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 As Qatar continues to nurture distinguished 
educative and pedagogic institutions in its state of 
the art facilities that include but are not limited to 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University HBKU, formerly Qatar 
Foundation Education City, our interior design program 
finds a driving force in this effervescent intellectual 
environment that aspires to excellence. This is achieved 
through continuous implementation of processes and 
assessment of outcomes that identify, recognize, and 
reward excellence.
 Our vision statement is our road map to what 
we aspire to become by 2022. We are striving “to be 
distinguished for quality education that promotes 
diversity, innovation, sustainability, and collaboration, 
that caters for the needs of a ‘glocal’ society.” This 
embodies a guidance for our initiatives; inspires our 
endeavors; and provides for a benchmark to track our 
progress toward excellence.
 In compliance with this vision, the interior design 
program devised a program expectation that engage 
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Graduating class of 2017

faculty and students into 1) curriculum innovation, 2) 
collaborative initiatives, 3) design competitions, 4) travel 
study, and 5) alignment with emerging design trends; 
i.e., building information modeling, three dimensional 
printing (3D printing), virtual reality, and evidence-based 
design. 
 Our curriculum innovation was synthesized 
in a unique pedagogic experience that distanced the 
curriculum from the silo-ed teaching (courses taught 
independently) to a meta-studio (collaboration). This 
initiative brought together three courses whereby 
the theoretical precepts learned in one course inform 
the studio projects hence generating a pragmatic and 
conducive learning environment.
 Our collaborative initiatives paved the way for 
students to partner with Qatar Museums and the Swedish 
Embassy, undertaking real-world schematic projects 
that involved dealing with site conditions, clients, and 
programmatic data; a rewarding partnership that 
enlightened students on real-life projects’ complexities.
  Our outreach and engagement activities led to 
interventions such as partnering with the Qatar Tourism 
Authority QTA to showcase students’ work and manned 
their annual PopUp Shops. This contributed toward the 
establishment of the Qatar Shopping Festival. Similarly, 
our outreach activities took us to the Humanitarian Design 
Conference--Greece, whereby IDES faculty and alumni 

intervened to design shelters for Syrian immigrants.                
          Our program paved the way for design competitions 
that engaged our students at the regional and 
international levels.  IDES junior students were the 
recipients of the third place award of the IIDA student 
competition. Likewise, the IDES program was engaged 
into the design of the Annual Research Conference stage 
and the 2017 Qatar Pavilion for the 2017 Art Expo that 
was held in Astana. Both experiences were rewarding 
as the winners of the stage design got involved in the 
production phase, and the winners of the Qatar Pavilion 
competition benefited from an internship in the offices 
of Avantgarde, Berlin.
 Our accomplishments culminated in securing a 
competitive travel grant that took distinguished interior 
design students from the sophomore, junior, and senior 
levels to Prague and Berlin. Students benefited not only 
from attending two major conferences respectively, 
the International Association for Lighting Designers 
IALD, and the World Architecture Forum (WAF), but 
also benefited from study tours that involved classical, 
medieval, renaissance, modern, and postmodern styles. 
These travel study programs helped students gain an 
international perspective of art and design, and above 
all, gave them the ability to think creatively and see more 
than one solution to any specific design problem.

                                                                                      Best regards,

                                                                                      Dr. Amor



Sahar Ansari and Chalifa Anindita standing in front of 
Nada Al-Kharashi’s work in the BFA show

Work by graduating senior Majdulin M. Nasr Allah
Aisha Almohannadi showing her work to Hiathem El-Hammali, Assistant 
Professor at Virginia Commonwealth University-Qatar

VCUQatar BFA & MFA Exhibit ion

D E P A R T M E N T  A C T I V I T I E S

 The VCUQatar BFA & MFA exhibition is a 
celebration of our students’ four years design innovation 
and excellence. The event took place the last week of April 
and attracted the attention of local community, media, 
and Virginia Commonwealth University dignitaries. It is a 
display of the creative achievements of VCU-Q graduating 
students in the fields of graphic, fashion & interior design, 
painting & printmaking, and design studies. This year’s 
graduate projects were geared towards evidence-based 
design EBD paradigms, whereby the project’s line inquiry 
find impetus in real-life problems and applied research. 
For instance, graduates have addresses themes such 
as obesity, neuro-diverse populations, refugees center, 
stress relief center, center for the hearing impaired, 
fitness center and portable gym, and more. 



Meta Studio: Interior design sophomores studying building plans and 
models

Meta Studio: Interior design sophomores working in the FabLab

Meta Studio: Interior design sophomores working in the FabLab

 Since the first half the 20th century that witnessed 
the emergence of the Modern Movement in the arts 
and architecture, architecture and design curricula have 
been geared by the separation of lecture and studio 
courses, generating siloed teaching paradigms. While 
studio courses address a given project (i.e., commercial 
and non-commercial applications), the lecture courses 
(i.e., computer graphics, lighting systems, building 
systems, etc.) are designed to address theoretical and 
technical precepts in a generic manner, without specific 
modules that correlate to studio projects. To address 
the present issue, in a unique and innovative approach, 
we initiated a pedagogic experiment that bridges studio 
and lecture-based courses.  This has been done through 
an incremental approach. The experiment started with 
two courses at the sophomore level, lighting systems 
IDES 323 and computer graphics IDES 312. The outcome 
was remarkable, as the students were involved in a 
design competition that culminated in outstanding 
outcomes. In the spring semester, the experiment was 
further enhanced to include three courses—IDES 201 
(studio course), IDES 321 (materials course) and IDES 
212 (computer graphics I). While the outcome of the 
course is not yet evaluated, nonetheless the preliminary 
project phases, students’ first impressions, and faculty 
collaboration suggest a pedagogic paradigm worth 
further exploration and possible adoption.

Meta Studio Pedagogy: 
IDES 202, 212 & 321

 The interior design program was approached 
by Qatar Museums Authority to develop a schematic 
proposal for the conversion of the existing Belhambar 
Restaurant into a Library Café—a touristic destination 
for local residents and visitors to Qatar. QMA program 
called for a hospitality model that borrow from Barnes 
& Noble book stores USA, the pavilion Dubai—UAE,  
and Minoa Café--Turkey. The location of Balhambar 
restaurant, located half-way along the Corniche, with its 
stunning sea view and its traditional exterior design, has 
become a touristic destination for all visitors to Qatar. 
The venue provides an exquisite experience of the local 
context while enjoying a cup of coffee, a snack, and 
reading. Senior students design outcome was exhibited 

Belhambar Restaurant:  Qatar 
Museum Authori ty

in VCUQatar Orange Hall and reviewed by Maha Al Hajri, 
QMA Director of Engineering for perspective thematic 
adoption.



 

Core Rel ief : 
Humanitar ian Design Conference

Interior design faculty Maja Kinnemark and ID-alumni Teekshani 
Perera participated in an exclusive Humanitarian Design Conference

A one-week exhibition of Swedish House at VCUQatar 

The Swedish ambassador’s visit to VCUQatar.

 For the second consecutive year, the interior 
design program has secured a collaboration with the 
Swedish Embassy in Doha. In an attempt to expand its 
presence in Qatar, the Swedish Ambassador to Qatar’ 
has approached the interior design program to design 
the Swedish House, an annex to the Embassy services. 
The house was to promote Sweden’s economic interests 
and the image of Sweden abroad, facilitate exports and 
imports, and encourage trade with Qatar and its region—
requirements that constitute the project’s program. The 
students’ task was to generate schematic proposals that 
address the relocation of the Embassy and to address 
the indicated programmatic data. This was a semester 
project whereby the Swedish Ambassador introduced 
the students to the Swedish culture and space needs for 
the new development. Subsequently, Embassy associates 
came to school to critique the project’s development. The 
final outcome was exhibited in VCUQatar and attended 
by the Swedish Ambassador and her embassy associates. 
This real-life project secured a one-week exhibition at 
VCUQatar—add. The exhibition was attended by Swedish 
Ambassador and her embassy associates, VCU-Q Dean, 
and other dignitaries.

Sustainable Collaboration: 
The Swedish Embassy

 In an international outreach and engagement 
effort, interior design faculty Maja Kinnemark and ID-
alumni Teekshani Perera were invited to participate in an 
exclusive Humanitarian Design Conference that gathered 
25 international architects, behavior scientists, material 
scientists, designers and engineers on Lesvos, the island 
that has received highest influx of refugees from war-torn 
Syria. The question revoled around “ how can innovative 
design and new technologies improve the situation of 
camp refugees?  During the conference, attendees met 
with different clients such as Better Shelter and Alpinter 
providing sheltering in camps, and 15 individual experts 
within the humanitarian field; representatives from 
rescue teams a’ jour at the shore (ERCI), representatives 
from NGO’s providing health care, education, food and 
shelter and representatives from Industry providing 
UNHCR’s Core Relief items. The participants interacted 
with people of concern on site at Kara Tepe Hospitality 
Centre, a refugee camp in Mythilini, and had a day of field 
work in the camp studying how innovative people are in 
utilizing their limited belongings in order to establish a 
sense of home.



Above: A popupshop displying Interior design projects
Below:  Senior students posting in front of the popup shop

 The Interior Design program secured a partnership 
with Qatar Tourism Authority to contribute toward 
the establishment of the Qatar Shopping Festival. The 
present collaboration consisted on showcasing interior 
design projects to mall shoppers and Qatar community 
at large. We were able to secure two popup shops in 
both the Gate Mall and The Mall of Qatar that were 
held January 24—February 7; these were manned by 
sophomore, junior and senior students. The IDES popup 
shop-s featured work from the junior studio (IIDA design 
competition), and senior studios-- House Annex for the 
Swedish Embassy, and final outcomes of the capstone 
senior course. The aim of the Qatar Shopping Festival 
was to increase the rate of tourism in Qatar and boost its 
economy. The festival included three major events; mall 
activations, an outdoor family funfair and live shows. The 
shopping festival included all the major malls creating 
massive sales and promotions along with entertainment, 
competitions, raffles and prizes. To support the shopping 
festival an outdoor family funfair took place and included 
popup shops, food and games for all ages. Simultaneously, 
concerts and live shows were preformed throughout the 
festival. 

Interior design Junior student Zeina Sleiman’s project demonstrating 
students’ understanding about CIDA requirements 

IDES Popup Shops: 
Qatar Tourism Authori ty

 The interior design program is preparing for the 
Council for Interior Design Accreditation that will be 
held spring 2018.  The Interior Design program was the 
first and the sole accredited program outside the United 
States by CIDA. CIDA is a CHEA-recognized accrediting 
body. The Council for Higher Education Accreditation 
(CHEA) is a highly respected entity that provides oversight 
for accrediting bodies through a recognition process. 
CHEA criteria for recognition influence CIDA’s processes 
for setting standards and accrediting academic programs.
 The Interior Design Department has been 
accredited by CIDA since 2011 and it continues to comply 
with all eligibility requirements as outlined in the CIDA 
Accreditation Manual: 1) the program is recognized by 
the U.S Department of Education, 2) the program requires 
a minimum of 30 semester credit hours of diverse liberal 
arts and sciences requirements for graduation, and 3) 
and a minimum of two classes have graduated from the 
BFA program.

CIDA Accreditat ion



A scene from the film production

 Schools of Architecture/Design and allied 
disciplines’ curricula have been geared by the influences 
of the modern movement, a tendency that generated 
a programmatic and sequencing condition that yielded 
a “siloed academic paradigms”— teaching paradigm 
that prevailed in the 20th and beginning of the 21st 
century.  The suggested course, in collaboration with 
DFI, finds impetus in this rationale—the need to pave the 
way for collaborative and alternative forms of learning. 
Likewise, this course finds justification in the interior 
design discipline accreditation standards (CIDA 2017), 
which underscore the necessity for students work to 
“demonstrate the ability to effectively collaborate with 
multiple disciplines in developing design solutions” 
(CIDA, 2017, p. II 17).
 The overall objective of this collaboration is 

Bridging the Gap between Academia 
and Industry:  Doha Fi le Inst i tute (DFI) 

to broaden students’ understanding of design allied 
disciplines hence ensure that graduates are well-
prepared for their professional career. This collaborative 
studio aims to give the students a broad overview of 
the field of film design and production. The purpose of 
the course includes but it is not limited to exposition of 
students to strategies utilized in the film industry i.e., 
story boarding, set design/scenography, and costume 
design. Methodologically, this involves group work as in 
film production industry. The course is organized in group 
work and is structured in three different phases: a) initial 
weekly workshops (individual); b) set production (team); 
and c) post production (individual/team). The course 
outcome will revolve around the generation of a small 
firm production portfolio.



Junior interior design students won third place at
International Interior Design Association student design competition

 This is an item that was reported in the previous 
JAB—March—September 2016. However, the award 
ceremony including distribution of plaques and monetary 
remuneration ($150/student—IIDA sponsorship) 
was conducted during th2 2017 spring semester. The 
quotation below is extracted from the previous JAB 
report. Feel free to adjust as you deem appropriate.
 The Interior Design program junior students were 
involved in the International Interior Design Association 
student design competition. The brief competition 
challenged participants to reinvent the design of the 
urban university to accommodate multiple functions in 
a single, multi-level space, combining learning, living, 
business, and community within the classic academic and 
current social spheres of higher education. Our student 
representatives (Jessica Hammam, Sara Benabdallah, 
Kaltham Alkuwari, Fessal Eleglah, Majdullin Nasr Allah, 
Sahar Alansari, and Mariam Alkhamis) won third place 
among other participating prestigious universities. The 
VCU-Q IDES award  winning proposal suggested  “to 
seamlessly create a balance between living and learning 
by ‘inviting’ the city of Detroit into the university building 
and creating opportunities for the educational, vocational 
and commercial worlds to meet, merge and collaborate.

 In Collaboration with VCUQatar interior design 
program, Avantgarde opened the doors for the junior 
students to compete for the design of Qatar Pavilion at 
the upcoming Expo in Kazakhstan. The award recipients 
will benefit from an internship opportunity during the 
summer of 2017 in the Avantgarde Offices, Munich 
Germany.
 Several teams of junior students were involved in 
the competition. Their first concepts were presented for 
feedback to Mohammed Seed Al Blouchi, Acting Director 
of the Qatari Pavilion at the last Expo in Malian, Dr. Cherif 
Amor, Head of Interior Design at VCUQatar, and Markus 
Hofmeister, General Manager of Avantgarde Doha office. 
In the subsequent and final phase, projects were collected 
and judged.  During the award ceremony, Hissa Alhail 
and Sara Mashhadi were selected as the recipients of the 
best and most innovative project (See below). The award 
winning team will have the opportunity to experience 
the design versatility of Avantgarde Design principles and 
tendencies, including travel to Europe and experience 
design strategies from another cultural context.

Avantgarde Design Competi t ion: 
Internship in Germany

IIDA International Student Design 
Competi t ion

S T U D E N T  S U C C E S S



Sherin Karawiya and Thoraya Alomar receive award on their stage 
design

Above: Majdulin Nasr Allah receives the AEB award
Below: Aljazi Althani and Zeina Sleiman receive AEB awards

 The IDES program secured a partnership with 
Qatar Foundation Research and Development (QF 
R&D) to organize a student design competition. The 
competition consisted of designing the stage that 
housed major ceremonial events during the 2016 Annual 
Research Conference. 23 students, juniors and seniors, 
were involved in the competition. The judging consisted 
of two phases. The first phase was judged by the IDES 
faculty and shortlisted ten best projects. The second 
phase was judged by Qatar Foundation representatives 
and the design firm delegated to construct the stage. 
The award winning project, senior students Sherin 
Karawiya and Thoraya Alomar, were constructed by the 
designated firm with the involvement of the awardees. 
The 10 shortlisted students benefitted from a research 
poster presentation during the conference proceedings. 
Furthermore, VCU-Q and the IDES program were 
recognized at the opening ceremony for the present art/
design contribution.

2016 Qatar Foundation Annual 
Research Conference: Partnership

 The recently instituted Arab Engineering Bureau 
Award for Creative Achievement and Potential was 
presented to interior design junior Aljazi Althani and 
Zeina Sleiman. The award aim to help the junior students 
recognize their true potential, create leadership and 
encourage them to continue developing their skills 
through their senior year. Congratulations to Aljazi and 
Zeina for your wonderful accomplishments.

 Majdulin Nasr Allah was recognized as the 
2017 recipient of the Arab Engineering Bureau Award 
for Design Excellence. This award was instituted eight 
years ago by AEB’s CEO and Chief Architect, Mr. Ibrahim 
M. Jaidah. The Arab Engineering Bureau Award for 
Excellence in Interior Design is awarded to graduating 
seniors who have exhibited consistent achievement in: 
professionalism, leadership, the ability to exert a positive 
influence on students, work ethic, conceptual ability, 
realization, innovation and presentation.

Excellence in Inter ior Design Award: 
Arab Engineering Bureau

Creative Achievement and 
Potential  Award: Arab Engineering 



Above: INSIDE—World Architecture Festival in Berlin
Middel: In front of Charles Bridge in Prague
Below: Cold in Prague

 

T I E R  I I  F I E L D  T R I P :  P R A G U E  A N D  B E R L I N

 The purpose of this pedagogic field trip find 
impetus in two evidences:
 
      The CIDA accreditation guidelines underscore  
the necessity for design programs to expose/provide 
students with collaboration/partnership possibilities. 
Standard V (Collaboration) Parameter f states: “Student 
work demonstrates the ability to effectively collaborate 
with multiple disciplines in developing design solutions”. 
This may include attending conferences/exhibitions, 
engaging in multi-disciplinary team projects and/or 
involving experts from other disciplines. Disciplines may 
be within or outside of the built environment. Similarly, 
Standard VIII (Design Process) Parameter h, states: 
“Students understand the importance of evaluating 
the relevance and reliability of information and 
research impacting design solutions. This refers to the 
understanding of the quality of sources for information 
and research, the availability of multiple sources, and/
or triangulating. Design Conferences/Exhibition provide 
the appropriate pedagogic platform to expose students 
to research informing the latest products as well as an 
acquaintance with architecture/design emerging trends. 
                VCU-Q Strategic Plan Goal II states: “Attract, develop 
and support self-directed lifelong learners and creative 
innovators. This might include building relationships with 
schools, colleges, and conference venues to garner and 
facilitate different learning pedagogic platforms, and b) 
include diverse options for student’s personal pedagogic/
intellectual development.              
      During this study trip, students first attended  
the world’s leading lighting designers at IALD Enlighten 
Europe 2016 in Prague, Czech Republic for two days 
of superior experiences, innovative ideas and proven 
business strategies.   IALD Enlighten Europe fostered 
opportunities for students, educators, and professionals 
to join with like-minded designers, and shared ideas 
with other creative visionaries and discover new tools 
to make their work more satisfying and productive than 
ever before. Attendees included lighting specifiers and 
manufacturers, as well as architects, interior designers, 
educators and students. 
                The students attended INSIDE -World Architecture 
Festival: One of the most important fixtures in the global 
design calendar, interior designers and architects come 
together from around the world to learn, connect and 
share ideas. The event included a) talks--be inspired by

some of the most influential and innovative architects 
voices shaping the global architectural profession today, 
b) exhibitions--the Festival Hall is the hub location of 
INSIDE where you can network and engage face-to-face 
with leading suppliers and manufacturers from around the 
world., and c) gallery—display of award winning projects.  
During the trip, Students also visited ART-COM studios 
founded by Joachim Sauter, one of our VCU-Q Crossing 
Boundaries Artist.



A collage of conceptual student work done in support of the “Designing 
a Place to Be: A University-Community Partnership for Addressing the 
Needs of Adults with Autism” grant funded project. 

N E W S  F R O M  H O M E  C A M P U S
  I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N  D E P A R T M E N T 

 Interior design and engineering students and 
faculty joined forces for a week-long study abroad 
program in Cuba in May 2016. “The Cuba Project: A 
Design Thinking Workshop” addressed the question of 
design in highly constrained environments, with Cuba 
serving as the case study. Students worked in groups of 
four and visited local domestic spaces, as well as one 
retail space, to analyze a potential design problem for 
which they developed prototypes out of bamboo.

“The Cuba Project: A Design Thinking Workshop” 
participants in a bamboo forest. Here they harvested 
local bamboo to take back to the bamboo workshop. 

semester they presented a number of design solutions to 
the grant team.
              Our team applied for and received a second grant 
for the 2017 - 2018 academic year: “Building Interactive 
Environments for Older Adults with Autism that Promote 
Stress Management and Engagement.” We plan to have a 
group of students participate in the design and potential 
construction of an interactive partition that can engage 
the clients of “A Grace Place” throughout their time in the 
space.

           Over the past year our department has been 
collaborating with the Gerontology Department, the 
VCU Rehabilitation Research and Training Center and 
local adult care center “A Grace Place” on a community 
engagement grant project. This first grant we received 
through our collaboration: “Designing a Place to Be: A 
University-Community Partnership for Addressing the 
Needs of Adults with Autism,” involved a number of 
graduate and undergraduate student projects. Students 
were exposed to research on the needs of adults with 
Autism, and the lack of design considerations for this 
specific group. A group of sophomores and first year 
graduates were given a space to reconsider at the “A 
Grace Place” facility. They were invited to meet with 
the staff and clients and engage with them as they were 
surveying the existing environment. At the end of the 

Interior Design Departmental Grants

The Cuba Project

             This summer we welcomed nine new MFA students to 
our department. All of them joined us with backgrounds 
in a variety of careers. They are settling in well and are 
attentive and eager students.
        Recently we took a field trip with the group to visit 
a renovation project of the Capital One campus. One of 
our alumni, Andy Lehman, who worked on the project, 
gave us a tour of the space and talked about the design 
process, client relationships, and materials selection and 
specification.

New MFA Students



Andy Lehman (seated) discusses the Capital One campus renovation 
project with first year VCU RIchmond MFA Interior of Design students.

Interior Design department students and faculty gathered for a group 
photo at the Fall 2017 convocation

Girls for a Change program participants.

           The annual Design Intelligence ratings results were 
shared with us mid-September this year and we were all 
delighted to see that both our BFA and MFA programs 
were rated. This is the first time our MFA program received 

2017 - 2018 Design Intelligence Ratings 

           As we adjusted to our schedules and the new 
sophomores and graduates acclimated to the department, 
we invited all faculty and students to come together for 
some lunch and popsicles on the Pollak Building Green 
Roof. Juniors, sophomores, seniors, and grads had a 
chance to share ideas, stories and socialize with each 
other and our faculty! A fun yearly event that we all look 
forward to having.

Fall 2017 Student-Faculty Gathering

a rating. Coincidentally this past May we graduated the 
10th class of the first professional MFA group. Kudos to 
our colleagues in Richmond!

           Girls for a Change (GFAC) and vcuarts Interior 
Design juniors teamed to design GFAC’s first stand-alone 
center (2000SF). Studios teamed up to review designs 
and brainstorm materials & color palettes. The project 
was highly successful.  GFAC girls were exposed to interior 
design education. The VCU students worked on a real 
project in our community. The designs were displayed at 
the 2017 Black Girl Showcase. The GFAC leadership, girls 
and families were thrilled with the design ideas for the 
new center.

Girls for a change

           Based upon conclusions from Project One Spring 
2017, the group design interactions will increase. The 
new project is a relatable experience for GFAC students 
(ages 13- 17), a charrette-style bedroom redesign. The 
VCU students will mentor and guide simple floor plan, 
materials and color palette development. This advances 
into a more complex program for VCU students, who 
will design a multi-family project with a complete set 
of construction documents. Joint pin-ups, field trips, 
presentations by professional designers of color, and 
a public show of all student work will round-out the 
semester. 


