
what we dID:

Cherif Amor, PhD, EDRA, IDEC, & IIDA
Chair, Interior Design Department
Virginia Commonwealth University 
Qatar Chair, Environmental Design 
Research Association ID network 

IDES NEWSLETTER
VOLUME 2, ISSUE 2

C O N T E N T S

Department Activities

2

3

6

8 

Student Distinction/Awards

News from Home Campus

>>

A couple of months ago, I attended the Interior Design 
Educators Council conference in Portland, Oregon, 
that concluded with a very effervescent Council 
for Interior Design Accreditation (CIDA) workshop. 
The purpose of the workshop was to address the 
newly established professional standards (CIDA 2017 
Professional Standards) that will be effective beginning 
in the spring of 2017.  Prior to this, I had attended 
numerous CIDA workshops, however this one stood 
out. My excitement was driven by the fact that the 
majority of the underscored themes, in the 2017 CIDA 
Professional Standards, revolved around diversity, 
innovation, sustainability, and collaboration, in addition 
to evidence based design, design processes, and design 
complexity—themes that we have amply addressed in 
our department’s newly developed curriculum map and 

Chair’s Message

Dear Alumni and Professional Associates,



vision statement. 
Three semesters ago, we engaged a series of discussions 
that started with a macro-scale overview of the 
curriculum mapping taking into account projects size, 
scope, and complexity, culminating in the emphasis 
on using evidence-based design, design processes, and 
complexity. At the micro-level, we convened sessions 
to establish a new department vision and an eventual 
mission statement. We used a road map/paradigm that 
suggests that a successful vision statement should have 
seven characteristics: 1) measurable, 2) time frame, 3) 
mental picture, 4) inclusive, 5) niche, 6) multidisciplinary, 
and 7) short. After effervescent discussions, taking into 
account the context, the state of the discipline, interior 
design emerging trends, accreditation requirements, 
and the VCU-Q strategic plan, our efforts culminated in 
a vision statement that reads: “By 2022, the Department 
of Interior Design will be distinguished for quality 
education that promotes diversity, innovation, 
sustainability, and collaboration, catering to the needs 
of a ‘glocal’ society”.

We believe that we have established a vision that indicates 
where the department is headed and what it will look 
like once this vision is achieved. The present vision 
statement is providing us guidance and inspiration in 
undertaking future academic engagements including but 
not limited to accreditation, curriculum projects, design 
competitions, design collaborations, partnerships, and 
outreach. 

Best regards,
Dr. Amor



The Advicory Board met at VCUQatar to discuss 
professional collaborations for the future and how to 

link the ID program with Industry.   

This is a two days interior design conference that was 
held in the Intercontinental Doha, the City, Doha Qatar.  
This venue permitted four ID faculty and 14 interior 
design students—juniors and seniors—to be involved 
and network with presenters, interior design and 
architecture practitioners, and industry representatives. 
Cherif Amor, chair interior design program served as 
the chair of the conference. Themes addressed in the 
conference revolved around Creating Islamic Identity, 
Building Information Modeling, Color, Aesthetics 
and the Built Environment, Neuroscience and 
Design, Enhanced Indoor Air Quality and Addressing 
Importance of Lighting on Creating Vibrant Spaces. 
This was a beneficial experience as it exposed faculty 
and students to research perspectives and industry 
emerging trends, as well as provided a rich platform for 
networking and outreach activities.

Future Interiors Qatar Conference

IDES strategic initiatives (Goal II, Strategy 2) underscore 
the necessity to “Open the curricula to include greater 
options for personal development and enable students to 
choose their own academic paths.” We offered a summer 
elective course taught by one of our newly established 
IDES advisory board members. The purpose was to 
pave the way for alternative learning possibilities, and 
develop better grasp of environmental sustainability 
studies. The course content was designed to prepare the 
students to take the LEED GA Exam, an international 
recognized certification. This was Qatar Building Green 
Council subsidized course. The course training costs 
80,000QR, VCU-Q paid 21,800QR.  13 students attended 
the course and took the LEED GA Exam, 10 out of 13 
successfully passed the exam. Kudos to all juniors and 
seniors who successfully passed the exam!

LEED Course: Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design 

DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES 

IDES Advisory Board - 2nd year of activity

This is the second year of the Advisory Board 
establishment. The Board meets once a semester. Our 
last meeting took place in November 26. The agenda of 
the meeting revolved around several items; but chief 
among them is 1) provision of entry-jobs for non-Qatari 
students, 2) provision of internships, 3) 2D/3D modeling 
software as per industry emerging trends, 4) site visits, 
5) development of guest critique program, 6) finalize the 
bylaws, and 7) review of the newly established vision and 
mission statements.  While these are ongoing tasks, it is 
worthwhile to underscore that the establishment of the 
advisory board had had good impact on the fulfillment 
of the IDES pedagogic requirements, these include: 
the development of the LEED course, partnership with 
PEIA Associati—Italian firm—to support students site 
visits and studio critiques, senior thesis presentation, 
sophomore portfolio review, and junior portfolio review.



Students indicated through the Chair’s Student Advisory 
Council and Senior Exit Interviews the need to establish 
social activities that help bring together students from 
different levels and faculty. At the beginning of the 
semester, we got the chance to organize a student boot 
camp, which was split into two major activities. The 
morning was dedicated to pedagogic activities and the 
development of students-mentor-mentee program. This 
consisted on pairing a senior student with a junior and 
a sophomore student. The purpose was to help and 
support students through their transition from one 
level to another. As such students at any level will now 
have three levels of mentorship/advising: 1) student-

Students social activities and 
department team building

student mentorship (help with different courses/project/
professors), 2) student-faculty mentorship (support 
overall individual design inclinations), and 3) student-
director of advising and career advising (support 
curriculum sequence compliance).

The afternoon session took us to Al-Shakab Equestrian 
Park whereby students from all levels enjoyed and get-
together social event that was built on a wonderful team 
building exercise that was led by the Al-Shakab’s staff. 
This included stable management, riding lesson, horse 
behavior, and shoeing.  For further details, see attached 
documents.

Students and faculty spent the 
afternoon at Al-Shakab horse stables. 



Concept by senior student Teekshani Perera

The Senior class, lead by Dr. Granberg and Dr. Kevin, meets with the Swedish Embassador

The senior fall course was able to secure a 
distinguished client, Ewa Polano, Swedish Ambassador 
to Qatar to design “House of Sweden” an annex to the 
embassy cultural complex. Senior students amply 
benefitted from the present experience. Students 
benefitted from a Self-Guided Independent learning 
process to solve design problems relative to cultural 
and governmental application; thereby developing 
skills to solve complex problems that stimulate critical 
thinking. This project received high acclaim from the 
Embassy of Sweden and the Swedish Institute. The 
Swedish Ambassador to Qatar, Ewa Polano, met with 
the senior students at the beginning of the project, 
attended their presentations, and further wishes to 
organize a public exhibition both in Doha and Sweden. 
Out of distinction, this real-life project secured an 
exhibition at the Hamad Ben Khalifa University 
Student Center. Professors Johan Granberg  and Kevin 
Woolley spearheaded the present initiative, kudos to 
you and all the seniors!

STUDENT DISTINCTION/AWARDS

House of Sweden: Collaboration with 
the Swedish Embassy in Qatar



Work by team 3: Ghada Shehab, Jessica Hammam, Haya AbdulMajeed, Nada Al-Kharashi

The Junior class, lead by professors Liam Coulcohoun and Matthew Holmes-
Dallimore, met with Simon Parkinson from Brand Union

The fall junior course benefitted from a wonderful 
industry partnership to address a retail application 
with emphasis on branding and identity. The class 
worked on developing a retail concept for Al Mutlaq, a 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia home furnishings brand. As a 
“live” project Brand Union were able to supply the class 
with the materials that they had developed so far which 
proved to be ideal for the class allowing them sufficient 
creative freedom, yet measured and cautious freedom! 
Majdoleen, Director at Brand Union in Dubai and her 
colleague Simon Parkinson introduced the project 

Collaboration with Brand Union

via Skype from Dubai. Majdoleen’s colleague, Simon 
Parkinson flew to Doha at Brand Union’s expense, to 
attend the final presentations and offered excellent 
and insightful feedback. These, to some extent “real 
world projects” provide the students with unparalleled 
experience as they address the programmatic project 
data from a pragmatic and realistic perspective. Bravo 
professors Liam Colquhoun and Matthew H. Dallimore 
and your junior students!



During the 2015 Fall Semester, Cherif Amor was honored/
awarded by the Qatar Green Building Conference 
(QGBC)  and the Forum for Interior Design—Mesheireb 
Enhancement Center (FID/MEC). The QGBC honor 
was for moderating sessions and presenting research 
findings relative to sustainability principles in academia. 
The FID recognition was relative to the support of the 
establishment of the forum and for research presentation 
on neuroscience and design.

Dr. Cherif Amor Honored/Awarded

Dr. Cherif Amor receives recognition by 
the Qatar Green Building Conference

Junior students Chalifa and Marika learning about 
light fixtures at Light in the Middle East in Dubai

The junior class attended the 2015 Light Middle East 
Exhibition Conference that was held in Dubai, October 
7-8th.  Light Middle East trade show and conference is 
becoming a leading venue to showcase lighting fixtures 
and sources as well as research conference on emerging 
lighting trends, to include but not limited toThe Middle 
East architectural, interior, theatrical, and Retail Lighting 
Solutions. Leading lighting manufacturers, system 
solution providers, and suppliers converge in Dubai to 
present their new and existing products and services 
to the region’s academic and industry stakeholders, 
including architects, interior designers, landscape 
architects, developers, consultants, and government 
officials. Light Middle East  is the perfect venue for 
students to meet new contacts, source products, and 
discuss new trends and technological developments. 
Out of distinction, the 2015 and 2016 conference and 
organization website featured the Interior Design 
class visit to the tradeshow (http://www.lightme.net/
frankfurt/172/for-exhibitors/welcome.aspx)

Cherif was able to secure two articles in Glam Interiors 
and Design, a newly developed Doha design magazine 
that features latest Doha projects, industry news, design 
and art emerging trends, and academic contributions. 
Cherif’s most recent reflection addresses one of the 
most beautiful structures added to Qatar Foundation 
prestigious architectural edifices—The Qatar Faculty 
for Islamic Studies (QFIS) designed by Mangera Yvars 
Architects.  The project is attracting the attention of art 
and architecture critiques and was crowned with several 
awards since its inception in 2015.  The project includes 
teaching and faculty space, a research center, and the 
Education City campus mosque. While the overall 
structure suggests a conspicuous deconstructivist 
design, the intrinsic design composition finds impetus in 
cultural values and local norms generating an innovative 
design; a breathtaking architecture that deserves that I 
took the intellectual freedom to qualify as the beginning 
of a Post-Deconstructivist architecture. 

Dr. Cherif Amor featured in Glam Interiors

Light Middle East Conference



Students experiencing landscape and architecture  in Iceland 
during the department’s annual field study trip abroad.  

Dr. Johan Granber, Assistant Professor Interior Design  

The Foundation, the monthly magazine of Qatar 
Foundation, issue of September 2015 featured Dr. 
Johan Granberg in the rubric of forward thinkers. 
The foundation monthly magazine addresses 
academic events, research activities, Qatar Foundation 
developments, and local events. Johan spoke to The 
Foundation about the often-overlooked importance of 
design in every aspect of our everyday lives – and how 
the design ideas of today will influence our culture, 
society, and built environment for decades to come. 
The interview addressed Johan’s philosophy toward art 
and design, the issue that design is not merely soliving 
problems, the importance of Art Souk project, and other 
issues. For more, see the foundation magazine website: 
http://www.qf.org.qa/thefoundation-archives?page=2

Every academic year the Department of Interior Design 
organizes one/two international field trips to engage 
students in learning out of the classroom environment, 
enhancing their artistic and design cultural sensitivities. 
This last summer, the program has arranged a trip 
to spend a week in Iceland to experience design 
outside the walls of the classroom, see cultural sites 
around Reykjavik, and visit the best universities and 
design firms in the region. The trip paved the way for 
students to learn more about the diverse Icelandic 
architecture, design market, interior design products, 
and international vendors. The department of interior 
design encourages and facilitates learning outside the 
classroom as research precedents, accreditation bodies, 
and university strategic plans advocate the necessity 
to be engage studetns in study abroad programs and 
international fieldtrips.

Dr. Johan Granberg featured in 
the Foundation Magazine

Iceland Field Study – Principles 
of a Successful Trip



FACULTY SUMMER OF 2015

Assistant Professor Matthew-Holmes 
Dallimore with his wife in San Diego

The Coulquhoun family spent their 
summer in Scotland

Dr. Johan Granber in between 
Sweden and Spain

Assistant Professor Maja 
Kinnemark with her husband on 

an island in the Baltic sea

Dr. Amor with his family in Istanbul Dr. Kevin Wolley and his 
family hiking in the U.S 

Assistant Professor Li Han with her husband in China



Richmond Department of Interior Design Assistant 
Professor Roberto Ventura, 2015 recipient of the VCUarts 

Faculty Award for Distinguished Achievement in Teaching

The Richmond Department of Interior Design 
welcomed a new full time faculty member at the start 
of the academic year, Assistant Professor Emily Smith.
Emily’s belief that a language of materials influences 
individual and community empowerment has led her to 
pursue the creation of knowledge-sharing opportunities. 
This interest is seen in her blend of professional practice, 
volunteer practice, and teaching. After receiving her 
MFA in Interior Environments from VCU in 2012, she 
worked as a designer at 3north, while also teaching 
studio courses for the department. During the summer 
of 2015, Emily formally joined the department as a full-
time assistant professor. Emily also works with the James 
River Green Building Council to develop national design 
competitions focused on specific sites in Richmond 
facing unique, and also universal, challenges.

NEWS FROM HOME CAMPUS

New faculty Emely Smith, LEED AP, NCIDQ

The Richmond Department of Interior Design welcomes 
Assistant Professor Emily Smith to the faculty.

Richmond MFA candidate Jessie Walton won Best 
Poster Presentation for her thesis “Design Thinking: 
Providing Opportunities for Underserved Communities 
with Design Thinking.” Walton’s research documents 
underrepresented populations in design, particularly 
interior design. Her design thesis proposes a center 
where design thinking can be taught to middle school 
and high school students. In addition to bolstering 
academic performance with arts education, her project 
posits that introducing more diverse populations to 
the design profession will, over the long term, address 
imbalances that exist within it.

Assistant Professor Roberto Ventura won the Member’s 
Choice Award for “Let’s Build a Cathedral Together: 
Improv, Collaboration, and the Design Process.” In his 
paper Ventura explores lessons from improvisational 
performance and the benefits it offers designers and the 
design process. Design is a collaborative pursuit. As a 
result, improvisational performers—masters of creative 
collaboration—are able to share a host of techniques for 
improving how we work with others. Professor Ventura’s 
research describes techniques and process activities 
implemented by him during the Fall 2014 semester in 
the IDES 400 Senior Studio, when students designed 
a new performance space for the Coalition Theater, a 
Richmond-based improve company.

Jessie Walton and Roberto Ventura awarded 
at 2016 Interior Design Educators Council 
Annual Conference in Portland, Oregon



Virginia Commonwealth University 
School of the Arts in Qatar
Al Luqta Street
Education City
Doha, Qatar

Phone:
00 974 44020555
Interior Design Department
Contact:
00 974 4402 0532

E-mail:
Junita Patrick: jbpatrick@vcu.edu 
Cherif Amor:mcamor@vcu.edu
Website:
www.qatar.vcu.edu/interiordesign

mOb Studio (Middle of Broad) hosted a First Friday 
opening in November titled General Demotion? General 
Devotion? The event kicked off with a panel discussion 
led by Bill Martin of the Valentine about the past, 
present and future of Richmond’s Monument Avenue. 
The studio was filled to capacity and lively, passionate 
discussion ensued. On the walls were student posters 
showing operations on the Robert E. Lee monument and 
a display of monuments created by students at Thomas 
Jefferson High School.

Following a year of high profile racial incidents across 
the U.S., many U.S. cities have begun to question the 
impact of civil war monuments on racial relations in 
their communities. For a week in October 2015, the 
students in the mOb studio created prosthetic devices for 
the Robert E. Lee monument, hoping to change, enrich 
or question the experience of the Lee monument. The 

week-long activities included a visit by leading African 
American architect Burchell Pinnock of Baskervill and a 
panel discussion about the history, black experience and 
continuing interpretation of the civil war monuments.

Speakers made the historical monuments more relevant 
by discussing the breadth of slavery (slavery was second 
to sugar cane as an economic engine in the early 19 
century) and framing slavery in terms of current issues of 
human trafficking. The mOb studio and its community 
partner, Storefront for Community Design generated a 
healthy buzz that continues to reverberate in the City of 
Richmond.

Architectural historian Sarah Driggs wrote in the 
nomination of the Lee Monument to the National 
Register that the six pedestals at the base of the 
monument were intended for additional statuary that 
was not designed or included at the time of the original 
installation. This proposal includes six eternal flames 
of vigilance, mounted on these pedestals, which will 
float and illuminate hot-air lanterns surrounding the 
monument, masking the controversial figure of Lee. 
These lanterns of memory and forgetting will stay in 
place until the citizenry of Richmond reaches consensus 
on a new monument that reflects our shared values. 
With the installation of the new monument, the state 
will relocate the Lee Monument to the new American 
Civil War Center at Tredegar.

The mObstudio unleashes the power 
of design to generate constructive 
community dialogue 

The Richmond Department of Interior Design received 
full accreditation from the Council of Interior Design 
Accreditation (CIDA) for both its Bachelor of Fine 
Arts and First Professional Master of Fine Arts degree 
programs, following a review that took place during the 
Spring Semester, 2015.

CIDA Accredited again!


