
Degree Requirements 
The Design Studies track requires 60 semester credit hours of study. Students 
are expected to complete a thesis project of complex scale and scope and 
present a written thesis that will complement the work undertaken in the 
thesis studio. Course work in the degree is comprised of 9 semester credits of 
theory, 21 semester credits of studio, 13 semester credits of applied research, 
3 credits of practicum/internship, 9 credits of thesis studio and 6 elective 
credits. This Master of Fine Arts degree is recognized as the terminal degree 
in design and meets the accreditation standards established by the National 
Association of Schools of Art and Design in the United States (NASAD). 

Individualized Program
Graduate students are expected to develop an individualized program of 
study within a context of cross-disciplinary and cross-cultural design issues 
including but not limited to the design of built and digital environments; 
product development and marketing; usability; ergonomics; semiotics of vi-
sual form; persuasive informative, and poetic uses of visual communication; 
as well as contemporary theories of design and sociology. Full-time residency 
preferred. Part-time study is possible depending on individual need and space 
availability.

Admission Requirements
Preference is given to male and female applicants holding an appropriate 
bachelor level degree in design or a closely related discipline from an ac-
credited university. The admissions decision is also based upon the ability 
of the applicant to present a portfolio demonstrating knowledge of design 
issues and a clear statement of intent. English language proficiency (the 
equivalent of 570 or higher on the paper and pencil version of the TOEFL) and 
a successful interview are required. Provisional acceptance may be granted to 
applicants not able to fulfill all of the admissions requirements. 

Detailed admissions information is available at: 
Office of Admissions 
Virginia Commonwealth University in Qatar 
P.O. Box 8095 
Doha, Qatar

vcuqadmissions@qatar.vcu.edu 
+974 49 27 238  
www.qatar.vcu.edu

Course of Study

First semester
DESI 601 Interdisciplinary Design Seminar		  
DESI 520 Design Research Methodologies	  
DESI 611 Design Studio One 
DESI 510 Materials and Methods Studio

Second semester
DESI 602 Advanced Design Seminar: Design Criticism  
DESI 612 Design Studio Two 
DESI 605 Design Strategies and Ethics for Business 
DESI 521 Design Research Applications

Third semester
Approved Studio Elective*			    
DESI 630 Teaching Practicum in Design	   
OR 
DESI 631 Design Internship 
DESI 613 Design Studio Three 
DESI 620 Design Research Studio - Thesis Formulation

Fourth semester
Approved Elective* 
DESI 690 Thesis Studio 
DESI 621 Design Research Studio – Leadership & Entrepreneurship

Total Credits Required: 60

*The 6 credits of approved electives can be selected from a variety of 500-600 
level courses offered at VCUQatar, VCU in Richmond, another Education City 
university, or another internationally accredited university anywhere in the 
world.

The MFA in Design Studies is the first graduate program in design in the 
Gulf Region. The program will provide an educational environment where 
self-directed students with diverse knowledge sets in design and related dis-
ciplines collaborate and challenge the definition and development of design 
problems, processes, and solutions. Students will expand and deepen their 
abilities and increase their motivation to contribute directly to innovation, 
education and leadership in design thinking and making. Graduates will 
approach design on a strategic level to provide a high degree of constructive 
and sustainable value to the economic, social and cultural contexts of the 
global community. 

The program acknowledges that design is a professional discipline that 
is broadly based and highly collaborative, incorporating the transfer of 
knowledge across traditional domains to create products and processes of 
manufacture, environments, forms of communication and the organization 
of information. Only six students will be accepted into the program each year. 
Students in the program will receive individual mentorship throughout their 
course of study. 

Master of Fine Arts  
in Design Studies*
Virginia Commonwealth University in Qatar

Accepting applications for Fall 2009  
Application deadline: 15 April 2009

*Pending VCU approval.



ADMISSIONS CHECKLIST - MFA IN DESIGN STUDIES

	  	 1. Application form. The applicant must complete and sign an application form. 

	 	 2. Personal statement of intent. The applicant must provide a personal statement discussing reasons for graduate study.

		 3. Application fees. A 500 QAR graduate application and processing fee must be submitted in the form of cash or credit/ 	

		  debit card withdrawl to VCUQatar’s cashier.

		 4. Academic documentation. Original or officially certified copies of all grade reports for all secondary and university 	

		  studies, as well as original or officially certified copies of all academic diplomas, certificates and national or other 		

		  major examination results must be submitted to VCUQatar. Official records must be submitted in the native language 	

		  and must be accompanied by an official English translation. All documents will be evaluated by VCUQatar admissions 	

		  staff. Official records should be sent along with your application in a sealed and stamped envelope from your institution of 	

		  study to: VCUQatar, Office of Admissions, PO Box 8095, Doha, Qatar or delivered to VCUQatar, Office of Admissions, 	

		  Education City, Qatar Foundation, Luqta Street, Doha, Qatar.

		 5. Proof of English proficiency. All applicants who have not studied in an English-speaking country must take the 	

		  Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) offered by the Educational  Testing Service in countries throughout 	

		  the world, and arrange for the testing agency to send the test results to VCUQatar. Students may also take the 		

		  International English Language Testing System (IELTS) test, jointly managed by the University of Cambridge ESOL 	

		  Examinations and British Council. Other English tests listed on the application are also accepted.

		  The recommended minimum TOEFL score for graduate admission to VCUQatar is either: paper-based: 570; computer-	

		  based: 230; Internet-based: 88. IELTS scores of 6.5 or greater also may be acceptable. Students may, in some cases, be 	

		  admissible with scores lower than those listed above as determined by the graduate faculty and Office of Admissions at 	

		  VCUQatar. 

		 6. Portfolio. The admissions decision is also based upon the ability of the applicant to present a portfolio 		

		  demonstrating knowledge of design issues. The portfolio should be submitted on a CD together with the application.

		 7. References. Two (2) letters from supervisors, former teachers or other mentors recommending aptitude for graduate 	

		  study. You should give the Reference Forms to your recommenders. Afterwards, include them with your application in a 	

		  sealed and stamped envelope from your recommenders.

	 	 8. Resume. Include all activities, education, projects and jobs you participated in with relevance to you application.

		  Application deadline

		  15 April 2009. Applications submitted after the deadline will be considered on a rolling basis.

VCUQatar
Office of Admissions
PO Box 8095
Doha, Qatar

Email: vcuqadmissions@qatar.vcu.edu
Website: www.qatar.vcu.edu 

Phone: +974 492 7238
Fax: +974 492 7596



application for admissions - Mfa in design studies

Follow the instructions for each question carefully. Type or print in ink all requested information.

1. student name _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
                                             first                                                                    middle                                                                   last

		U  se the name listed on your passport. If there are any discrepancies between this name and the name on 	
		  any of your application documents, notify the Office of Admissions by printing the correct name at 		
		  the top of the documents.

2. sex 	  male              female

3. date of birth ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
                            moth/day/year

4. semester and year of entry      fall 20_______________________ 

5. present address

number and street _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

city _______________________________     country _______________________________     postal code _______________________________

present telephone number ____________________________________    e-mail ___________________________________________________

Admissions will be able to contact you at your present address until (month/day/year.) _______________________________________

6. permanent address

number and street _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

city country ________________________________________________    postal code ________________________________________________ 

telephone number _______________________________________________    e-mail ________________________________________________

7. place of birth (country) _________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. country of passport ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. country of residence __________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. first language ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. emergency contact information ________________________________________________________________________________________

12. visa information

If you are not Qatari please indicate what type of visa you have. __________________________________________________________________

Will you need to be sponsored by Qatar Foundation? ____________________________________________________________________________



13. educational background
List every post-secondary institution, college or university you have attended or are now attending, including part-time, non-degree 
and summer studies.

14. standardized testing
Indicate the tests you have taken or plan to take and their respective scores.

				    date taken	 score

  TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language)	 ______________________________________     _____________________________________

 IELTS (INT English Language Testing Service) 	 ______________________________________     _____________________________________

 SAT Critical Reading	 ______________________________________     _____________________________________

 Cambridge EFL Proficiency English	 ______________________________________     _____________________________________

 Cambridge EFL Advanced English	 ______________________________________     _____________________________________

 International Baccalaureate English Higher Level	 ______________________________________     _____________________________________

office use only
do not write in this column

name
______________________

location

dates of attendance
from month/year
- to month/year

major field
of study

degree, certificate
or diploma

date awarded or
to be awarded



15. references
List the names, addresses and positions of the three persons, preferably professors, supervisors or professionals, who are completing
reference forms for you.

a. name and position: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

		  address: ______________________________________    phone _______________     email ___________________________________

b. name and position: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

		  address: ______________________________________    phone _______________     email ___________________________________

c. name and position: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

		  address: ______________________________________    phone _______________     email ___________________________________

16. how did you first hear about VCUQatar? (check all that apply)

  contact with VCUQatar students/alumni

  contact with VCUQatar faculty/staff

  friends/family

  teacher/adviser at school

  internet: Which Web site? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

  guide: Which guide? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

  fair visit by VCUQatar in your country _______________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                      name                                                            location                                                            date

Which of these was the most helpful/influential? _________________________________________________________________________________

What influenced you to apply? _________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

17. personal statement
Please write a personal statement in which you discuss the following: your reasons for seeking further education at VCUQatar, 
including your career goals and how the program will help you meet those goals; prior work/life experiences that relate to your 
interest in and aptitude for the program to which you are applying; and your perception of your intellectual capability to complete the 
program successfully. (Attach a separate sheet.)

I certify that all information supplied on this form and all credentials submitted in support of my application are complete and accurate. 
I understand that withholding or giving false information may make me ineligible for admission and future enrollment.

While you will work with academic advisors at VCUQatar, submission of this application for admission serves as acknowledgement 
that you assume the responsibility for satisfying requirements for any VCUQatar degree that you pursue.

_____________________________________________________________       ______________________________________________________________
applicant signature                                                                                         date

VCUQatar
Office of Admissions
PO Box 8095
Doha, Qatar

Email: vcuqadmissions@qatar.vcu.edu
Website: www.qatar.vcu.edu 

Phone: +974 492 7238
Fax: +974 492 7596



reference form  - Mfa in design studies

student name _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
                                               first                                                            middle                                          last

semester and year of entry           fall ______________________     
                                                                                   year                                                      

name of recommender ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 and its amendments guarantee students access to their educational records. 
Students, however, are entitled to waive their rights of access concerning recommendations. The following signed statement is 
the applicant’s wish regarding this recommendation.

 I waive my rights to inspect the contents of this reference.         I do not waive my rights to inspect the contents of this reference.

________________________________________________________       _____________________________________________________________
signature                                                           date                          signature                                                                  date 

Please carefully assess the applicant in the following areas. In making your assessment, compare the applicant to other 
individuals you have known who have similar levels of experience and education.

		S  uperior	G ood	A verage	 poor	 unknown
intellectual ability	 	 	 	 	 
ability to analyze a problem and formulate a solution 	 	 	 	 	 
competence in applicant’s general field	 	 	 	 	  
self-reliance 	 	 	 	 	  
leadership	 	 	 	 	 
creativity/innovation	 	 	 	 	  
motivation	 	 	 	 	 
self-discipline	 	 	 	 	 
cooperativeness	 	 	 	 	  
oral communication skills	 	 	 	 	 
written communication skills	 	 	 	 	 
initiative	 	 	 	 	 
reliability	 	 	 	 	 

Please use space on the back of this form to elaborate on the applicant’s qualifications.

Section I (To be completed by applicant)
The following information must correspond exactly to the information submitted on your application. Indicate your decision regarding a
waiver of the right of access to this reference before giving it to the person who will be submitting the reference. You should then give the
form to the recommender with a self-addressed and stamped envelope. Have the recommender place the completed reference into the
envelope, seal it and sign across the seal. The envelope should be returned to you and you should send it to VCUQatar.

Section II (To be completed by recommender)
VCUQatar will value your comments on the suitability of this applicant to do graduate work and will hold your comments in confidence if the 
applicant has signed the above waiver.

How long and in what capacities have you known the applicant?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



VCUQatar is interested in obtaining an accurate profile of the applicant’s capability for graduate study. Since we realize that check-off items 
sometimes do not provide you the opportunity to characterize the applicant as fully as you would like, we encourage you to provide additional 
comments on the applicant’s intellectual capability, motivation for seeking graduate education, and likely tenacity in following through with 
the opportunity for graduate education (e.g., perseverance, work habits, organization). If the applicant is applying to a professional curriculum, 
we are interested in your comments about the applicant’s significant professional attitudes and behaviors. This form also may be used as a 
recommendation for financial assistance, such as teaching, research assistance or fellowships.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Your overall assessment of the applicant as to his or her ability to complete an advanced academic degree:

	  highly recommend	  recommend with reservation

	  recommend without reservation	  do not recommend

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
signature                                                                                                                                                           date

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
name (please print)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
institution

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
position                                                                                                                                                             telephone number

Place the completed form in the addressed and stamped envelope provided by the applicant. Be sure to seal the envelope and sign it
across the seal before returning it to the applicant. Thank you for assisting us with our self-managed application process.

VCUQatar
Office of Admissions
PO Box 8095
Doha, Qatar

Email: vcuqadmissions@qatar.vcu.edu
Website: www.qatar.vcu.edu 

Phone: +974 492 7238
Fax: +974 492 7596



fee structure - Mfa in design studies

Virginia Commonwealth University in Qatar
Master of Fine Arts in Design Studies
2009-2010 Tuition and Fees (per semester)*

• Full-time tuition and fees (9-15 credits)	 QR 34858

• Part-time tuition and fees (1-8 credits)	 QR  3873 per credit

• Qatar Foundation Student Housing	 QR  7000	

		

*The 2009-2010 tuition and fees are subject to approval by the VCU Board of Visitors.

VCUQatar
Office of Admissions
PO Box 8095
Doha, Qatar

Email: vcuqadmissions@qatar.vcu.edu
Website: www.qatar.vcu.edu 

Phone: +974 492 7238
Fax: +974 492 7596


