
what we dID:

DEPARTMENT CHAIR’S MESSAGE 

Dear alumnae and professional associates,
Since my arrival to Doha, in the fall 
semester of 2013, I have been eager to get in 
touch with you all, the interior design 
department alumnae, and professional 
associates. I am hoping that through the 
present semestrial department newsletter, 
I will be able to keep you informed on the 
department’s activities, events, and 
accomplishments. 

We are entering a new global era which 
holds much promise for the design 
discipline; this is not only suggesting 
readiness for paradigm shifts, but also calling 
for the embracing of new emerging design 
trends—evidence-based design, building 
information modeling, sustainability, 
collaboration, etc. Our location in Qatar—
that is witnessing an unprecedented 
economic prosperity accompanied by 
mammoth architecture, interior design, and 
landscape world-class projects—proffers 
undreamed of opportunities and yields 
complex challenges for academia as for the 
industry. This will necessitate design 
curricula that bridge the gap between 
environment- behavior and creativity 
paradigms,  underscoring holistic design 
approaches. 

Similarly this will require the provision of 
a forum/platform to facilitate collaboration 
facilitate collaboration among academia, 
the profession, and industry, and other 
stakeholders to work in symbiosis toward the 
same objectives. 

In the department of interior design, we 
are striving to provide students with the 
appropriate pedagogic tools to achieve 
this unique learning experience, including 
interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary 
collaboration, real-life projects, internships, 
study abroad opportunities, and 
professional tours. 
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Our students are benefitting from a 
culturally diverse body of faculty—American, 
African, Asian and European—a fundamental 
constituent of excellence in art and design 
schools. This is resulting in distinguished 
pedagogic research and service projects, 
including but not limited to the building of a 
teacher’s house in Muen Phem of the Karen 
Hill Tribe in Chiang Mai, Thailand in 
collaboration with the Arab Engineering 
Bureau (AEB); partnering with Albaker 
Architects to examine and explore the 
design of future spas in a search for new 
identity and innovation; using immersive 
projection in conjunction with Qatar 
Museums for the design of the Doha 
Fire Station; and designing a mobile
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exhibition (MobEx) in a unique collaborative 
pedagogic experience that brought together 
students from VCUarts and VCUQatar.
While continuing to be the sole CIDA 
accredited program outside the United 
States, I am delighted about our ambitious 
and expanding prospects and I look forward 
to partner with you for a future full of 
success and excellence.



In collaboration with Into the Wild and 
with the kind sponsorship of Eng. Ibrahim 
Al Jaidah, CEO of Qatar based architect 
consultants Arab Engineering Bureau, a 
group of VCUQatar students from various 
department majors set out on a trip led 
by the Interior Design Department to 
build a teacher’s house for a school in 
a village high up in the mountainous 
and northernmost areas of Chiang Mai, 
Thailand. This is third visit to the same 
village by the Interior Design Department.  
The Department conducted the trip with 
service learning facilitators Into the Wild, 
building up much needed construction 
work for the school.  School. On previous 
trips, the VCUQatar students had helped 
built the extensive school fence wall, 
and when it was known that the
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Doha Fire Station is a historical landmark 
in Qatar and soon will become an artists’ 
hub supporting the local art community 
in Qatar through various programs 
and exchanges organized by the Qatar 
Museums. VCUQatar interior design 
students were invited by Qatar Museums 
to participate in the creative process of 
transforming the space. The students 
worked teams in collaboration with a team 
led by Jean Paul Engelen, the Director 
of Public Art from Qatar Museums, and 
presented the final project using advanced 
immersive projection. The presentation 
was well received by Qatar Museums Public 
Art team. It was the first student project 
using immersive projection at VCUQatar

Use of Immersive Projection in 
Conjunction with Qatar Museum 
Authority for the Design of a Hub 
Supporting the Local Art Community

The Interior Design Department at 
VCUQatar Facilitates the Building of 
a Teacher’s House in Thailand. 

school urgently needed accommodation 
for a teacher on the school grounds, the 
Interior Department saw an opportunity 
to provide a valuable learning experience 
for their own students as well as the young 
students of Muen Phem School.

DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES 
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Reaching out to the community and 
involving design firms, the senior students 
were able to work in a close collaboration 
with Albaker Architects who were very 
keen to interact with our seniors students 
as both clients and collaborator. The 
vehicle for this unique collaboration took 
the form of a spa space integrated into a 
live (DohAlive) current hotel project in 
Qatar. Each student worked closely with 
the Albaker team through regular meetings 
and presentations to develop a unique spa 
identity and were encouraged to develop 
an innovative programmatic structure to be 
incorporated into their design process.

Partnering with Albaker Architects to 
Examine and Explore the Design of 
Future Spas in a Search for New 
Identity and Innovation College wide, cross all our departments 

(Interior Design, Graphic Design, Fashion 
Design, Painting and Printmaking, Art 
History , and Master of Fine Art) we were 
delighted to host the Doha community to 
experience a variety of activities including 
but not limited to: worshops, exhibitions, 
demonstrations, admission counseling, 
activities for kids and families, and 
campus tours. 

Zwara: Open House 
at VCUQatar

Senior thesis project by Natasha Lasrati in 
collaboration with Albaker Architects , spring 2014



In a unique pedagogic experience, students 
from VCUarts and VCUQatar are asked 
to design a mobile exhibition (MobEx) 
showcasing an aspect of Richmond in a 
series of Qatar venues and the Richmond 
students will have the same task for a 
Qatar’ MobEx to be based in Richmond. 
They have been organized into workgroups 
that will utilize Skype to conduct research 
into each other’s culture and record the 
process on Facebook groups before finally 
uploading their individual concepts to 
Facebook for review. This model has the 
students perform dual roles - as designer 
of their own kiosk and client/consultant to 
the projects of the corresponding team in 
Richmond. This is one of the first instances 
of a directly ‘shared studio’ experience, at 
least in our department.

Pedagogic Collaboration: 
VCUarts and VCUQatar
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Paris Design and Architecture Tour

The Interior Design program organized a 
field trip to Paris, France, February 25—
March 4. The fieldtrip included 19 students 
and five faculty. The program included 
visits and tours of architectural landmarks, 
museums, and historic buildings that 
included well-celebrated art, design, and 
architectural references. These included: 
Villa Savoye (LeCorbusier), Le Louvre (I. 
M. Pei), Pompidou Center (Piano & Roger),  
Canal Plus (Richard Meier), Musee du 
Monde Arabe (Jean Nouvel), Guided Tours 
of 16th Arrondissement--Art Nouveau and 
Art Deco, Champs Elysees and Chateau de 
Versaille, Eifel Tower, Arc de Triomphe, 
Musee d’Orsey, Musee des Arts Decoratifs, 
and the Bateaux Parisians River Cruise—the  
river cruise was a great way to see many of 
Paris’ famous landmarks and sights. 

The objective of the fieldtrip was to help 
the students to gain a more cosmopolitan 
international perspective of art, 
architecture and design, to cope with 
ambiguous design information, and above 
all to think more creatively and to see more 
than one perspective for a specific
 design perspective.

Work by Mark Bermejo from the pedagogic 
collaboration between VCUarts and VCUQatar

Interior Design faculty and students’ visit of Villa Savoye 
(LeCorbusier 1929) and visit of Paris 16th arrondissement 
-Essence Art Nouveau and Art Deco



The recently instituted Arab Engineering 
Bureau Award for Creative Achievement 
and Potential was presented interior design 
junior Noha Olivia Fahmy. The award 
aim to help the junior students recognize 
their true potential, create leadership and 
encourage them to continue developing 
their skills through their senior year.
Congratulations to Amani and Noha for 
your wonderful accomplishments and my 
heartfelt salutation and appreciation to 
CEO and Chief Architect Ibrahim M. Jaidah 
for your continuous support program 
VCUQ interior design program.

Congratulations to Amani Abbarah who was 
also nominated for the 2014 President’s Award; 
15 students were selected from a pool of 549 
graduating seniors. A special award ceremony 
was held by Dr. Abdulla Al-Thani; President of 
Hamad bin Khalifa University. The President 
Award is awarded to graduating seniors who 
have exhibited consistent achievement in: 
academic excellence, creativity, motivation, 
research and/or creative activities, campus 
service, community service, international 
experience, experiential learning, and 
leadership. Once again, we know it has been a 
long journey and you definitely deserve the 
present distinction.

Amani Abbarah was recognized as the 2014 
recipient of the Arab Engineering Bureau 
Award for Design Excellence.  This award 
was instituted eight years ago by AEB’s 
CEO and Cheif Architect, Mr. Ibrahim 
M. Jaidah. The Arab Engineering Bureau 
Award for Excellence in Interior Design 
is awarded to graduating seniors who 
have exhibited consistent achievement 
in: professionalism, leadership, the ability 
to exert a positive influence on students, 
work ethic, conceptual ability, realization, 
innovation and presentation. 

Excellence in Interior Design Award: 
Arab Engineering Bureau

Creative Achievement and Potential 
Award: Arab Engineering Bureau 

President’s Award: Hamad 
Bin Khalifa University 

VCUQatar Dean Allyson Vanstone and AEB CEO Ibrahim 
M. Jaidah with Graphic Design Department Chair Muneera 
Spence and Interior Design Department Chair Mohamed C. 
Amor at the signing ceremony of the newly instituted Arab 
Engineering Bureau Awards for Creative Achievement 
and Potential.

AEB’s CEO and Chief Architect Ibrahim M. Jaidah presenting 
the Arab Engineering Bureau Award for Creative Achievement 
and Potential to Interior Design Junior Noha Fahmy in the 
presence of VCUQatar Dean Allyson Vanstone and other 
faculty, staff, and students.
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Amani Abbarah was nominated for the 2014 President’s Award

STUDENT DISTINCTION/AWARDS
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On behalf of my colleagues in the 
interior design program and VCUQatar’s 
different constituencies, I wish you a very 
prosperous professional life, filled with 
excellence and distinction!

Class 2014 Commencement: 
Graduation Photo

FACULTY HIGHLIGHTS

Fahad Al-Kuwari was the interior design 
program 2013-2014 class marshal. The 
Class Marshal leads his/her classmates in 
the commencement ceremony and wears 
a special sash. This is an opportunity 
to honor a student who has provided 
outstanding service to the department. 
Fahad was well-esteemed by his professors 
and student colleagues likewise, 
congratulations Fahad!

2014 Commencement: Class 
Marshal Distinction

Dr. Cherif Amor was the recipient of the 
3rd place, in the recent Qatar Foundation 
Annual Research Conference (ARC 2013) 
for his project entitled ‘Architecture, 
Interior Design and Neuro-imaging: An 
Evidence Based Approach’. The conference, 
which was held on 24 and 25 November, 
received over 1000 research applications 
this year, of which 500 were short-listed for 
presentation at the conference under the 
four categories.

Dr. Cherif Amor: Recipient of 
the 2013 QF Annual Research 
Conference Award

From Top Left: Dr. Kevin Wolley, Liam Colquhoun, Dr. Cherif 
Amor, Dr. Johan Granberg, Metthew Holmes-Dallimore, 
Maysaa Al Mumin, Fahad Al Kuwari, Ghadeer Abunada, Sara Al 
Kuwari, Fatima Taleb A I Al-Hail, 

Alia Zimsia Nazer, Khouloud A. Al-Emadi, Natasha L. Bahri, 
Noora A. Al-Sulaiti Wdyaan H. Al-Malki, Li Han, Samira Abbas, 
Rawan W. Abou-Zant, Amna J. Al-Mannai, Fatema N. Islam, 
Amani Abbarah, Maja Kinnemark



A collaborative endeavor that brought 
together four designers, Della Reams, 
Dr. Johan Granberg, Jeanine Hill 
Rasmussen, and Rana Rwaished, this 
exhibition explores ideas behind dining 
with design-based installations, built by 
local craftspeople. Based on the scene of a 
dinner for four, every element of the space 
becomes a consciously developed actor that 
interacts with the other, allowing visitors to 
explore the highly constructed ritual of the 
seated meal. The exhibition was on display 
between January 28 and March 8.

Dr. Johan Granberg Katara Exhibition 
‘Dressing Up, Going Out, Eating In’
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The Interior Design Florence Program offers on-site 
workshops in various media; here students sit on the 
perimeter walls of the medieval town of Lucca, during a 
watercolor workshop

VCUarts Department of Interior Design, 
for the third straight year, led students on 
an inter-disciplinary Education Abroad 
program based in Florence, Italy. The 
six-credit, four-week program housed 
students in shared apartments scattered 
throughout the city center. Two concurrent 
classes—Florence Fieldwork Studio, and 
Italian Design—challenged students in a 
variety of settings to document, interpret, 
and analyze Florence’s legendary urban 
fabric via intensive on-site drawing. Daily 
exercises, regular critiques, lectures, 
discussion, and demonstrations by faculty 
from the departments of Interior Design, 
Graphic Design, and Fashion Design 
& Merchandising guided creation of a 
comprehensive sketchbook—a record of 
observations, realizations, and experiments 
in various media.

Interdisciplinary Study Abroad 
Program: Florence, Italy

NEWS OF VCUARTS DEPARTMENT 
OF INTERIOR DESIGN

Dr. Kevin Woolley has successfully 
defended his dissertation titled ‘Exploring 
Heuristic Approaches to Project Learning: 
A Case Study on Students Experiencing 
the Design Process’ from New Mexico 
State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico. 
His research explores the convergence 
of traditional studio pedagogies with 
innovative, heuristic design approaches.

The environmental Design Research 
Association, EDRA Communication 
Committee selected Cherif as the EDRAite 
of the Month. This subsumes Cherif ’s being 
featured in all EDRA social media platform. 
For more information on this distinction, 
visit:
•  Facebook page: https://www.facebook.
com/edra.org 
•  Twitter: https://twitter.com/edratweets
•  LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/
groups/Environmental-Design-Research-
         Association-90721?home=&trk=anet_
ug_hm&gid=90721

Dr. Kevin Woolley: Successful 
Dissertation Defense

Dr. Cherif Amor EDRAite of the Month 



Interior Design student Meredith Argenzio 
(BFA 2015) collaborated with architect 
and artist Alex Schweder on an ambulant 
installation called, “The Hotel Rehearsal.” 
A mobile, elevated hotel room affixed to 
the top of a van, the installation traveled 
in December 2013 to participate in the 
international arts festival Art Basel Miami, 
with support from the Pollak Society and 
VCUarts Department of Interior Design.

VCUArts Interior Design Student 
Meredith Argenzio Captured 
Media Attention

Virginia Commonwealth University 
School of the Arts in Qatar
Al Luqta Street
Education City
Doha, Qatar

Phone:
00 974 44020555
Interior Design Department
Contact:
00 974 44020643

E-mail:
Imee Acosta: icacosta@vcu.edu 
Cherif Amor: mcamor@vcu.edu
Website:
www.qatar.vcu.edu/interiordesign
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The second guest-run workshop—MobJob2—invited both 
Mitzi Lee from VCU and merchants operating within a 
multi-block downtown zone, to brainstorm with students 
and imagine possibilities for improving and enhancing the 
urban environment.

The Hotel Rehearsal: A mobile, elevated hotel room affixed 
to the top of a van, the installation traveled in December 
2013 to participate in the international arts festival Art 
Basel Miami, with support from the Pollack Society and 
VCUarts Department of Interior Design

Students on the Richmond campus, for 
the second-straight year, competed to 
participate in the Middle of Broad Studio 
(MoB). MoB is a partnership of three 
design departments: Graphic Design, 
Fashion Design, and Interior Design. MoB 
operates in conjunction with Storefront for 
Community Design in Richmond. These 
departments operate an experimental 
design lab that realizes the potential of 
design to shape the City. Students work 
with professional design mentors, faculty, 
and citizens in the studio to solve design 
problems ranging from dog park shelters, 
to cancer treatment garments, clinics 
and nutrition programs. Together they 
design the city from a bike rack to our 
neighborhoods, from Barton Heights, 
Carver and Church Hill to the River.

Middle of Broad Studio 
MoB Competition


