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what we dID:

DEPARTMENT CHAIR’S MESSAGE 

Dear alumnae and professional associates,
Since my arrival to Doha, in the fall 
semester of 2013, I have been eager to get in 
touch with you all, the interior design 
department alumnae, and professional 
associates. I am hoping that through the 
present semestrial department newsletter, 
I will be able to keep you informed on the 
department’s activities, events, and 
accomplishments. 

We are entering a new global era which 
holds much promise for the design 
discipline; this is not only suggesting 
readiness for paradigm shifts, but also calling 
for the embracing of new emerging design 
trends—evidence-based design, building 
information modeling, sustainability, 
collaboration, etc. Our location in Qatar—
that is witnessing an unprecedented 
economic prosperity accompanied by 
mammoth architecture, interior design, and 
landscape world-class projects—proffers 
undreamed of opportunities and yields 
complex challenges for academia as for the 
industry. This will necessitate design 
curricula that bridge the gap between 
environment- behavior and creativity 
paradigms,  underscoring holistic design 
approaches. 

Similarly this will require the provision of 
a forum/platform to facilitate collaboration 
facilitate collaboration among academia, 
the profession, and industry, and other 
stakeholders to work in symbiosis toward the 
same objectives. 

In the department of interior design, we 
are striving to provide students with the 
appropriate pedagogic tools to achieve 
this unique learning experience, including 
interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary 
collaboration, real-life projects, internships, 
study abroad opportunities, and 
professional tours. 
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Cherif Amor, PhD, EDRA, IDEC, & IIDA
Chair, Interior Design Department
Virginia Commonwealth University 
Qatar Chair, Environmental Design 
Research Association ID network

Our students are benefitting from a 
culturally diverse body of faculty—American, 
African, Asian and European—a fundamental 
constituent of excellence in art and design 
schools. This is resulting in distinguished 
pedagogic research and service projects, 
including but not limited to the building of a 
teacher’s house in Muen Phem of the Karen 
Hill Tribe in Chiang Mai, Thailand in 
collaboration with the Arab Engineering 
Bureau (AEB); partnering with Albaker 
Architects to examine and explore the 
design of future spas in a search for new 
identity and innovation; using immersive 
projection in conjunction with Qatar 
Museums for the design of the Doha 
Fire Station; and designing a mobile
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exhibition (MobEx) in a unique collaborative 
pedagogic experience that brought together 
students from VCUarts and VCUQatar.
While continuing to be the sole CIDA 
accredited program outside the United 
States, I am delighted about our ambitious 
and expanding prospects and I look forward 
to partner with you for a future full of 
success and excellence.



In collaboration with Into the Wild and 
with the kind sponsorship of Eng. Ibrahim 
Al Jaidah, CEO of Qatar based architect 
consultants Arab Engineering Bureau, a 
group of VCUQatar students from various 
department majors set out on a trip led 
by the Interior Design Department to 
build a teacher’s house for a school in 
a village high up in the mountainous 
and northernmost areas of Chiang Mai, 
Thailand. This is third visit to the same 
village by the Interior Design Department.  
The Department conducted the trip with 
service learning facilitators Into the Wild, 
building up much needed construction 
work for the school.  School. On previous 
trips, the VCUQatar students had helped 
built the extensive school fence wall, 
and when it was known that the
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Doha Fire Station is a historical landmark 
in Qatar and soon will become an artists’ 
hub supporting the local art community 
in Qatar through various programs 
and exchanges organized by the Qatar 
Museums. VCUQatar interior design 
students were invited by Qatar Museums 
to participate in the creative process of 
transforming the space. The students 
worked teams in collaboration with a team 
led by Jean Paul Engelen, the Director 
of Public Art from Qatar Museums, and 
presented the final project using advanced 
immersive projection. The presentation 
was well received by Qatar Museums Public 
Art team. It was the first student project 
using immersive projection at VCUQatar

Use of Immersive Projection in 
Conjunction with Qatar Museum 
Authority for the Design of a Hub 
Supporting the Local Art Community

The Interior Design Department at 
VCUQatar Facilitates the Building of 
a Teacher’s House in Thailand. 

school urgently needed accommodation 
for a teacher on the school grounds, the 
Interior Department saw an opportunity 
to provide a valuable learning experience 
for their own students as well as the young 
students of Muen Phem School.

DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES 
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Reaching out to the community and 
involving design firms, the senior students 
were able to work in a close collaboration 
with Albaker Architects who were very 
keen to interact with our seniors students 
as both clients and collaborator. The 
vehicle for this unique collaboration took 
the form of a spa space integrated into a 
live (DohAlive) current hotel project in 
Qatar. Each student worked closely with 
the Albaker team through regular meetings 
and presentations to develop a unique spa 
identity and were encouraged to develop 
an innovative programmatic structure to be 
incorporated into their design process.

Partnering with Albaker Architects to 
Examine and Explore the Design of 
Future Spas in a Search for New 
Identity and Innovation College wide, cross all our departments 

(Interior Design, Graphic Design, Fashion 
Design, Painting and Printmaking, Art 
History , and Master of Fine Art) we were 
delighted to host the Doha community to 
experience a variety of activities including 
but not limited to: worshops, exhibitions, 
demonstrations, admission counseling, 
activities for kids and families, and 
campus tours. 

Zwara: Open House 
at VCUQatar

Senior thesis project by Natasha Lasrati in 
collaboration with Albaker Architects , spring 2014



In a unique pedagogic experience, students 
from VCUarts and VCUQatar are asked 
to design a mobile exhibition (MobEx) 
showcasing an aspect of Richmond in a 
series of Qatar venues and the Richmond 
students will have the same task for a 
Qatar’ MobEx to be based in Richmond. 
They have been organized into workgroups 
that will utilize Skype to conduct research 
into each other’s culture and record the 
process on Facebook groups before finally 
uploading their individual concepts to 
Facebook for review. This model has the 
students perform dual roles - as designer 
of their own kiosk and client/consultant to 
the projects of the corresponding team in 
Richmond. This is one of the first instances 
of a directly ‘shared studio’ experience, at 
least in our department.

Pedagogic Collaboration: 
VCUarts and VCUQatar
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Paris Design and Architecture Tour

The Interior Design program organized a 
field trip to Paris, France, February 25—
March 4. The fieldtrip included 19 students 
and five faculty. The program included 
visits and tours of architectural landmarks, 
museums, and historic buildings that 
included well-celebrated art, design, and 
architectural references. These included: 
Villa Savoye (LeCorbusier), Le Louvre (I. 
M. Pei), Pompidou Center (Piano & Roger),  
Canal Plus (Richard Meier), Musee du 
Monde Arabe (Jean Nouvel), Guided Tours 
of 16th Arrondissement--Art Nouveau and 
Art Deco, Champs Elysees and Chateau de 
Versaille, Eifel Tower, Arc de Triomphe, 
Musee d’Orsey, Musee des Arts Decoratifs, 
and the Bateaux Parisians River Cruise—the  
river cruise was a great way to see many of 
Paris’ famous landmarks and sights. 

The objective of the fieldtrip was to help 
the students to gain a more cosmopolitan 
international perspective of art, 
architecture and design, to cope with 
ambiguous design information, and above 
all to think more creatively and to see more 
than one perspective for a specific
 design perspective.

Work by Mark Bermejo from the pedagogic 
collaboration between VCUarts and VCUQatar

Interior Design faculty and students’ visit of Villa Savoye 
(LeCorbusier 1929) and visit of Paris 16th arrondissement 
-Essence Art Nouveau and Art Deco



The recently instituted Arab Engineering 
Bureau Award for Creative Achievement 
and Potential was presented interior design 
junior Noha Olivia Fahmy. The award 
aim to help the junior students recognize 
their true potential, create leadership and 
encourage them to continue developing 
their skills through their senior year.
Congratulations to Amani and Noha for 
your wonderful accomplishments and my 
heartfelt salutation and appreciation to 
CEO and Chief Architect Ibrahim M. Jaidah 
for your continuous support program 
VCUQ interior design program.

Congratulations to Amani Abbarah who was 
also nominated for the 2014 President’s Award; 
15 students were selected from a pool of 549 
graduating seniors. A special award ceremony 
was held by Dr. Abdulla Al-Thani; President of 
Hamad bin Khalifa University. The President 
Award is awarded to graduating seniors who 
have exhibited consistent achievement in: 
academic excellence, creativity, motivation, 
research and/or creative activities, campus 
service, community service, international 
experience, experiential learning, and 
leadership. Once again, we know it has been a 
long journey and you definitely deserve the 
present distinction.

Amani Abbarah was recognized as the 2014 
recipient of the Arab Engineering Bureau 
Award for Design Excellence.  This award 
was instituted eight years ago by AEB’s 
CEO and Cheif Architect, Mr. Ibrahim 
M. Jaidah. The Arab Engineering Bureau 
Award for Excellence in Interior Design 
is awarded to graduating seniors who 
have exhibited consistent achievement 
in: professionalism, leadership, the ability 
to exert a positive influence on students, 
work ethic, conceptual ability, realization, 
innovation and presentation. 

Excellence in Interior Design Award: 
Arab Engineering Bureau

Creative Achievement and Potential 
Award: Arab Engineering Bureau 

President’s Award: Hamad 
Bin Khalifa University 

VCUQatar Dean Allyson Vanstone and AEB CEO Ibrahim 
M. Jaidah with Graphic Design Department Chair Muneera 
Spence and Interior Design Department Chair Mohamed C. 
Amor at the signing ceremony of the newly instituted Arab 
Engineering Bureau Awards for Creative Achievement 
and Potential.

AEB’s CEO and Chief Architect Ibrahim M. Jaidah presenting 
the Arab Engineering Bureau Award for Creative Achievement 
and Potential to Interior Design Junior Noha Fahmy in the 
presence of VCUQatar Dean Allyson Vanstone and other 
faculty, staff, and students.

5

Amani Abbarah was nominated for the 2014 President’s Award

STUDENT DISTINCTION/AWARDS
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On behalf of my colleagues in the 
interior design program and VCUQatar’s 
different constituencies, I wish you a very 
prosperous professional life, filled with 
excellence and distinction!

Class 2014 Commencement: 
Graduation Photo

FACULTY HIGHLIGHTS

Fahad Al-Kuwari was the interior design 
program 2013-2014 class marshal. The 
Class Marshal leads his/her classmates in 
the commencement ceremony and wears 
a special sash. This is an opportunity 
to honor a student who has provided 
outstanding service to the department. 
Fahad was well-esteemed by his professors 
and student colleagues likewise, 
congratulations Fahad!

2014 Commencement: Class 
Marshal Distinction

Dr. Cherif Amor was the recipient of the 
3rd place, in the recent Qatar Foundation 
Annual Research Conference (ARC 2013) 
for his project entitled ‘Architecture, 
Interior Design and Neuro-imaging: An 
Evidence Based Approach’. The conference, 
which was held on 24 and 25 November, 
received over 1000 research applications 
this year, of which 500 were short-listed for 
presentation at the conference under the 
four categories.

Dr. Cherif Amor: Recipient of 
the 2013 QF Annual Research 
Conference Award

From Top Left: Dr. Kevin Wolley, Liam Colquhoun, Dr. Cherif 
Amor, Dr. Johan Granberg, Metthew Holmes-Dallimore, 
Maysaa Al Mumin, Fahad Al Kuwari, Ghadeer Abunada, Sara Al 
Kuwari, Fatima Taleb A I Al-Hail, 

Alia Zimsia Nazer, Khouloud A. Al-Emadi, Natasha L. Bahri, 
Noora A. Al-Sulaiti Wdyaan H. Al-Malki, Li Han, Samira Abbas, 
Rawan W. Abou-Zant, Amna J. Al-Mannai, Fatema N. Islam, 
Amani Abbarah, Maja Kinnemark



A collaborative endeavor that brought 
together four designers, Della Reams, 
Dr. Johan Granberg, Jeanine Hill 
Rasmussen, and Rana Rwaished, this 
exhibition explores ideas behind dining 
with design-based installations, built by 
local craftspeople. Based on the scene of a 
dinner for four, every element of the space 
becomes a consciously developed actor that 
interacts with the other, allowing visitors to 
explore the highly constructed ritual of the 
seated meal. The exhibition was on display 
between January 28 and March 8.

Dr. Johan Granberg Katara Exhibition 
‘Dressing Up, Going Out, Eating In’
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The Interior Design Florence Program offers on-site 
workshops in various media; here students sit on the 
perimeter walls of the medieval town of Lucca, during a 
watercolor workshop

VCUarts Department of Interior Design, 
for the third straight year, led students on 
an inter-disciplinary Education Abroad 
program based in Florence, Italy. The 
six-credit, four-week program housed 
students in shared apartments scattered 
throughout the city center. Two concurrent 
classes—Florence Fieldwork Studio, and 
Italian Design—challenged students in a 
variety of settings to document, interpret, 
and analyze Florence’s legendary urban 
fabric via intensive on-site drawing. Daily 
exercises, regular critiques, lectures, 
discussion, and demonstrations by faculty 
from the departments of Interior Design, 
Graphic Design, and Fashion Design 
& Merchandising guided creation of a 
comprehensive sketchbook—a record of 
observations, realizations, and experiments 
in various media.

Interdisciplinary Study Abroad 
Program: Florence, Italy

NEWS OF VCUARTS DEPARTMENT 
OF INTERIOR DESIGN

Dr. Kevin Woolley has successfully 
defended his dissertation titled ‘Exploring 
Heuristic Approaches to Project Learning: 
A Case Study on Students Experiencing 
the Design Process’ from New Mexico 
State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico. 
His research explores the convergence 
of traditional studio pedagogies with 
innovative, heuristic design approaches.

The environmental Design Research 
Association, EDRA Communication 
Committee selected Cherif as the EDRAite 
of the Month. This subsumes Cherif ’s being 
featured in all EDRA social media platform. 
For more information on this distinction, 
visit:
•  Facebook page: https://www.facebook.
com/edra.org 
•  Twitter: https://twitter.com/edratweets
•  LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/
groups/Environmental-Design-Research-
         Association-90721?home=&trk=anet_
ug_hm&gid=90721

Dr. Kevin Woolley: Successful 
Dissertation Defense

Dr. Cherif Amor EDRAite of the Month 



Interior Design student Meredith Argenzio 
(BFA 2015) collaborated with architect 
and artist Alex Schweder on an ambulant 
installation called, “The Hotel Rehearsal.” 
A mobile, elevated hotel room affixed to 
the top of a van, the installation traveled 
in December 2013 to participate in the 
international arts festival Art Basel Miami, 
with support from the Pollak Society and 
VCUarts Department of Interior Design.

VCUArts Interior Design Student 
Meredith Argenzio Captured 
Media Attention

Virginia Commonwealth University 
School of the Arts in Qatar
Al Luqta Street
Education City
Doha, Qatar

Phone:
00 974 44020555
Interior Design Department
Contact:
00 974 44020643

E-mail:
Imee Acosta: icacosta@vcu.edu 
Cherif Amor: mcamor@vcu.edu
Website:
www.qatar.vcu.edu/interiordesign
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The second guest-run workshop—MobJob2—invited both 
Mitzi Lee from VCU and merchants operating within a 
multi-block downtown zone, to brainstorm with students 
and imagine possibilities for improving and enhancing the 
urban environment.

The Hotel Rehearsal: A mobile, elevated hotel room affixed 
to the top of a van, the installation traveled in December 
2013 to participate in the international arts festival Art 
Basel Miami, with support from the Pollack Society and 
VCUarts Department of Interior Design

Students on the Richmond campus, for 
the second-straight year, competed to 
participate in the Middle of Broad Studio 
(MoB). MoB is a partnership of three 
design departments: Graphic Design, 
Fashion Design, and Interior Design. MoB 
operates in conjunction with Storefront for 
Community Design in Richmond. These 
departments operate an experimental 
design lab that realizes the potential of 
design to shape the City. Students work 
with professional design mentors, faculty, 
and citizens in the studio to solve design 
problems ranging from dog park shelters, 
to cancer treatment garments, clinics 
and nutrition programs. Together they 
design the city from a bike rack to our 
neighborhoods, from Barton Heights, 
Carver and Church Hill to the River.

Middle of Broad Studio 
MoB Competition



what we dID:

Cherif Amor, PhD, EDRA, IDEC, & IIDA
Chair, Interior Design Department
Virginia Commonwealth University 
Qatar Chair, Environmental Design 
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Qatar is becoming one of the world’s most dynamic and 
fastest growing economies, almost tripling in size from 
2005. It is the wealthiest nation per capita GDP, and 
plans to rapidly develop the country’s economy and 
infrastructure. Following the successful bid for the 2022 
World Cup, Qatar has implemented a National Vision, 
aimed at strengthening its position as a world leading 
economy by 2030. 
 As further underscored in the QNV 2030, Qatar is 
at a crossroads. The country’s abundant wealth creates 
previously undreamt of opportunities and formidable 
challenges. Among the challenges, the preservation of 
cultural traditions takes center stage. This is a condition 
that confronts many societies in a rapidly globalizing 
and increasingly interconnected world. Then, the 
biggest question for us, in academia in general, and 
in the interior design department specifically, is what 
are the strategies and methodologies to be adopted 
to ensure such balanced growth—connecting and 
balancing the old and the new.

Chair’s Message
Dear Alumni and Professional Associates,



Graduating class of 2015

While there is no prompt answer to the present 
question, the interior design program is taking small 
strides to facilitate the preparation of future designers 
to address the present challenges.  Our first strategy was 
to successfully establish an advisory board that includes 
12 representatives, including architecture and interior 
architecture design firms, art institutions, governmental 
organizations, and alumni. The purpose of the advisory 
board is to bridge the gap between industry and 
academic practices, but above all it is to acquaint faculty 
and students with local cultural influences. Our second 
strategy is to ensure that our students are getting 
appropriate pedagogic tools to address today’s needs 
and tomorrow’s emerging trends. For this objective, as 
we are the sole CIDA accredited program outside the 
U.S, we derive our strategy from the Council for Interior 
Design Accreditation guidelines and overall literature. 
 In its recent study, Environmental Scan Study, 
2015, CIDA identified areas of skill and knowledge that 

designers will need in the future to successfully practice 
the profession of interior design. The study findings 
underscored the following themes that will be a driving 
force for the future of the interior design disciplines: 
smart buildings, sustainable construction, integrated 
project delivery (IPD) and BIM, 3D modeling and printing, 
integration of nature—biophilic environments, privacy 
and security, inclusive design—special needs, megatall 
buildings, and changing environments. 
 Building on the recently established advisory 
board council and the CIDA environmental study 
scan findings, relative to the future of the discipline, 
I am delighted about our ambitious and expanding 
prospects and I look forward to partner with you for a 
future full of success and excellence.

Best regards,
Dr. Amor



Above: Noha Fahmy showing her work in the 
BFA show. Below: Meriem Aiona showing her 
work to Joe Siepel, Dean of the School of the 
Arts, and Barry L. Falk, Dean of the Honors 

College Richmond. 

Work by graduating senior Najd Al-Mesned

Senior Showcase 2015

DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES 

The Interior Design Senior Showcase is the exhibition 
of our students’ four years design innovation and 
excellence. The event took place the first week of 
May and attracted the attention of HBKU institutions, 
local community, media, and Virginia Commonwealth 
University dignitaries. The event was held in conjunction 
with the VCUQatar BFA & MFA Exhibition, a celebration 
of the creative achievements of VCU-Q graduating 
students in the fields of graphic, fashion & interior 
design, painting & printmaking, and design studies. 



Meeting with the Advisory Board. Above: Hamouda Youssef, 
Qatar Green Building Counsil. Below: Dr. Cherif Amor, 
Allysson Vanstone Dean of VCUQ, Paolo Cassina, Managing 
Director Poltrona Frau and Cassina, Jason Brian Horton, 

Interior Design Manager  ASTAD Project Management

Students interacting with visitors during Zwara Open House

We are so delighted for the establishment the IDES 
program Advisory Board! The establishment of the 
board is so critical for the accomplishment of many of 
the IDES  activities. The purpose of the advisory board is 
to support the program pedagogically and to support 
outreach activities. For instance, this board is already 
providing hands-on projects, serving as guest critiques, 
guest lectures (expertize on local codes and emerging 
industry trends), and facilitating outreach needs. The 
board will meet three times a year with the department 
chair and ID faculty. The board is constituted of 4 
international design firms, 4 local design firms (mostly 
IDES alumni) and 4 local institutions that are dealing 
with art, design, and architecture, including but not 
limited to Ashghal-Public Work Authority, QF-Capital 
Projects, etc. The board operates under well-established 
by-laws. In our first meeting that was held January 29, 
2015 the board elected our first advisory board officers 
to include Mr. Yusif Albaker—Chair, Mayes Al-Thani—
Vice Chair, and Modesty St. John-Scribe; thank you all 
for assuming these responsibilities.

Establishment of the IDES Advisory Board

On an annual basis, Virginia Commonwealth University-
Qatar opens its doors to the community, including but not 
limited to prospective students, industry representatives, 
art/design associates, and other stakeholders. This year’s 
event, titled Zwara,  was held Saturday, November 1st and 
attracted a large number of visitors. Zwara is designed 
to expose the community to diverse art and design 
activities, exhibitions, workshops, presentations and 
tours. The Interior Design department display highlighted 
creativity, technology, and innovation. The student-led 
exhibition was a great success. The sophomore students 
hosted the ‘Ideate’ experience: an interactive ‘What if 
Wall’, The junior students hosted the ‘Create’ experience: 
‘Design craft’, a real life version of Minecraft. Finally, the 
senior students represented a ‘Communicate’ experience 
with a Show-and-tell of their work.

Zwara Event - Open House



One of the workshops called “Tokyo Maker” was a 
collaboration with designers in Japan. Design compositions 
were made in one country and 3D printed in the other 

country. 

In another workshop students were 
building a bamboo-bike

This year’s Tasmeem Doha Biennial international 
conference focused on the theme of “playfulness” as 
expressed by the Arabizi word 3ajeeb! (ahh-jhee-b) 
meaning “strange in a strange way, cool in a cool way, 
and slightly weird in a slightly weird way”.
Besides a plethora of art and design activities, the 
Tasmeem event included workshops and Tasmeem in the 
classroom activities. The event featured 25 workshops 
led by multidisciplinary artists, designers, architects, 
performers, and musicians. The Tasmeem in the 
classroom event brought together students and faculty 
at VCU, Richmond and Doha, to explore the theme of 
3ajeeb! creating a variety  of art/design compositions 
that innovatively addressed the conference theme. 

The Interior Design program was involved in the 
workshops as well as the Tasmeem in the classroom 
through projects such as “3ajeeb! as a Retail Concept” and 
“Gamification of Pedagogy in Art and Design”.  The first 
project 3ajeeb! as a Retail Concept was a collaborative, 
multidisciplinary approach, bringing together Interior 
Design and Graphic Design disciplines, aimed to better 
reflect the atmosphere and team dynamics commonly 
found in contemporary design studios and to foster 
a better understanding and appreciation of related 
design disciplines. The second project, The Gamification 
of Pedagogy, aimed at blending gamification pedagogy 
with industry partnership to enhance competitiveness 
and innovation.  For more details and illustration of 
these activities, see http://www.tasmeemdoha.com/
intheclassroom

Tasmeem 2015: It is 3ajeeb!



Educational discussion at Light Middle East, Dubai

Twelve of our Interior Design Junior students attended 
the 2014 Light Middle East Exhibition/Conference 
that was held in Dubai, November 4-6. Light Middle 
East 2014 featured 325 exhibitors showcasing a huge 
range of international brands. The three-day event 
offered a comprehensive interactive platform for 
manufacturers, architects, designers, consultants, 
engineers, construction companies, hospitality industry 
professionals, government officials and more. Students 
expanded their knowledge of emerging trends in 
lighting design. Other benefits included seeing the 
latest products in light fixtures, illumination sources, 
security systems, and communication electronics. 
Students were able to speak with exhibitors & lighting 
experts which provided networking opportunities for 
future professional endeavors. The exhibition was well 
visited by students, educators, industry representatives, 
and other stakeholders.

Light Middle East Conference

Interiors Qatar Exhibition in partnership with the IDES 
program developed a student design competition that 
attracted the lighting and color class and the furniture 
class. This competition stipulated that the recipients 
of the awards will have their design products—light 
fixtures and outdoor sitting—prototyped by well-
established manufacturers. The competition guidelines 
underscored the necessity to address 1) appropriateness 
and context, 2) creativity and innovation, and 3) 
aesthetics and presentation. The judging required a 
two-step evaluation process; the first step included 
VCU-Q program chairs/associates to rank the best three 
design compositions, and the second step included IQ 
exhibition designers/associates to finalize the ranking. 
Our award winning students included Mark Bermejo, 
Theekshani Perera, and Asma Alnaimi for the Light 
Fixture Design; and Sara Khider, Dhika Khaira, and 
Yasmeen Khan for the Bench Design. The IQ Exhibition 
organizers are in the process to assign manufacturers to 
prototype the winning student designs.

Partnership with Interiors Qatar 
Exhibition: Student Design Competition

Light fixture design by Teekshani Perera



Work by the awarded junior student Mark Bermeijo

Noha Fahmy receives the HBKU award from Dr. 
Ahmad M. Hasnah, President of Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University, and Dr Khalid al-Khanji, vice-president 

of Student Affairs

This is the second year since  this award has been 
initiated. This year’s recipient of the Arab Engineering 
Bureau Award for Creative Achievement and Potential 
is junior student Mark Bermejo. The AEB award aims 
to help junior students recognize their true potential, 
create leadership and encourage them to continue 
developing their skills through their senior year. 
Congratulations to Noha and Mark for your wonderful 
accomplishments. At this juncture, it is important to 
acknowledge our sincere salutations and appreciations 
to CEO and Chief Architect Ibrahim M. Jaidah for his 
continuous and generous support for the interior 
design program.

STUDENT DISTINCTION/AWARDS

HBKU President Award: Noha Fahmy Awardee!
The President’s Award is created to recognize the 
achievement and excellence of graduating Education 
City students. Beyond recognizing the academic 
achievements  of students, the award aims to 
acknowledge students who worked to make a difference 
on campus and those who made a deep commitment 
to improve their surroundings. The award is given to 
students who combined academic excellence with 
other achievements in areas like, but not limited to, 
student leadership, community service, arts, career 
achievements, and research.
Among 19 distinguished seniors from HBKU/Education 
City institutions, Noha Fahmy, IDES Senior, was one of 
the recipients of the award. Since the establishment of 
VCU-Q, this is the second time the college is awarded 
the HBKU President Award. This is a wonderful indicator 
of VCU-Q academic excellence! Congratulations to Noha 
for the present exceptional distinction!

HBKU President Award: 
Noha Fahmy Awardee!

Creative Achievement and Potential 
Award: Arab Engineering Bureau



Dr. Cherif Amor, Noha Olivia Fahmy, Mr. 
Ibrahim M. Jaidah, and Mark Bermejo

I am pleased to share that IDES sophomore Jessica 
Hammam was the recipient of the Early Researcher 
Award at the World Association for Public Opinion 
Research (WAPOR) conference along with Mohana 
Rajajumar—author,  and Tanya Kane—co-author. The 
paper “Great Expectations: Women, Education and 
Marriage in Qatar”  outlined how the current generation 
of Qatari females, many of whom are attending university 
and preparing for professional fields, are still expected 
to fulfill traditional gender roles as wives and mothers, 
and within the same timeframe as their own mothers or 
grandmothers. 

Noha Olivia Fahmy is the IDES recipient of the AEB 
Award for Design Excellence.
This award was instituted nine years ago by AEB’s CEO 
and Chief Architect, Mr. Ibrahim M. Jaidah. The Arab 
Engineering Bureau Award for Excellence in Interior 
Design is awarded to graduating seniors who have 
exhibited consistent achievement in: professionalism, 
leadership, the ability to exert a positive influence on 
students, work ethic, conceptual ability, realization, 
innovation and presentation. This distinction takes a 
huge commitment, love, and admiration of the art and 
design as well as a sustained pattern of excellence, Noha 
deserves it, Kudos!

Farah Zamri is the interior design program 2014-
2015 class marshal. The Class Marshal leads his/her 
classmates in the commencement ceremony and wears 
a special sash. This is an opportunity to honor a student 
who has provided outstanding service to the department. 
Farah was well-esteemed by her professors and student 
colleagues likewise, congratulations Farah!

Excellence in Interior Design Award: 
Arab Engineering Bureau

Early Researcher Award: 
Congratulations to Jessica Hammam

Class Marshal: Congratulations Farah Zamri

Class Marhal 2015: Farah Zamri

Mohana Rajakumar, Jessica Hamman, Tanya Kane, 
Dr. Darwish Al Emadi, Associate Vice President of 

Research Operations at Qatar University



Wall Coverall installation, made of walnut, mdf, felt, 
and rare earth magnets. The full size prototype will be 

exhibited at the VCUarts Depot Gallery.

Students and researchers from across the country 
collaborated during the 2015 Emerging Creatives 

Student Summit held in Richmond.

Students in IDES 201, taught by Associate Professor Rab 
McClure, successfully competed in the Tasmeem in the 
Classroom competition. Their full size prototype, titled 
Wall Coverall, will be exhibited in the VCUarts Depot 
Gallery in Richmond, and a stop action film of their 
project will be simultaneously exhibited in Doha.
Students developed proposals for transforming a banal 
everyday wall into something more dynamic, colorful, 
engaging, and 3ajeeb! Building on exercises from earlier 
in the semester that began with potato stamp patterns and 
evolved into three dimensional scale models of modular 
building components, students explored ways in which 
simply conceived, thoughtfully executed modular 

NEWS FROM HOME CAMPUS

Katie Larose, a Senior Interior Design major, was one of 
two students selected to represent VCUarts at the 2015 
Alliance for the Arts in Research Universities (a2ru) 
Emerging Creatives Student Summit. The summit, titled 
PULSE, brought together students and researchers from 
across the country for creative and transdisciplinary 
collaboration to shape the city of the future.

panels could serve as a new, 3-D alternative to wallpaper. 
Students began by developing individual proposals, 
and then formed two- or three-person teams based on 
complementary or compatible interests. From there 
students worked alongside the instructor to fabricate a 
full size prototype of one selected scheme. The full size 
prototype invites users to play: removing, repositioning, 
reorienting, reorganizing, and reconfiguring individual 
panels to form a constantly changing and dynamic 
wall surface. A stop action film documents the finished 
result, and the prototype itself provides a playfully cool, 
strange, slightly weird exhibit.

VCU Richmond: Tasmeem in the classroom

2015 Alliance for the Arts 
in Research Universities 



The balconies of the Pollak building on OPEN NITE

Poster advertising Alumni Spotlight lecture 
by Michelle Mikita and Melinda Harvey.

Virginia Commonwealth University 
School of the Arts in Qatar
Al Luqta Street
Education City
Doha, Qatar

Phone:
00 974 44020555
Interior Design Department
Contact:
00 974 44020643

E-mail:
Imee Acosta: icacosta@vcu.edu 
Cherif Amor: mcamor@vcu.edu
Website:
www.qatar.vcu.edu/interiordesign

Free and open to the public, Open Nite is an annual 
collaborative event involving VCUarts Fashion, Graphic 
Design, and Interior Design. Visitors are invited to tour 
design studios, mingle with students and faculty, look 
at student work, visit the new Green Roof, and this past 
year, listen to live music by The Low Branches.

Open Nite

Organized by Interim Chair and Associate Professor 
Christiana Lafazani, the Department of Interior Design 
offered a series of lectures and presentations last fall, 
showcasing the many exciting things VCUarts Interior 
Design alumni are doing professionally. Presenters 
included Andy Lehman, Liz Reineberg, Therese Lange, 
and Erin Richardson of BCWH Architects; plus Michelle 
Mikita, and Melinda Harvey of SMBW Architects.

VCU ID Alumni Spotlight
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A couple of months ago, I attended the Interior Design 
Educators Council conference in Portland, Oregon, 
that concluded with a very effervescent Council 
for Interior Design Accreditation (CIDA) workshop. 
The purpose of the workshop was to address the 
newly established professional standards (CIDA 2017 
Professional Standards) that will be effective beginning 
in the spring of 2017.  Prior to this, I had attended 
numerous CIDA workshops, however this one stood 
out. My excitement was driven by the fact that the 
majority of the underscored themes, in the 2017 CIDA 
Professional Standards, revolved around diversity, 
innovation, sustainability, and collaboration, in addition 
to evidence based design, design processes, and design 
complexity—themes that we have amply addressed in 
our department’s newly developed curriculum map and 

Chair’s Message

Dear Alumni and Professional Associates,



vision statement. 
Three semesters ago, we engaged a series of discussions 
that started with a macro-scale overview of the 
curriculum mapping taking into account projects size, 
scope, and complexity, culminating in the emphasis 
on using evidence-based design, design processes, and 
complexity. At the micro-level, we convened sessions 
to establish a new department vision and an eventual 
mission statement. We used a road map/paradigm that 
suggests that a successful vision statement should have 
seven characteristics: 1) measurable, 2) time frame, 3) 
mental picture, 4) inclusive, 5) niche, 6) multidisciplinary, 
and 7) short. After effervescent discussions, taking into 
account the context, the state of the discipline, interior 
design emerging trends, accreditation requirements, 
and the VCU-Q strategic plan, our efforts culminated in 
a vision statement that reads: “By 2022, the Department 
of Interior Design will be distinguished for quality 
education that promotes diversity, innovation, 
sustainability, and collaboration, catering to the needs 
of a ‘glocal’ society”.

We believe that we have established a vision that indicates 
where the department is headed and what it will look 
like once this vision is achieved. The present vision 
statement is providing us guidance and inspiration in 
undertaking future academic engagements including but 
not limited to accreditation, curriculum projects, design 
competitions, design collaborations, partnerships, and 
outreach. 

Best regards,
Dr. Amor



The Advicory Board met at VCUQatar to discuss 
professional collaborations for the future and how to 

link the ID program with Industry.   

This is a two days interior design conference that was 
held in the Intercontinental Doha, the City, Doha Qatar.  
This venue permitted four ID faculty and 14 interior 
design students—juniors and seniors—to be involved 
and network with presenters, interior design and 
architecture practitioners, and industry representatives. 
Cherif Amor, chair interior design program served as 
the chair of the conference. Themes addressed in the 
conference revolved around Creating Islamic Identity, 
Building Information Modeling, Color, Aesthetics 
and the Built Environment, Neuroscience and 
Design, Enhanced Indoor Air Quality and Addressing 
Importance of Lighting on Creating Vibrant Spaces. 
This was a beneficial experience as it exposed faculty 
and students to research perspectives and industry 
emerging trends, as well as provided a rich platform for 
networking and outreach activities.

Future Interiors Qatar Conference

IDES strategic initiatives (Goal II, Strategy 2) underscore 
the necessity to “Open the curricula to include greater 
options for personal development and enable students to 
choose their own academic paths.” We offered a summer 
elective course taught by one of our newly established 
IDES advisory board members. The purpose was to 
pave the way for alternative learning possibilities, and 
develop better grasp of environmental sustainability 
studies. The course content was designed to prepare the 
students to take the LEED GA Exam, an international 
recognized certification. This was Qatar Building Green 
Council subsidized course. The course training costs 
80,000QR, VCU-Q paid 21,800QR.  13 students attended 
the course and took the LEED GA Exam, 10 out of 13 
successfully passed the exam. Kudos to all juniors and 
seniors who successfully passed the exam!

LEED Course: Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design 

DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES 

IDES Advisory Board - 2nd year of activity

This is the second year of the Advisory Board 
establishment. The Board meets once a semester. Our 
last meeting took place in November 26. The agenda of 
the meeting revolved around several items; but chief 
among them is 1) provision of entry-jobs for non-Qatari 
students, 2) provision of internships, 3) 2D/3D modeling 
software as per industry emerging trends, 4) site visits, 
5) development of guest critique program, 6) finalize the 
bylaws, and 7) review of the newly established vision and 
mission statements.  While these are ongoing tasks, it is 
worthwhile to underscore that the establishment of the 
advisory board had had good impact on the fulfillment 
of the IDES pedagogic requirements, these include: 
the development of the LEED course, partnership with 
PEIA Associati—Italian firm—to support students site 
visits and studio critiques, senior thesis presentation, 
sophomore portfolio review, and junior portfolio review.



Students indicated through the Chair’s Student Advisory 
Council and Senior Exit Interviews the need to establish 
social activities that help bring together students from 
different levels and faculty. At the beginning of the 
semester, we got the chance to organize a student boot 
camp, which was split into two major activities. The 
morning was dedicated to pedagogic activities and the 
development of students-mentor-mentee program. This 
consisted on pairing a senior student with a junior and 
a sophomore student. The purpose was to help and 
support students through their transition from one 
level to another. As such students at any level will now 
have three levels of mentorship/advising: 1) student-

Students social activities and 
department team building

student mentorship (help with different courses/project/
professors), 2) student-faculty mentorship (support 
overall individual design inclinations), and 3) student-
director of advising and career advising (support 
curriculum sequence compliance).

The afternoon session took us to Al-Shakab Equestrian 
Park whereby students from all levels enjoyed and get-
together social event that was built on a wonderful team 
building exercise that was led by the Al-Shakab’s staff. 
This included stable management, riding lesson, horse 
behavior, and shoeing.  For further details, see attached 
documents.

Students and faculty spent the 
afternoon at Al-Shakab horse stables. 



Concept by senior student Teekshani Perera

The Senior class, lead by Dr. Granberg and Dr. Kevin, meets with the Swedish Embassador

The senior fall course was able to secure a 
distinguished client, Ewa Polano, Swedish Ambassador 
to Qatar to design “House of Sweden” an annex to the 
embassy cultural complex. Senior students amply 
benefitted from the present experience. Students 
benefitted from a Self-Guided Independent learning 
process to solve design problems relative to cultural 
and governmental application; thereby developing 
skills to solve complex problems that stimulate critical 
thinking. This project received high acclaim from the 
Embassy of Sweden and the Swedish Institute. The 
Swedish Ambassador to Qatar, Ewa Polano, met with 
the senior students at the beginning of the project, 
attended their presentations, and further wishes to 
organize a public exhibition both in Doha and Sweden. 
Out of distinction, this real-life project secured an 
exhibition at the Hamad Ben Khalifa University 
Student Center. Professors Johan Granberg  and Kevin 
Woolley spearheaded the present initiative, kudos to 
you and all the seniors!

STUDENT DISTINCTION/AWARDS

House of Sweden: Collaboration with 
the Swedish Embassy in Qatar



Work by team 3: Ghada Shehab, Jessica Hammam, Haya AbdulMajeed, Nada Al-Kharashi

The Junior class, lead by professors Liam Coulcohoun and Matthew Holmes-
Dallimore, met with Simon Parkinson from Brand Union

The fall junior course benefitted from a wonderful 
industry partnership to address a retail application 
with emphasis on branding and identity. The class 
worked on developing a retail concept for Al Mutlaq, a 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia home furnishings brand. As a 
“live” project Brand Union were able to supply the class 
with the materials that they had developed so far which 
proved to be ideal for the class allowing them sufficient 
creative freedom, yet measured and cautious freedom! 
Majdoleen, Director at Brand Union in Dubai and her 
colleague Simon Parkinson introduced the project 

Collaboration with Brand Union

via Skype from Dubai. Majdoleen’s colleague, Simon 
Parkinson flew to Doha at Brand Union’s expense, to 
attend the final presentations and offered excellent 
and insightful feedback. These, to some extent “real 
world projects” provide the students with unparalleled 
experience as they address the programmatic project 
data from a pragmatic and realistic perspective. Bravo 
professors Liam Colquhoun and Matthew H. Dallimore 
and your junior students!



During the 2015 Fall Semester, Cherif Amor was honored/
awarded by the Qatar Green Building Conference 
(QGBC)  and the Forum for Interior Design—Mesheireb 
Enhancement Center (FID/MEC). The QGBC honor 
was for moderating sessions and presenting research 
findings relative to sustainability principles in academia. 
The FID recognition was relative to the support of the 
establishment of the forum and for research presentation 
on neuroscience and design.

Dr. Cherif Amor Honored/Awarded

Dr. Cherif Amor receives recognition by 
the Qatar Green Building Conference

Junior students Chalifa and Marika learning about 
light fixtures at Light in the Middle East in Dubai

The junior class attended the 2015 Light Middle East 
Exhibition Conference that was held in Dubai, October 
7-8th.  Light Middle East trade show and conference is 
becoming a leading venue to showcase lighting fixtures 
and sources as well as research conference on emerging 
lighting trends, to include but not limited toThe Middle 
East architectural, interior, theatrical, and Retail Lighting 
Solutions. Leading lighting manufacturers, system 
solution providers, and suppliers converge in Dubai to 
present their new and existing products and services 
to the region’s academic and industry stakeholders, 
including architects, interior designers, landscape 
architects, developers, consultants, and government 
officials. Light Middle East  is the perfect venue for 
students to meet new contacts, source products, and 
discuss new trends and technological developments. 
Out of distinction, the 2015 and 2016 conference and 
organization website featured the Interior Design 
class visit to the tradeshow (http://www.lightme.net/
frankfurt/172/for-exhibitors/welcome.aspx)

Cherif was able to secure two articles in Glam Interiors 
and Design, a newly developed Doha design magazine 
that features latest Doha projects, industry news, design 
and art emerging trends, and academic contributions. 
Cherif’s most recent reflection addresses one of the 
most beautiful structures added to Qatar Foundation 
prestigious architectural edifices—The Qatar Faculty 
for Islamic Studies (QFIS) designed by Mangera Yvars 
Architects.  The project is attracting the attention of art 
and architecture critiques and was crowned with several 
awards since its inception in 2015.  The project includes 
teaching and faculty space, a research center, and the 
Education City campus mosque. While the overall 
structure suggests a conspicuous deconstructivist 
design, the intrinsic design composition finds impetus in 
cultural values and local norms generating an innovative 
design; a breathtaking architecture that deserves that I 
took the intellectual freedom to qualify as the beginning 
of a Post-Deconstructivist architecture. 

Dr. Cherif Amor featured in Glam Interiors

Light Middle East Conference



Students experiencing landscape and architecture  in Iceland 
during the department’s annual field study trip abroad.  

Dr. Johan Granber, Assistant Professor Interior Design  

The Foundation, the monthly magazine of Qatar 
Foundation, issue of September 2015 featured Dr. 
Johan Granberg in the rubric of forward thinkers. 
The foundation monthly magazine addresses 
academic events, research activities, Qatar Foundation 
developments, and local events. Johan spoke to The 
Foundation about the often-overlooked importance of 
design in every aspect of our everyday lives – and how 
the design ideas of today will influence our culture, 
society, and built environment for decades to come. 
The interview addressed Johan’s philosophy toward art 
and design, the issue that design is not merely soliving 
problems, the importance of Art Souk project, and other 
issues. For more, see the foundation magazine website: 
http://www.qf.org.qa/thefoundation-archives?page=2

Every academic year the Department of Interior Design 
organizes one/two international field trips to engage 
students in learning out of the classroom environment, 
enhancing their artistic and design cultural sensitivities. 
This last summer, the program has arranged a trip 
to spend a week in Iceland to experience design 
outside the walls of the classroom, see cultural sites 
around Reykjavik, and visit the best universities and 
design firms in the region. The trip paved the way for 
students to learn more about the diverse Icelandic 
architecture, design market, interior design products, 
and international vendors. The department of interior 
design encourages and facilitates learning outside the 
classroom as research precedents, accreditation bodies, 
and university strategic plans advocate the necessity 
to be engage studetns in study abroad programs and 
international fieldtrips.

Dr. Johan Granberg featured in 
the Foundation Magazine

Iceland Field Study – Principles 
of a Successful Trip



FACULTY SUMMER OF 2015

Assistant Professor Matthew-Holmes 
Dallimore with his wife in San Diego

The Coulquhoun family spent their 
summer in Scotland

Dr. Johan Granber in between 
Sweden and Spain

Assistant Professor Maja 
Kinnemark with her husband on 

an island in the Baltic sea

Dr. Amor with his family in Istanbul Dr. Kevin Wolley and his 
family hiking in the U.S 

Assistant Professor Li Han with her husband in China



Richmond Department of Interior Design Assistant 
Professor Roberto Ventura, 2015 recipient of the VCUarts 

Faculty Award for Distinguished Achievement in Teaching

The Richmond Department of Interior Design 
welcomed a new full time faculty member at the start 
of the academic year, Assistant Professor Emily Smith.
Emily’s belief that a language of materials influences 
individual and community empowerment has led her to 
pursue the creation of knowledge-sharing opportunities. 
This interest is seen in her blend of professional practice, 
volunteer practice, and teaching. After receiving her 
MFA in Interior Environments from VCU in 2012, she 
worked as a designer at 3north, while also teaching 
studio courses for the department. During the summer 
of 2015, Emily formally joined the department as a full-
time assistant professor. Emily also works with the James 
River Green Building Council to develop national design 
competitions focused on specific sites in Richmond 
facing unique, and also universal, challenges.

NEWS FROM HOME CAMPUS

New faculty Emely Smith, LEED AP, NCIDQ

The Richmond Department of Interior Design welcomes 
Assistant Professor Emily Smith to the faculty.

Richmond MFA candidate Jessie Walton won Best 
Poster Presentation for her thesis “Design Thinking: 
Providing Opportunities for Underserved Communities 
with Design Thinking.” Walton’s research documents 
underrepresented populations in design, particularly 
interior design. Her design thesis proposes a center 
where design thinking can be taught to middle school 
and high school students. In addition to bolstering 
academic performance with arts education, her project 
posits that introducing more diverse populations to 
the design profession will, over the long term, address 
imbalances that exist within it.

Assistant Professor Roberto Ventura won the Member’s 
Choice Award for “Let’s Build a Cathedral Together: 
Improv, Collaboration, and the Design Process.” In his 
paper Ventura explores lessons from improvisational 
performance and the benefits it offers designers and the 
design process. Design is a collaborative pursuit. As a 
result, improvisational performers—masters of creative 
collaboration—are able to share a host of techniques for 
improving how we work with others. Professor Ventura’s 
research describes techniques and process activities 
implemented by him during the Fall 2014 semester in 
the IDES 400 Senior Studio, when students designed 
a new performance space for the Coalition Theater, a 
Richmond-based improve company.

Jessie Walton and Roberto Ventura awarded 
at 2016 Interior Design Educators Council 
Annual Conference in Portland, Oregon
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mOb Studio (Middle of Broad) hosted a First Friday 
opening in November titled General Demotion? General 
Devotion? The event kicked off with a panel discussion 
led by Bill Martin of the Valentine about the past, 
present and future of Richmond’s Monument Avenue. 
The studio was filled to capacity and lively, passionate 
discussion ensued. On the walls were student posters 
showing operations on the Robert E. Lee monument and 
a display of monuments created by students at Thomas 
Jefferson High School.

Following a year of high profile racial incidents across 
the U.S., many U.S. cities have begun to question the 
impact of civil war monuments on racial relations in 
their communities. For a week in October 2015, the 
students in the mOb studio created prosthetic devices for 
the Robert E. Lee monument, hoping to change, enrich 
or question the experience of the Lee monument. The 

week-long activities included a visit by leading African 
American architect Burchell Pinnock of Baskervill and a 
panel discussion about the history, black experience and 
continuing interpretation of the civil war monuments.

Speakers made the historical monuments more relevant 
by discussing the breadth of slavery (slavery was second 
to sugar cane as an economic engine in the early 19 
century) and framing slavery in terms of current issues of 
human trafficking. The mOb studio and its community 
partner, Storefront for Community Design generated a 
healthy buzz that continues to reverberate in the City of 
Richmond.

Architectural historian Sarah Driggs wrote in the 
nomination of the Lee Monument to the National 
Register that the six pedestals at the base of the 
monument were intended for additional statuary that 
was not designed or included at the time of the original 
installation. This proposal includes six eternal flames 
of vigilance, mounted on these pedestals, which will 
float and illuminate hot-air lanterns surrounding the 
monument, masking the controversial figure of Lee. 
These lanterns of memory and forgetting will stay in 
place until the citizenry of Richmond reaches consensus 
on a new monument that reflects our shared values. 
With the installation of the new monument, the state 
will relocate the Lee Monument to the new American 
Civil War Center at Tredegar.

The mObstudio unleashes the power 
of design to generate constructive 
community dialogue 

The Richmond Department of Interior Design received 
full accreditation from the Council of Interior Design 
Accreditation (CIDA) for both its Bachelor of Fine 
Arts and First Professional Master of Fine Arts degree 
programs, following a review that took place during the 
Spring Semester, 2015.

CIDA Accredited again!
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 As Qatar continues to nurture distinguished 
educative and pedagogic institutions in its state of 
the art facilities that include but are not limited to 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University HBKU, formerly Qatar 
Foundation Education City, our interior design program 
finds a driving force in this effervescent intellectual 
environment that aspires to excellence. This is achieved 
through continuous implementation of processes and 
assessment of outcomes that identify, recognize, and 
reward excellence.
 Our vision statement is our road map to what 
we aspire to become by 2022. We are striving “to be 
distinguished for quality education that promotes 
diversity, innovation, sustainability, and collaboration, 
that caters for the needs of a ‘glocal’ society.” This 
embodies a guidance for our initiatives; inspires our 
endeavors; and provides for a benchmark to track our 
progress toward excellence.
 In compliance with this vision, the interior design 
program devised a program expectation that engage 
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Graduating class of 2017

faculty and students into 1) curriculum innovation, 2) 
collaborative initiatives, 3) design competitions, 4) travel 
study, and 5) alignment with emerging design trends; 
i.e., building information modeling, three dimensional 
printing (3D printing), virtual reality, and evidence-based 
design. 
 Our curriculum innovation was synthesized 
in a unique pedagogic experience that distanced the 
curriculum from the silo-ed teaching (courses taught 
independently) to a meta-studio (collaboration). This 
initiative brought together three courses whereby 
the theoretical precepts learned in one course inform 
the studio projects hence generating a pragmatic and 
conducive learning environment.
 Our collaborative initiatives paved the way for 
students to partner with Qatar Museums and the Swedish 
Embassy, undertaking real-world schematic projects 
that involved dealing with site conditions, clients, and 
programmatic data; a rewarding partnership that 
enlightened students on real-life projects’ complexities.
  Our outreach and engagement activities led to 
interventions such as partnering with the Qatar Tourism 
Authority QTA to showcase students’ work and manned 
their annual PopUp Shops. This contributed toward the 
establishment of the Qatar Shopping Festival. Similarly, 
our outreach activities took us to the Humanitarian Design 
Conference--Greece, whereby IDES faculty and alumni 

intervened to design shelters for Syrian immigrants.                
          Our program paved the way for design competitions 
that engaged our students at the regional and 
international levels.  IDES junior students were the 
recipients of the third place award of the IIDA student 
competition. Likewise, the IDES program was engaged 
into the design of the Annual Research Conference stage 
and the 2017 Qatar Pavilion for the 2017 Art Expo that 
was held in Astana. Both experiences were rewarding 
as the winners of the stage design got involved in the 
production phase, and the winners of the Qatar Pavilion 
competition benefited from an internship in the offices 
of Avantgarde, Berlin.
 Our accomplishments culminated in securing a 
competitive travel grant that took distinguished interior 
design students from the sophomore, junior, and senior 
levels to Prague and Berlin. Students benefited not only 
from attending two major conferences respectively, 
the International Association for Lighting Designers 
IALD, and the World Architecture Forum (WAF), but 
also benefited from study tours that involved classical, 
medieval, renaissance, modern, and postmodern styles. 
These travel study programs helped students gain an 
international perspective of art and design, and above 
all, gave them the ability to think creatively and see more 
than one solution to any specific design problem.

                                                                                      Best regards,

                                                                                      Dr. Amor



Sahar Ansari and Chalifa Anindita standing in front of 
Nada Al-Kharashi’s work in the BFA show

Work by graduating senior Majdulin M. Nasr Allah
Aisha Almohannadi showing her work to Hiathem El-Hammali, Assistant 
Professor at Virginia Commonwealth University-Qatar

VCUQatar BFA & MFA Exhibit ion

D E P A R T M E N T  A C T I V I T I E S

 The VCUQatar BFA & MFA exhibition is a 
celebration of our students’ four years design innovation 
and excellence. The event took place the last week of April 
and attracted the attention of local community, media, 
and Virginia Commonwealth University dignitaries. It is a 
display of the creative achievements of VCU-Q graduating 
students in the fields of graphic, fashion & interior design, 
painting & printmaking, and design studies. This year’s 
graduate projects were geared towards evidence-based 
design EBD paradigms, whereby the project’s line inquiry 
find impetus in real-life problems and applied research. 
For instance, graduates have addresses themes such 
as obesity, neuro-diverse populations, refugees center, 
stress relief center, center for the hearing impaired, 
fitness center and portable gym, and more. 



Meta Studio: Interior design sophomores studying building plans and 
models

Meta Studio: Interior design sophomores working in the FabLab

Meta Studio: Interior design sophomores working in the FabLab

 Since the first half the 20th century that witnessed 
the emergence of the Modern Movement in the arts 
and architecture, architecture and design curricula have 
been geared by the separation of lecture and studio 
courses, generating siloed teaching paradigms. While 
studio courses address a given project (i.e., commercial 
and non-commercial applications), the lecture courses 
(i.e., computer graphics, lighting systems, building 
systems, etc.) are designed to address theoretical and 
technical precepts in a generic manner, without specific 
modules that correlate to studio projects. To address 
the present issue, in a unique and innovative approach, 
we initiated a pedagogic experiment that bridges studio 
and lecture-based courses.  This has been done through 
an incremental approach. The experiment started with 
two courses at the sophomore level, lighting systems 
IDES 323 and computer graphics IDES 312. The outcome 
was remarkable, as the students were involved in a 
design competition that culminated in outstanding 
outcomes. In the spring semester, the experiment was 
further enhanced to include three courses—IDES 201 
(studio course), IDES 321 (materials course) and IDES 
212 (computer graphics I). While the outcome of the 
course is not yet evaluated, nonetheless the preliminary 
project phases, students’ first impressions, and faculty 
collaboration suggest a pedagogic paradigm worth 
further exploration and possible adoption.

Meta Studio Pedagogy: 
IDES 202, 212 & 321

 The interior design program was approached 
by Qatar Museums Authority to develop a schematic 
proposal for the conversion of the existing Belhambar 
Restaurant into a Library Café—a touristic destination 
for local residents and visitors to Qatar. QMA program 
called for a hospitality model that borrow from Barnes 
& Noble book stores USA, the pavilion Dubai—UAE,  
and Minoa Café--Turkey. The location of Balhambar 
restaurant, located half-way along the Corniche, with its 
stunning sea view and its traditional exterior design, has 
become a touristic destination for all visitors to Qatar. 
The venue provides an exquisite experience of the local 
context while enjoying a cup of coffee, a snack, and 
reading. Senior students design outcome was exhibited 

Belhambar Restaurant:  Qatar 
Museum Authori ty

in VCUQatar Orange Hall and reviewed by Maha Al Hajri, 
QMA Director of Engineering for perspective thematic 
adoption.



 

Core Rel ief : 
Humanitar ian Design Conference

Interior design faculty Maja Kinnemark and ID-alumni Teekshani 
Perera participated in an exclusive Humanitarian Design Conference

A one-week exhibition of Swedish House at VCUQatar 

The Swedish ambassador’s visit to VCUQatar.

 For the second consecutive year, the interior 
design program has secured a collaboration with the 
Swedish Embassy in Doha. In an attempt to expand its 
presence in Qatar, the Swedish Ambassador to Qatar’ 
has approached the interior design program to design 
the Swedish House, an annex to the Embassy services. 
The house was to promote Sweden’s economic interests 
and the image of Sweden abroad, facilitate exports and 
imports, and encourage trade with Qatar and its region—
requirements that constitute the project’s program. The 
students’ task was to generate schematic proposals that 
address the relocation of the Embassy and to address 
the indicated programmatic data. This was a semester 
project whereby the Swedish Ambassador introduced 
the students to the Swedish culture and space needs for 
the new development. Subsequently, Embassy associates 
came to school to critique the project’s development. The 
final outcome was exhibited in VCUQatar and attended 
by the Swedish Ambassador and her embassy associates. 
This real-life project secured a one-week exhibition at 
VCUQatar—add. The exhibition was attended by Swedish 
Ambassador and her embassy associates, VCU-Q Dean, 
and other dignitaries.

Sustainable Collaboration: 
The Swedish Embassy

 In an international outreach and engagement 
effort, interior design faculty Maja Kinnemark and ID-
alumni Teekshani Perera were invited to participate in an 
exclusive Humanitarian Design Conference that gathered 
25 international architects, behavior scientists, material 
scientists, designers and engineers on Lesvos, the island 
that has received highest influx of refugees from war-torn 
Syria. The question revoled around “ how can innovative 
design and new technologies improve the situation of 
camp refugees?  During the conference, attendees met 
with different clients such as Better Shelter and Alpinter 
providing sheltering in camps, and 15 individual experts 
within the humanitarian field; representatives from 
rescue teams a’ jour at the shore (ERCI), representatives 
from NGO’s providing health care, education, food and 
shelter and representatives from Industry providing 
UNHCR’s Core Relief items. The participants interacted 
with people of concern on site at Kara Tepe Hospitality 
Centre, a refugee camp in Mythilini, and had a day of field 
work in the camp studying how innovative people are in 
utilizing their limited belongings in order to establish a 
sense of home.



Above: A popupshop displying Interior design projects
Below:  Senior students posting in front of the popup shop

 The Interior Design program secured a partnership 
with Qatar Tourism Authority to contribute toward 
the establishment of the Qatar Shopping Festival. The 
present collaboration consisted on showcasing interior 
design projects to mall shoppers and Qatar community 
at large. We were able to secure two popup shops in 
both the Gate Mall and The Mall of Qatar that were 
held January 24—February 7; these were manned by 
sophomore, junior and senior students. The IDES popup 
shop-s featured work from the junior studio (IIDA design 
competition), and senior studios-- House Annex for the 
Swedish Embassy, and final outcomes of the capstone 
senior course. The aim of the Qatar Shopping Festival 
was to increase the rate of tourism in Qatar and boost its 
economy. The festival included three major events; mall 
activations, an outdoor family funfair and live shows. The 
shopping festival included all the major malls creating 
massive sales and promotions along with entertainment, 
competitions, raffles and prizes. To support the shopping 
festival an outdoor family funfair took place and included 
popup shops, food and games for all ages. Simultaneously, 
concerts and live shows were preformed throughout the 
festival. 

Interior design Junior student Zeina Sleiman’s project demonstrating 
students’ understanding about CIDA requirements 

IDES Popup Shops: 
Qatar Tourism Authori ty

 The interior design program is preparing for the 
Council for Interior Design Accreditation that will be 
held spring 2018.  The Interior Design program was the 
first and the sole accredited program outside the United 
States by CIDA. CIDA is a CHEA-recognized accrediting 
body. The Council for Higher Education Accreditation 
(CHEA) is a highly respected entity that provides oversight 
for accrediting bodies through a recognition process. 
CHEA criteria for recognition influence CIDA’s processes 
for setting standards and accrediting academic programs.
 The Interior Design Department has been 
accredited by CIDA since 2011 and it continues to comply 
with all eligibility requirements as outlined in the CIDA 
Accreditation Manual: 1) the program is recognized by 
the U.S Department of Education, 2) the program requires 
a minimum of 30 semester credit hours of diverse liberal 
arts and sciences requirements for graduation, and 3) 
and a minimum of two classes have graduated from the 
BFA program.

CIDA Accreditat ion



A scene from the film production

 Schools of Architecture/Design and allied 
disciplines’ curricula have been geared by the influences 
of the modern movement, a tendency that generated 
a programmatic and sequencing condition that yielded 
a “siloed academic paradigms”— teaching paradigm 
that prevailed in the 20th and beginning of the 21st 
century.  The suggested course, in collaboration with 
DFI, finds impetus in this rationale—the need to pave the 
way for collaborative and alternative forms of learning. 
Likewise, this course finds justification in the interior 
design discipline accreditation standards (CIDA 2017), 
which underscore the necessity for students work to 
“demonstrate the ability to effectively collaborate with 
multiple disciplines in developing design solutions” 
(CIDA, 2017, p. II 17).
 The overall objective of this collaboration is 

Bridging the Gap between Academia 
and Industry:  Doha Fi le Inst i tute (DFI) 

to broaden students’ understanding of design allied 
disciplines hence ensure that graduates are well-
prepared for their professional career. This collaborative 
studio aims to give the students a broad overview of 
the field of film design and production. The purpose of 
the course includes but it is not limited to exposition of 
students to strategies utilized in the film industry i.e., 
story boarding, set design/scenography, and costume 
design. Methodologically, this involves group work as in 
film production industry. The course is organized in group 
work and is structured in three different phases: a) initial 
weekly workshops (individual); b) set production (team); 
and c) post production (individual/team). The course 
outcome will revolve around the generation of a small 
firm production portfolio.



Junior interior design students won third place at
International Interior Design Association student design competition

 This is an item that was reported in the previous 
JAB—March—September 2016. However, the award 
ceremony including distribution of plaques and monetary 
remuneration ($150/student—IIDA sponsorship) 
was conducted during th2 2017 spring semester. The 
quotation below is extracted from the previous JAB 
report. Feel free to adjust as you deem appropriate.
 The Interior Design program junior students were 
involved in the International Interior Design Association 
student design competition. The brief competition 
challenged participants to reinvent the design of the 
urban university to accommodate multiple functions in 
a single, multi-level space, combining learning, living, 
business, and community within the classic academic and 
current social spheres of higher education. Our student 
representatives (Jessica Hammam, Sara Benabdallah, 
Kaltham Alkuwari, Fessal Eleglah, Majdullin Nasr Allah, 
Sahar Alansari, and Mariam Alkhamis) won third place 
among other participating prestigious universities. The 
VCU-Q IDES award  winning proposal suggested  “to 
seamlessly create a balance between living and learning 
by ‘inviting’ the city of Detroit into the university building 
and creating opportunities for the educational, vocational 
and commercial worlds to meet, merge and collaborate.

 In Collaboration with VCUQatar interior design 
program, Avantgarde opened the doors for the junior 
students to compete for the design of Qatar Pavilion at 
the upcoming Expo in Kazakhstan. The award recipients 
will benefit from an internship opportunity during the 
summer of 2017 in the Avantgarde Offices, Munich 
Germany.
 Several teams of junior students were involved in 
the competition. Their first concepts were presented for 
feedback to Mohammed Seed Al Blouchi, Acting Director 
of the Qatari Pavilion at the last Expo in Malian, Dr. Cherif 
Amor, Head of Interior Design at VCUQatar, and Markus 
Hofmeister, General Manager of Avantgarde Doha office. 
In the subsequent and final phase, projects were collected 
and judged.  During the award ceremony, Hissa Alhail 
and Sara Mashhadi were selected as the recipients of the 
best and most innovative project (See below). The award 
winning team will have the opportunity to experience 
the design versatility of Avantgarde Design principles and 
tendencies, including travel to Europe and experience 
design strategies from another cultural context.

Avantgarde Design Competi t ion: 
Internship in Germany

IIDA International Student Design 
Competi t ion

S T U D E N T  S U C C E S S



Sherin Karawiya and Thoraya Alomar receive award on their stage 
design

Above: Majdulin Nasr Allah receives the AEB award
Below: Aljazi Althani and Zeina Sleiman receive AEB awards

 The IDES program secured a partnership with 
Qatar Foundation Research and Development (QF 
R&D) to organize a student design competition. The 
competition consisted of designing the stage that 
housed major ceremonial events during the 2016 Annual 
Research Conference. 23 students, juniors and seniors, 
were involved in the competition. The judging consisted 
of two phases. The first phase was judged by the IDES 
faculty and shortlisted ten best projects. The second 
phase was judged by Qatar Foundation representatives 
and the design firm delegated to construct the stage. 
The award winning project, senior students Sherin 
Karawiya and Thoraya Alomar, were constructed by the 
designated firm with the involvement of the awardees. 
The 10 shortlisted students benefitted from a research 
poster presentation during the conference proceedings. 
Furthermore, VCU-Q and the IDES program were 
recognized at the opening ceremony for the present art/
design contribution.

2016 Qatar Foundation Annual 
Research Conference: Partnership

 The recently instituted Arab Engineering Bureau 
Award for Creative Achievement and Potential was 
presented to interior design junior Aljazi Althani and 
Zeina Sleiman. The award aim to help the junior students 
recognize their true potential, create leadership and 
encourage them to continue developing their skills 
through their senior year. Congratulations to Aljazi and 
Zeina for your wonderful accomplishments.

 Majdulin Nasr Allah was recognized as the 
2017 recipient of the Arab Engineering Bureau Award 
for Design Excellence. This award was instituted eight 
years ago by AEB’s CEO and Chief Architect, Mr. Ibrahim 
M. Jaidah. The Arab Engineering Bureau Award for 
Excellence in Interior Design is awarded to graduating 
seniors who have exhibited consistent achievement in: 
professionalism, leadership, the ability to exert a positive 
influence on students, work ethic, conceptual ability, 
realization, innovation and presentation.

Excellence in Inter ior Design Award: 
Arab Engineering Bureau

Creative Achievement and 
Potential  Award: Arab Engineering 



Above: INSIDE—World Architecture Festival in Berlin
Middel: In front of Charles Bridge in Prague
Below: Cold in Prague

 

T I E R  I I  F I E L D  T R I P :  P R A G U E  A N D  B E R L I N

 The purpose of this pedagogic field trip find 
impetus in two evidences:
 
      The CIDA accreditation guidelines underscore  
the necessity for design programs to expose/provide 
students with collaboration/partnership possibilities. 
Standard V (Collaboration) Parameter f states: “Student 
work demonstrates the ability to effectively collaborate 
with multiple disciplines in developing design solutions”. 
This may include attending conferences/exhibitions, 
engaging in multi-disciplinary team projects and/or 
involving experts from other disciplines. Disciplines may 
be within or outside of the built environment. Similarly, 
Standard VIII (Design Process) Parameter h, states: 
“Students understand the importance of evaluating 
the relevance and reliability of information and 
research impacting design solutions. This refers to the 
understanding of the quality of sources for information 
and research, the availability of multiple sources, and/
or triangulating. Design Conferences/Exhibition provide 
the appropriate pedagogic platform to expose students 
to research informing the latest products as well as an 
acquaintance with architecture/design emerging trends. 
                VCU-Q Strategic Plan Goal II states: “Attract, develop 
and support self-directed lifelong learners and creative 
innovators. This might include building relationships with 
schools, colleges, and conference venues to garner and 
facilitate different learning pedagogic platforms, and b) 
include diverse options for student’s personal pedagogic/
intellectual development.              
      During this study trip, students first attended  
the world’s leading lighting designers at IALD Enlighten 
Europe 2016 in Prague, Czech Republic for two days 
of superior experiences, innovative ideas and proven 
business strategies.   IALD Enlighten Europe fostered 
opportunities for students, educators, and professionals 
to join with like-minded designers, and shared ideas 
with other creative visionaries and discover new tools 
to make their work more satisfying and productive than 
ever before. Attendees included lighting specifiers and 
manufacturers, as well as architects, interior designers, 
educators and students. 
                The students attended INSIDE -World Architecture 
Festival: One of the most important fixtures in the global 
design calendar, interior designers and architects come 
together from around the world to learn, connect and 
share ideas. The event included a) talks--be inspired by

some of the most influential and innovative architects 
voices shaping the global architectural profession today, 
b) exhibitions--the Festival Hall is the hub location of 
INSIDE where you can network and engage face-to-face 
with leading suppliers and manufacturers from around the 
world., and c) gallery—display of award winning projects.  
During the trip, Students also visited ART-COM studios 
founded by Joachim Sauter, one of our VCU-Q Crossing 
Boundaries Artist.



A collage of conceptual student work done in support of the “Designing 
a Place to Be: A University-Community Partnership for Addressing the 
Needs of Adults with Autism” grant funded project. 

N E W S  F R O M  H O M E  C A M P U S
  I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N  D E P A R T M E N T 

 Interior design and engineering students and 
faculty joined forces for a week-long study abroad 
program in Cuba in May 2016. “The Cuba Project: A 
Design Thinking Workshop” addressed the question of 
design in highly constrained environments, with Cuba 
serving as the case study. Students worked in groups of 
four and visited local domestic spaces, as well as one 
retail space, to analyze a potential design problem for 
which they developed prototypes out of bamboo.

“The Cuba Project: A Design Thinking Workshop” 
participants in a bamboo forest. Here they harvested 
local bamboo to take back to the bamboo workshop. 

semester they presented a number of design solutions to 
the grant team.
              Our team applied for and received a second grant 
for the 2017 - 2018 academic year: “Building Interactive 
Environments for Older Adults with Autism that Promote 
Stress Management and Engagement.” We plan to have a 
group of students participate in the design and potential 
construction of an interactive partition that can engage 
the clients of “A Grace Place” throughout their time in the 
space.

           Over the past year our department has been 
collaborating with the Gerontology Department, the 
VCU Rehabilitation Research and Training Center and 
local adult care center “A Grace Place” on a community 
engagement grant project. This first grant we received 
through our collaboration: “Designing a Place to Be: A 
University-Community Partnership for Addressing the 
Needs of Adults with Autism,” involved a number of 
graduate and undergraduate student projects. Students 
were exposed to research on the needs of adults with 
Autism, and the lack of design considerations for this 
specific group. A group of sophomores and first year 
graduates were given a space to reconsider at the “A 
Grace Place” facility. They were invited to meet with 
the staff and clients and engage with them as they were 
surveying the existing environment. At the end of the 

Interior Design Departmental Grants

The Cuba Project

             This summer we welcomed nine new MFA students to 
our department. All of them joined us with backgrounds 
in a variety of careers. They are settling in well and are 
attentive and eager students.
        Recently we took a field trip with the group to visit 
a renovation project of the Capital One campus. One of 
our alumni, Andy Lehman, who worked on the project, 
gave us a tour of the space and talked about the design 
process, client relationships, and materials selection and 
specification.

New MFA Students



Andy Lehman (seated) discusses the Capital One campus renovation 
project with first year VCU RIchmond MFA Interior of Design students.

Interior Design department students and faculty gathered for a group 
photo at the Fall 2017 convocation

Girls for a Change program participants.

           The annual Design Intelligence ratings results were 
shared with us mid-September this year and we were all 
delighted to see that both our BFA and MFA programs 
were rated. This is the first time our MFA program received 

2017 - 2018 Design Intelligence Ratings 

           As we adjusted to our schedules and the new 
sophomores and graduates acclimated to the department, 
we invited all faculty and students to come together for 
some lunch and popsicles on the Pollak Building Green 
Roof. Juniors, sophomores, seniors, and grads had a 
chance to share ideas, stories and socialize with each 
other and our faculty! A fun yearly event that we all look 
forward to having.

Fall 2017 Student-Faculty Gathering

a rating. Coincidentally this past May we graduated the 
10th class of the first professional MFA group. Kudos to 
our colleagues in Richmond!

           Girls for a Change (GFAC) and vcuarts Interior 
Design juniors teamed to design GFAC’s first stand-alone 
center (2000SF). Studios teamed up to review designs 
and brainstorm materials & color palettes. The project 
was highly successful.  GFAC girls were exposed to interior 
design education. The VCU students worked on a real 
project in our community. The designs were displayed at 
the 2017 Black Girl Showcase. The GFAC leadership, girls 
and families were thrilled with the design ideas for the 
new center.

Girls for a change

           Based upon conclusions from Project One Spring 
2017, the group design interactions will increase. The 
new project is a relatable experience for GFAC students 
(ages 13- 17), a charrette-style bedroom redesign. The 
VCU students will mentor and guide simple floor plan, 
materials and color palette development. This advances 
into a more complex program for VCU students, who 
will design a multi-family project with a complete set 
of construction documents. Joint pin-ups, field trips, 
presentations by professional designers of color, and 
a public show of all student work will round-out the 
semester. 
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