dean for Research and
Development
pchomowicz@qatar.vcu.edu
Roger Griffiths, Director of Design Entrepreneurship &
Industry Affiliations
rsgriffiths@qatar.vcu.edu
Roman Turczyn, Director, Center for Research, Design
& Entrepreneurship
raturczyn@qatar.vcu.edu
The Centre for Research, Design and Entrepreneurship
provides training and employment opportunities for
graduates to apply their design skillsets on design
problems set by industry. We are working with major
companies and placing graduates at the center of the
design process in order to develop better products,
services and systems.
The in-house design incubator enables graduates to
work on their own project initiatives or paid-for
industry projects. The staff provide hands-on
mentoring, encourage business thinking and help
graduates to start their your own businesses. Guest
professors and industry experts offer one-to-one
mentoring, seminars, networking events, business
planning advice, early stage funding, personal and
professional development. Gradates can also access
the prototyping workshops and the department can
also provide access to exhibition and retail space at
the Student Center or across Doha.
The Center has developed strategic partnerships with
a number of local government agencies, banks and
legal advisors. This network of advisors will help
aspiring design entrepreneurs at a crucial time as they
move from the identification and planning stage
through to launch and implementation of their
business. Staff work with network partners to provide
professional and personal training workshops,
seminars and networking events. There are also
opportunities to engage in national and regional
awards for entrepreneurship.
------------------------------------------------
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Finance
Payment Method:
Tuition Payment Method: Every Student who had
registered for a course of study in any branch campus
of QF would get a user name and password. Access to
their account to review and payment was exclusively
limited to students who had a valid user name and
password. It is being done through QF online
payment gateway system. They can use Visa/Master
credit card or any debt cards issued by a Qatari bank.
For cash/check payment student can approach QF
Finance Directorate at porta cabin No 4.
Scholarship: Students need to submit copy of
scholarship letter to VCUQ Finance as soon as
possible for smooth process for QF to approve and
pay the tuition fees.
Graduate Assistantship: Submit copy of Award
Certificate to VCUQ Finance for further process
through QF.
Housing: Any issues relating to housing, contact QF
housing department, can make payment online.
For further details on the above kindly check the QF
link: https://eservices.qf.org.qa
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Student Affairs:
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Vision, Mission, Core Objective:
VCU Qatar’s Student Affairs Office seeks to create a
student – centered culture promoting community,
encouraging engagement and developing students to
be contributing citizens in a global and diverse
society through its programs, services, facilities and
activities.

The Student Employment opportunities at VCUQatar
are designed to be valuable experiences, which not
only offer financial rewards, but also prepare
students for professional training that enhances their
career development. VCUQatar students have the
benefit of working in an environment suited to their
skills, preferences and possible career goals.

Student affairs promote the intellectual, personal,
social, moral, financial, physical and psychological
development of our students and provide support
from admissions all the way through to graduation.

The Student Employment Program aims to provide
quality student work and leadership opportunities as
well as educate students about the post-graduation
professional world.

Program Components:
• Health and Wellness
• Counseling
• Student employment
• Student travel
• Office of International Students

Student Travel:
VCUQatar offers students opportunities to travel with
their academic departments, with Student Affairs, for
academic credit, and for service-learning. Academic
field study trips include attending conferences,
visiting universities, companies and exhibitions, both
in the Gulf region and internationally. Students have
visited Dubai, Lebanon, Milan, Amsterdam, Germany,
London, France, Thailand, United States, Japan,
Korea, Spain, Cambodia and Finland. VCUQatar
students also have the chance to spend a semester
abroad at the VCU home campus in Richmond,
Virginia. In addition, students can take 3 to 6 credits
in the summer as part of the VCUQatar Summer in
Richmond program. Students and faculty participate
in various service-learning programs throughout the
year and VCUQatar partners with ROTA for an annual
service trip to Yogyakarta, Indonesia and with Into
The Wild for an annual service trip to Chiang Mai,
Thailand.

Health and Wellness:
The Office of Health and Wellness offers a variety of
developmental and health maintenance programs,
such as a yearly Health Fair where students can
check their health, donate blood and learn about
nutrition and health issues. Counseling services are
available to help students in the event of a medical
emergency, illness or injury. A medical unit is located
within Education City where students can receive
free medical care. Disability Support Services (DSS)
are available to students with disabilities.
For more information on Disability Support Services,
please visit: http://www.students.vcu.edu/dss/
Counseling:
The Counseling Office is dedicated to promoting the
well being of VCUQatar students. We support the
physical, mental, social and spiritual development of
our students to enrich their quality of life and
enhance their academic adjustment and success. We
offer personal development groups, like Design Your
Life, as well as workshops, consultation and
programing to strengthen the university community.
Our Wellness Library offers a comfortable place for
students to relax, access self-help resources, and
enjoy a cup of tea.
Student Employment:
VCUQatar cooperates with HBKU on the Student
Employment Program. The HBKU-SEP, focuses on
creating a valuable learning environment conducive
to students’ gaining practical work experience. HBKU
and VCUQatar Student Employment Program
coordinators work closely together to satisfy the
program’s vision and mission.

International Students:
If you are one of the growing numbers of
international students at VCUQatar — or would like
to be —you’ll find help right here at your finger tips.
The Office of International Students is dedicated to
your success and will walk you through immigration,
housing, insurance and all the other parts of
international student life.
Accommodation:
A resident supervisor and an assistant live in the
dorms to assist the boarding students. Residence life
offers many programs to help students transition to
independent living.
A shuttle bus service is available to all students to
major shopping facilities, to and from the airport, to
the QF Clinic for medical emergencies and to
facilities within Education City.
For more information please visit: My Education City
- Housing and Residence Life
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Q & A relate to Housing:

Student Affairs Staff:

Is housing expensive? What is the typical cost for
rent in Doha?

Valerie Jeremijenko
Assistant Dean for Student Affairs
<vjeremij@vcu.edu>

Yes – 6000-8000 QR for a furnished studio/one bedroom.
Family housing is more expensive, with villas starting
around 10,000 QR. There is some shared accommodation
available.
Is there graduate student housing?
Yes. Graduate students are housed on campus in the
residence halls across the street from VCUQatar. Students
will have either a studio or one-bedroom flat. This is for
single students only – there is no married or family housing
available at the moment. Please contact Qatar Foundation
Housing and Residence Life for more information:
housing@qf.org.qa. Housing rates for 2013/2014 for the
studio apartment is 9440 QR per semester and the 1
bedroom apartment is 9940 QR per semester.
How would I find housing in Doha?
You can find housing through a real estate agent or the
newspaper. Currently there are no on-campus services
for this.
Dining:
The VCUQatar canteen serves breakfast and lunch
during the semester's weekdays. VCUQatar also has a
Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf outlet. The nearby LAS
building houses a large dining hall canteen that
serves breakfast, lunch and dinner and also has a
Starbucks outlet. The Student Center offers a large
cafeteria with a Sidra convenience store and various
smaller dining options.
Outreach & Community:
The VCUQatar Outreach Program raises awareness for
the Arts and Design in the Community by offering
educational opportunities in Art and Design, and by
serving as a model for Community Engagement.
Outreach activities include programing for special
needs communities, workshops in schools and
collaborations with other cultural organizations.
For proposals, questions and suggestions, please
contact Annette Wendling-Willeke our outreach
coordinator on awendlingwil@qatar.edu.vcu.

Ahmad Oustwani
Student Affairs Assistant
<oustwaniam@vcu.edu>
Annette Wendling-Willeke
Outreach & Community Class Coordinator
<awendlingwil@vcu.edu>
Blair Aboutaleb
Student Activities Coordinator
<bcaboutaleb@vcu.edu>
Hissa Al-Garni
Director of Student Leadership
halgarni@qatar.vcu.edu
Laura Green
Student Counselor
<lgreen@qatar.vcu.edu>
Lesley Gray
Health, Wellness & International Student Coordinator
<lagray@qatar.vcu.edu>

VCUQatar with approval of Graduate Faculty Status
1.

Alsobrook, Law

2.

Bangdel, Dina

3.

Bianchi, Robert

4.

Cardini, Paolo

5.

Christiansen, Line Ulrika

6.

Chomowicz, Peter

7.

Dalal, Radha

8.

Derrr, Diane

9.

Granberg, Johan

10. Hamdy, Basma
11. Hammett, Levi
12. Han, Li
13. Hanson, Debra
14. Hill, Leland M.
15. Himsworth, Rhys
16. Holmes-Dallimore, Matthew
17. Hersrud, Michael
18. Jurgensen, Benjamin
19. Khan, Ali
20. Lombard, Richard J.
21. Martin, Peter S
22. Mattock, Narita P.
23. Mikhael, Diane M
24. Modeen, Thomas
25. Moe, Tammi
26. Muscolino, Simone
27. Paine, Patty
28. Payne, Jesse
29. Phatanateacha, Pornprapha
30. Reams, Della
31. Saoud, Khaled
32. Spence, Muneera U.
33. Ulmer, Jesse
34. Ugurlu, Susan
35. Vanstone, Allyson
36. Wilkins, Sandra B.
37. Wirtz, Michael A.
38. Woolley, Kevin H.
39. Woolman, Matthew F.
40. Yyelland, Byrad

Update: April 9, 2013

DESI 690: Thesis Studio

1 credit: Fall 2013
Checklist and Timeline
WEEK

DATE

SUBJECT

STUDENTS

1-15

Aug 25 - April 28

Meeting with thesis advisory committee and reader - you need to meet with your thesis advisor regularly

1

2

Aug 25 - Sep 2
Sept 3

Graduate application due - please make appointment with your primary thesis advisor
Final application due to program director on Sept 3.

1

4

Paper:
Sept 18 by 4 pm
-----Presentation:
Sept 19

First draft due to the grammarians -*if you failed to submit the first draft on the due date you will be advised
to only continue to work on your thesis project and the exhibition for your final deliverables but not the written
thesis document. This result will effect your graduation date.
&
Presenting thesis progress to the thesis advisory committee and program director (please make appointments
to all of the faculty in your committee and program director to attend your presentation)

1

4-6

Sept 19 - Oct 2

Grammarians provide feedback and comments for students to revise and prepare for second draft.

1

4-6

Sept 19 - Oct 2

Meeting with thesis advisory committee and reader to review the second draft

1

6

Oct 3 by 4 pm

Second draft due to reader *if you failed to submit the first draft on the due date you will be asked to stop
working on your written thesis document but you will only continue to work on your thesis project and the
exhibition for your final deliverables.

1

7

Oct 6 - Oct 11

Presenting a revised second draft to your thesis advisory committee to review

1

11

Nov 6

Final draft due to your thesis advisory committee, reader and program director for final approval

1

12

Nov 10 - 12

The deadline for informing your thesis advisory committee and program director of the Oral Exam date is one
month before the review.

1

12

Nov 10 - 14

Thesis review and present exhibition plan & model for review to the committee (please make appointments to all
of the faculty in your committee and program director to attend your presentation)
Presenting thesis progress to the thesis advisory committee and program director (please make appointments to
all of the faculty in your committee and program director to attend your presentation)

1

June 30, 2013

DELIVERED

DESI 690: Thesis Studio

1 credit: Fall 2013
Checklist and Timeline
WEEK

DATE

SUBJECT

STUDENTS

14

Nov 27

Summit the final draft (inclusive of design) of your thesis documentation to your thesis committee, reader
and program director to review prior to your final Oral Exam

1

14

Nov 24 - 28

Thesis Exhibition installation begin

1

15

TBA

Opening of the MFA Thesis Exhibition

1

16

Dec 4 - 5
Dec 8 - 10

Oral Exam - Students should bring to the Oral Exam two final copies of the thesis documentation and a digital
portfolio documenting performance in the graduate program (40 images). (please make appointments to all of the
faculty in your committee and program director to attend your presentation)

1

Dec 10

Final date for graduate dean’s approval signature on completion of graduate thesis/dissertation for May degree
1
candidates (check with graduate program director regarding internal schedules for submission of copy, defense and
school/college dean approval)

DELIVERED

* All dates are subject to change.
* Please note that all communication must be through out your thesis committee members, Pornprapha Phatanateacha/program director (faculty of record for DESI 690).
* All deadlines must be met to avoid postponement your graduation date.
* Students = 1 credit.
* Students are responsible for reading in a timely fashion university-related communications sent to their official VCU student e-mail accounts.

June 30, 2013

DESI 690: Thesis Studio
1, 3 & 9 credit: Spring 2014
Checklist and Timeline
WEEK
1-16

DATE
Jan 7 - April 22

1-16

SUBJECT

STUDENTS

Meetings with advisor - you need to meet with your thesis advisor regularly

1,3,9

Meeting with thesis advisory committee and reader - you need to meet with your thesis advisor regularly

1,3,9

3

Jan 22

Graduate application due - please make appointment with program director

1&9

4

Paper:
Jan 29 by 4 pm
-----Presentation:
1 credit on Jan
30
6 & 3 credit
on Jan 30

First draft due to the grammarians - First draft is a revised version based on Peter Chomowicz’s comments on
your final written document from Thesis Formulation course. *if you failed to submit the first draft on the due
date you will be advised to only continue to work on your thesis project and the exhibition for your final
deliverables but not the written thesis document. This result will effect your graduation date.
&
Presenting thesis progress to the thesis advisory committee and program director (please make appointments
to all of the faculty in your committee and program director to attend your presentation)

1&9

4-6

Jan 26 - Feb 13

Grammarians provide feedback and comments for students to revise and prepare for second draft.

1&9

4-6

Jan 26 - Feb 13

Meeting with thesis advisory committee and reader to review the second draft

1&9

6

Feb 13 by 4 pm

Second draft due to reader *if you failed to submit the first draft on the due date you will be asked to stop
working on your written thesis document but you will only continue to work on your thesis project and the
exhibition for your final deliverables.

1&9

7

Feb 16 - 17

Presenting a revised second draft to your thesis advisory committee to review

1&9

10

Mar 9 - 13

Readers will return the second draft with comments to the students.

1&9

11

Mar 17 by 4 pm

Students will submit his/her revised second draft to the thesis advisory committee for midterm review.
Students who enroll in the 3 credit will present their thesis progress for midterm review.

1&9
3

13

Mar 30 by 4 pm

Final draft due to your thesis advisory committee, reader and program director for final approval

1&9

June 30, 2014

1,3,9

DELIVERED

DESI 690: Thesis Studio
1, 3 & 9 credit: Spring 2014
Checklist and Timeline
WEEK

DATE

SUBJECT

STUDENTS

13

Mar 30 - Apr 3

The deadline for informing your thesis advisory committee and program director of the Oral Exam date is one
month before the review.

1&9

14

April 10

Thesis review and present exhibition plan & model for review to the committee (please make appointments to all
of the faculty in your committee and program director to attend your presentation)
Presenting thesis progress to the thesis advisory committee and program director (please make appointments to
all of the faculty in your committee and program director to attend your presentation)

9

Summit the final draft (inclusive of design) of your thesis documentation to your thesis committee, reader
and program director to review prior to your final Oral Exam
Presenting thesis progress to the thesis advisory committee and program director (please make appointments to
all of the faculty in your committee and program director to attend your presentation)

1&9

15

April 16 by 4

1,3,9

3

15-16

April 20 - 24

Thesis Exhibition installation begin

9

16

TBA

Opening of the MFA Thesis Exhibition

9

17

Apr 27 - May 1

Oral Exam - Students should bring to the Oral Exam two final copies of the thesis documentation and a digital
portfolio documenting performance in the graduate program (40 images). (please make appointments to all of the
faculty in your committee and program director to attend your presentation)

1&9

18

May 4 by 4

Final date for graduate dean’s approval signature on completion of graduate thesis/dissertation for May degree
1&9
candidates (check with graduate program director regarding internal schedules for submission of copy, defense and
school/college dean approval)

* All dates are subject to change.
* Please note that all communication must be through out your thesis committee members, TBA/program director (faculty of record for DESI 690).
* All deadlines must be met to avoid postponement your graduation date.
* Students = 1 credit.
* Students are responsible for reading in a timely fashion university-related communications sent to their official VCU student e-mail accounts.
June 30, 2014

DELIVERED

